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J A R O S L A V ONDRÁÈEK 

PhDr. Jaroslav Ondráèek, C S c , senior 
lecturer in the Department of English 
and American Studies, died on 9 Septem-
ber, 1984. He was 54. 

Jaroslav Ondráèek was bom in Nové 
Mìsto na Moravì on 18 November, 1929. 
Even before attending primary school he 
showed a great talent for music. The 
fírst instrument he played was an accor-

dion. As a pupil of the primary school 
and of the gymnasium in Nové Mìsto 
he played the violin and performed at 
every school gathering or ceremony. At 
the end of his secondary education, he 
had to choose between music, which he 
would study at a conservatory, and lan-
guages, which he would study at a univer
sity. Eventually, after discussing the 
matter with his future wife, he decided 
on languages. Thus in 1949 he became 
a student of English and Italián at the 
Faculty of Arts of Brno University. 

English was not taught at the gymna
sium in Nové Mìsto when Jaroslav 
Ondráèek was a pupil there — in fact, it 
was taught at very few schools of this 
type in the country at the time, the chief 
foreign languages being German and 
French (and of course Latin); English 
was only available in commercial schools. 
He was therefore forced to leam English 
on his own, and his most important 
"teacher" was English by Rádio (he was 
a regular listener of English by Rádio 
and other broadcasts of the BBC through-
out his whole life). 

He graduated with honours in 1953 
and immediately started his compulsory 
national service. Luckily, he was released 
on medical grounds after a few months. 
He was a very sensitive and gentle person, 
and arms had no pláce in the world as he 
wished it to be. In 1954 he started 
teaching English, but only as an extemal 
member of the Department of Languages, 
earning so little that he was unable to 
support a wife and so could not get 
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