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216 RECENZE 
\ 

a r t i cu l a t i ons , the i n t e r e s t i ng r e m a r k s o n the i n t e r p l a y o f p i t c h , stress, q u a l i t y a n d 
q u a n t i t y i n b r i n g i n g a b o u t p r o m i n e n c e . O f spec ia l in teres t are t he i n n o v a t i o n s i n R P . 
(The q u a l i t y o f /o:/ is g e t t i n g c loser ; shor t joj, t r a n s c r i b e d as o, is n e a r i n g t o / a : / ; so is 
t he b e g i n n i n g o f t he d i p h t h o n g (au), t r a n s c r i b e d as av; t he b e g i n n i n g o f the d i p h t h o n g (ou), 
t r a n s c r i b e d as 9v, has a s s u m e d a c e n t r a l i z e d q u a l i t y ; etc.) I t w o u l d no t h a v e been a b a d 
i d e a t o issue one or t w o g r a m o p h o n e records i l l u s t r a t i n g a t least some o f the v a r i a n t s 
a n d some o the r i m p o r t a n t p h e n o m e n a dea l t w i t h b y the b o o k . 

T o s u m u p , M r . A . C . G i m s o n ' s Introduction to the Pronunciation of English is a h i g h l y 
v a l u a b l e c o n t r i b u t i o n t o t he s t u d y o f b o t h E n g l i s h p h o n e t i c s a n d E n g l i s h p h o n e m i c s . 

Jan. Firbas 

Geoffrey Chaucer: Ausgewahlte Canterbury Erzahlung-en englisch und deutscb.. M i t 
E i n l e i t u n g u n d E r k l a r u n g e n herausgegeben v o n P r o f . D r . M a r t i n L e h n e r t . H a l l e (Saale) , 
V E B V e r l a g Sp rache u n d L i t e r a t u r , 1962. P p . X V T + 192 + *189. 

G e r m a n s tuden t s o f E n g l i s h c a n n o t c o m p l a i n o f insuf f i c ien t s u p p l y o f h a n d b o o k s 
a n d t e x t b o o k s p u b l i s h e d b y the i r o w n scholars . P r o f . M . L e h n e r t , o f t he H u m b o l d t 
U n i v e r s i t y o f B e r l i n , has d e v o t e d m u c h t i m e a n d ene rgy to p r o v i d i n g s u c h h a n d b o o k s . 
A f t e r h i s w e l l - k n o w n a n t h o l o g y o f O l d E n g l i s h prose a n d p o e t r y , h i s s m a l l b u t v e r y 
efficient g r a m m a r o f O l d E n g l i s h , a n d h i s l i t t l e B e o w u l f reader , 1 ) P r o f . L e h n e r t is n o w 
p r o d u c i n g a v o l u m e w h i c h w i l l be j u s t as w e l c o m e as t he a b o v e - e n u m e r a t e d h a n d b o o k s 
b u t a t the same t i m e outs teps the l i m i t s o f a mere s tuden t s ' m a n u a l . H i s a n t h o l o g y 
o f C h a u c e r ' s C a n t e r b u r y T a l e s con t a in s t he G e n e r a l P r o l o g u e a n d e igh t o f t he tales , 
m o s t i l l u s t r a t i v e for the soc i a l r e l a t ions a n d genera l a t m o s p h e r e o f C h a u c e r ' s p e r i o d : 
T h e M i l l e r ' s T a l e , the R e e v e ' s T a l e , T h e C o o k ' s T a l e , T h e W i f e o f B a t h ' s T a l e , T h e F r i a r ' s 
T a l e , the S u m m o n e r ' s T a l e , t he P a r d o n e r ' s T a l e , a n d the S h i p m a n ' s T a l e . 

T h e t e x t is g i v e n i n t w o p a r a l l e l ve r s ions , i n M i d d l e E n g l i s h a n d i n M o d e r n G e r m a n : 
as the t w o vers ions are r e g u l a r l y p l a c e d o n the oppos i t e pages, the c o r r e s p o n d i n g passages 
c a n be c o m f o r t a b l y c o m p a r e d . N u m e r o u s footnotes e x p l a i n b o t h less k n o w n l e x i c a l 
i t ems a n d s u c h c o n t e x t u a l passages as are d i f f i cu l t to g rasp for the p re sen t -day reader . 
T h e G e r m a n v e r s i o n o f t he t e x t was m o d e l l e d o n W . H e r t z b e r g ' s t r a n s l a t i o n o f as e a r l y 
as 1860, b u t also l a t e r t r an s l a t i ons were c o n s u l t e d , (such as A . v . D u r i n g 1886, a n d 
J . K o c h 1925), a n d i n some i n s t a n c e s — w h i c h , u n f o r t u n a t e l y , h a v e n o t been i den t i f i ed 
i n the t e x t — P r o f . L e h n e r t ' s o w n m o d e r n t r a n s l a t i o n w a s a t t e m p t e d . T h e e d i t o r a lso 
p r o v i d e d the P re face c o n t a i n i n g n o t o n l y v a l u a b l e i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t t he l i t e r a r y aspects 
o f the b o o k b u t a lso a n a p t o u t l i n e o f the soc i a l c o n t e x t i n w h i c h C h a u c e r ' s heroes l i v e d 
a n d ac t ed . A se lec ted b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l l i s t o f pos t -1945 b o o k s a n d papers conce rned w i t h 
C h a u c e r i a n p r o b l e m s increases t he usefulness o f the v o l u m e . 

Josef Vachek 

*) T h e l a s t - m e n t i o n e d t w o m a n u a l s were p u b l i s h e d i n t he w e l l - k n o w n Gosehen c o l 
l e c t i o n a n d r e v i e w e d b y the present r ev i ewer i n the Casop i s p r o m o d e r n i filologii 42, 
1960, p p . 4 9 - 5 0 . 


