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TWENTY  VOLUMES OF BRNO STUDIES IN ENGLISH 
AND PROFESSOR JOSEF VACHEK 

The publication of the twentieth volume 
of Brno Studies in English is an event that 
should not perhaps pass quite unnoticed 
and it would be sheer ingratitude not to 
recall the name of Professor Josef Vachek 
on this occasion. The first volume of BSE 
appeared at a time when English studies 
were not exactly in the good books of the 
authorities. Nevertheless, thanks to the 
Initiative of Professor Vachek and the sup
port of the Editorial Board of the Bmo 
Faculty of Arts (Faculty of Philosophy, as 
the literal translation of the official name 
runs), the first volume of BSE appeared in 
1959. 

The idea of founding a series devoted to 
English studies had been suggested to 
Professor Vachek by the existence of the 
series Prague Studies in English. In its 
turn BSE served as a model for two other 
series now published by the Brno Faculty 

of Arts: Brunner Beitrdge zur Germanistik 
und Nordistik and Etudes Romanes de 
Bmo. 

In principle, BSE is open only to present 
and former members of the Bmo 
Department of English and American 
Studies. Exceptionally, invitations have 
been extended to scholars closely linked 
with the Department in regard to the 
departmental research programmes, and 
on special occasions even to other schol
ars. One such occasion was the prepara
tion of the homage volume in honour of 
Professor Vachek's sixtieth bithday (BSE 
8), another that of the homage volume in 
honour of the sixtieth birthday of Docent 
Josef Hladky (BSE 19). The Vachek hom
age volume was truly international in 
character. In addition to cotributions by 
Czechs and Slovaks, it contained contri
butions by Marian Adamus, Olga 
Akhmanova, Rolf Bemdt, E . J . Dobson, D. 
B. Fry, M . A. K. Halliday, Klaus Hansen, 
Boris Ilylsh. Gustav Klrchner, W. R. Lee, 
Simeon Potter, Margaret Schlauch and C. 
L. Wrenn, a veritable galaxy of scholars 
indeed. The Hladky homage volume 
brought contributions from the English 
Departments of the Czech and the Slovak 
Faculties of Art (Prague, Brno and 
Olomouc; and Bratislava and Presov). 

Habent sua fata libelli. This is well 
instanced by the Vachek homage volume. 
In this connection, special mention should 
be made of two contributions published in 
it: those of Professor Gustav Klrchner and 
Dr Svatopluk Stech. The two scholars 
showed their esteem towards Professor 
Vachek by writing their papers under cir
cumstances requiring the utmost self-
denial and courage. In spite of rapidly fall
ing health they spared no pains in working 
at the papers against time. They succeed
ed in submitting them, but did not live to 


