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BRNO STUDIES IN ENGLISH, Volume One (Praha 1959)

JAN FIRBAS

THOUGHTS ON THE COMMUNICATIVE
FUNCTION OF THE VERB IN ENGLISH,
GERMAN AND CZECH

I

The present paper forms part of a study (1) dealing with some aspects of the
shift from verbal to nominal expression within the structure of the English
language. In order to promote a better understanding of the differences and similar-
ities the English verb displays in comparison with verbs of other languages, it con-
centrates on a problem (or rather on one aspect of a problem) which does not concern
merely the English verb, but the verbs in Czech and German as well, and very likely
the Indo-Germanic verb in general. As the problem seems to be most perplexing
with the German verb, German has been chosen as the starting-point of the compari-
son.

The problem pertains to the sphere of word-order, or rather to that of functional
sentence perspective (to be further denoted as FSP). It has been prompted by the
differences in position as revealed by the verbs in English, German and Czech, and
involves the vexed question whether it is possible to square these differences with
the theory of FSP. Before indicating how we intend to set about the propounded
question, let us start with a word of explanation and with a short survey of views
which we consider relevant to the problem.

By FSP (la) [sometimes also referred to as actual sentence analysis (2), actual sentence divi-
sion (3), or contextual organisation (4) of the sentence| we understand the arrangement of sen-
tence elements as it is viewed in the light of the actual situation, i. e. in fact in the light of the
context, both verbal and situational. Viewed in this way, those sentence elements which convey
something that is known, or may be inferred, from the verbal or from the situational context (or
simply something that evidently constitutes the starting-point of the communication) are to be
regarded as the communicative basis, as the theme of the sentence. On the other hand, those
sentence elements which convey the new piece of information are to be regarded as the communi-
cative nucleus, as the rheme of the sentence. Needless to say, the thematic elements are less
important in the given situation, being communicatively less dynamic, i. e. carrying a smaller
amount of communicative dynamism (to be further denoted as CD), than the rhematic elements.
The latter, conveying the new piece of information, undoubtedly develop the communication
very substantially. Those sentence elements which belong neither to the theme nor to the rheme
form a kind of transition.

A number of highly suggestive articles on FSP have been written by V. Mathe-
sius (5), who has not only appreciated the impact exercised by FSP on word-order,
but also determined the places occupied by FSP in the hierarchies of principles
governing the word-order in Czech and in English, thus throwing valuable light
on the structures of the two languages. As to Czech word-order (6), FSP operates
as the chief principle, predominantly determining both the non-emotive and the
emotive (emphatic) word-orders. On the other hand, the grammatical principle
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and the principle of coherence of certain sentence elements (both being responsible
for patterning the words according to their grammatical function in the sentence)
and the rhythmical principle appear in Czech as secondary factors. As to English
word-order (7), it is the grammatical principle and the principle of coherence of
certain sentence elements that rank first, whereas the principle of FSP, the principle
of emphasis, and the rhythmical principle come second. The fact of functional
sentence perspective being given more play in the Czech than in the English order
of words explains why the gradual arrangement of words “from the known to the
unknown” is observed on a larger scale in Czech than in English.

This has induced Mathesius to adopt the opinion that English is much less sus-
ceptible to FSP than Czech. He believed this view to be corroborated by the fixed
position of the English object and adverbial phrase after the verb (8), and by the
lixed position of the English verb in general (9). The English verb cannot move so freely
about in the sentence as its Czech counterpart can, and may therefore impair, or
perhaps even spoil, the gradual arrangement of words according to the principle
“from the known to the unknown’ and get into serious disagreement with FSP.

As to the hierarchy of word-order principles in German, K. G.Krushel'nitskaya
has convincingly shcwn (10) that it is the principle of FSP (11) that plays the leading
part in arranging both the non-emotive and the emotive order of words. It cannot,
however, assertitself to the same high degree as in Russian (or, let us add, in Czech);
the limited number of fixed positions in which the German verb may occur prevent
it from attaining that degree (cf. p. 18).-From these conclusions it follcws that the
German verb, too, may often impair, or perhaps even “‘spoil”, the ordinary gradual
arrangement of words (in non-emotive sentences, that is) according to the principle
“from the known to the unkncwn” and be in disagreement with FSP.

Though K. Boost (12) does not realize that the fixed positions of the German
verb must needs come into conflict with the aforesaid arrangement of words, the
existence of this conflict is betrayed by his very argument. Boost views the German
sentence as a field of tension called into being by the fact that the speaker is in
possession of a certain item of knowledge (communication) to be imparted (13),
whereas the listener is not (p. 85). The tension will be relieved after the communica-
tion hasbeen conveyed (p. 30). The linguistic means employed in creating and remov-
ing the tension are twofold (14). The tension is sustained (a) in that the words are
being arranged according to the principle “from the known to the unknown” [i. e.
according to the degree of the communicative value (15), the bearer of the highest
communicative value, the theme proper, coming last’, or (b) in that at least one
element standing in close relation to the finite part of the verbal form is separated
from it and shifted on to the end of the sentence (as, e. g., the past participle in
Er hat sich ein schines Buch gekauft). These two sets of means (p. 57), however, do
not function in isolation, but are mutually interrelated and co-operate with each
other (16). — The conflict becomes especially evident if we admit that the positions
in the sentence are capable of marking out the various degrees of communicative
value (cf. Ich schenke dem Kind den Apfel, Ich schenke den Apfel dem Kind, in which
the change in position entails a change in the respective communicative values);
for here the question arises about the degree of co-operation displayed by the two
sets of means., One can hardly speak of co-operation if finding, for instance, the
German verbal form quite frequently at the end of the sentence without being
marked out by its position as bearer of the highest ccmmunicative value.

From what has been said so far it might perhaps be gathered that in non-emotive
sentences the Czech verb is always placed in complete agreement with the gradual
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arrangement ‘‘from the known to the unknown”. This would be an erroneous con-
clusion. As it has been pointed out, for instance by F. Kopeény (17), and sub-
scribed to by F. Dane§ (18), Present-Day Czech shows a tendency to place the
verb in a medial position. As we shall see further on (cf. p. 54), the ModCz verb not
infrequently appears in this position, although carrying a definitely higher amount
of CD than the element which follows. In older Czech literature, on the other hand,
it is quite usual to place the verb at the end (19), regardless of whether it carries the
highest amount of CD or not, a practice surely reminiscent of that followed by Ger-
man. And last but not least, the same holds good for the OE verb in subordinate
clauses.

We hope to have advanced ample proof that the question posed at the beginning
of this chapter (i. e. whether it is possible to square the varying positions of the verb
in non-emotive sentences with the FSP theory) is important enough to be tackled.
Its solution seems all the more desirable as we believe FSP to be one of the most
essential constituents of language. For how could language function as an efficient
instrument of thought and communication if it were not in a position to secure — at
least to some degree — a reliable appreciation of the distribution of communicative
dynamism, in other words, to aid its users to discriminate between thematic, transi-
tional, and rhematic elcments? Consequently, if the verb of some language (perhaps
throughout the entire existence of that language or during a certain period of its
development) should really prove insusceptible to FSP, the degree of insusceptibility
to FSP displayed by the language would seem intolerably high.

The propounded problem is therefore worth attacking. As we do not intend to
dispose of it in its entirety, we propose to approach it at least from a point at which
the disagreement of the verb with 'SP may be most conspicuous — the final position
of the verb. This, of course, does not exclude other positions from our observation.

As to the clue poin’ ing to the solution, it seems that it will have to be sought for in
the lact that word-order is not the only means of FSP. As has been demonstrated by
G. K. Krushel’nitskaya (20 on German material and by our papers on English
material, FSP can avail itself of semantic means (see more about it further below
on p. 43) that are capable of working counter to the power exercised by sentence
positions. [In this direction point also the observations by H. Paul, M. Schubiger,
B. A.Il'jish, F.Dane§ K. Boost and others (21).] This is why it seems advisable
to epproach the problem from the semantic side. A highly valuable suggestion from
which we intend to start is the classic observation (22) on the transitive character
of the verb voiced by A. Sechehaye in his Essas sur la Structure Logique de la
Phrase (Paris 1926). Sechehaye extends the use of the term “transitive” to any verb
whose semantic contert is in need of an amplification (23), an amplification without
which the meaning of the verb would be incomplete. As Sechehaye’s observation is
the starting point of our argument, we quote its relevant part in full (pp. 80—81).

»11 y a, comme I'ont fait remarquer ceux qui se sont occupés de la terminologie
scolaire, une quantité de verbes qui ne sont pas suivis d’'un complément direct et
qui n’en sont pas moins étroitement unis  leur «objetn; exemples: se servir de,
aspirer d, nuire d, eto. Ces verbes, autant que ceux qui préc'dent [i. e. such as
require a direct object — J. F.], ont besoin de leur complément comme d’une déter-
mination qui vient achever une idée insuffisante en elle-méme. Dans un cas comme
dans I'autre, l'idée représentée pat ces mots 8'offre 4 U'imagination avec un caractére
d’incomplétude: c’est un principal qui est fait pour un complément et qui ne parait
pas avoir accompli sa fonction 8’il n’y aboutit pas. Or, si nous définissons la transiti-
vité par I'incomplétude de I'idée principale, nous voyons aussitdt une perspective
beaucoup plus vaste s’ouvrir devant nous. Les verbes transitifs ne seront plus né-
cessairement des verbes d’action appelant un objet, dans le sens spécial du terme:

41



appartenir 4, qui demande un complément désignant le possesseur, aller @, qui
appelle une indication de lieu, seront transitifs également. Parmi les verbes il
faudra compter aussi tous ceux qui sont faits pour étre suivis d’un infinitif avec
ou sans particule comme devoir, vouloir, cesser de, se mettre & et beaucoup d’autres.«

We have now proceeded far enough to start our inquiry into concrete language
materials. Fearing, however, our previous papers on FSP (5, 16) may not be acces-
sible to the reader, we feel we ought to give a summary of the main prineciples of the
theory presented there. In doing so we will confine ourselves to those issues whose
knowledge is presupposed by the argument pursued in the following chapters
of this study.

We hold that between the comporatively least important element, the theme proper, and the
comparatively most important element, the rheme proper, one can observe a gamut of degrees
of varying importance, of varying communiecative value, of varying CD. It is, of course, not always
easy to draw an exact dividing line between the transition and the theme on the one hand, and
the transition and the rheme on the other. In such cases it is necessary to attempt at least a cor-
rect estimate of the relative importance of the elements composing the analysed structure.

Let us apply the described method of analysis to the following illustrative example. The small
figures placed above the line after a word or group of words represent the gamut of CD as displayed
by the elements within theme (11, 12, 13_ )  transition (2!, 22, 27...) and rheme (31, 22, 83 )
(The numbers 19, 20, 30, gre used if no further differentiation within theme, transition, and rheme.
respectively, seems necessary.)

1. Every evening!® he!! used t02° come and see’ her!?, and stop to?2 supper? at the farmhouse!4.
— The Three Sillies, English Fairy Tales, coll. by
J. Jacobs (24, 25).

As to the elements before the comma, %e is undoubtedly the theme proper; her and every
evening ate also thematic, but communicatively more dynamic (26) than ke, every evening being
in its turn more dynamic than her; the words used to are transitional, come and see rhematic.
After the comma, the expression at the farmhouse is perhaps the most dynamic thematic element,
whereas the words stop to supper are rhematic, supper probably being the most dynamic element,
and consequently the rheme proper, of the entire sentence.

Strictly speaking, any element that names (27), or refers to, some phenomenon of the extra-
linguistic reality (by which we undsrstand all the things — in the widest sense of the word —
about which communication is being made) cavries a certain amount, of CD. Consequently, even
a morpheme has to be considsred a carrier of CD, and if necsssary (if, for instance, a consistently
detailed analysis is attempted for comparative purposes) marked out as such. The Cz. neZddala
of 2 (28) is an illustration of such procedure.

2. She!! did?® not®? want? him?!2,
Ne3224dadl]2al? sill ho'?,

By referring to theme proper, Cz. -a in nefidala, to a certain degree, corresponds to E. she.
Ag transitional time-indicator, the Cz. morpheme -l operates in a way similar to that of the
E. did. Ete. (29).

The dezress of CD carried by the elements of a written/printed (30) sentence are marked out
by the following means of FSP: (i) word-order, (ii) the context itself (both verbal and situational),
(iii) the semantic-contextual means.

If not interfered with by other means, WORD-ORDER creates what we call the basic distri-
bution of CD. This means that in distributing CD the sentence positions as they follow each
other from beginning to end, tend to run through the basic gamut, starting with theme proper
and finishing with rheme proper. The sentence then staends in consistent theme — rheme
perspective. Cf. Fathzrl® h1s? gone®? for a wilk®! with John32, Father'® has?! gone®® with John for
a walk®?, John1® has been? taken®2 out® for a walk® by Father®, the given notations holding good, of
course, only in case we take the sentences at their face value, without putting them into special
contexts. (Though starting from a somewhat different point of view, D. L. Bolinger’s remark.
able theory of linear sentence modifization (31) seems to point in the same direction.)

In this connection it is worth notice that in some cases even a thematic element may contribute
considerably to the development of discourse. Thus in a sentence of the type 4 girll® broke%
a vase®, the thematic subject carries a comparatively high degree of CD (the non-generic indefinite
article marking out a new idea). Yet as the other elements are more dynamic still, the subject is
felt to be thematic owing to the pressure exerted by the basic distribution of CD. This means
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that the fact of the theme carrying the least amount of CD does not preclude the possibility of
its carrying a new piece of information.

In its operation, basic distribution of CD is not limited to the sphere of a single clause. There
are spheres of higher order, such as that of a complex sentence, or that of a paragraph, etec.,
within which the basic distribution of CD functions as well. On the other hand, there are spheres
of lower order than that of a clause. For instance, the semi-clausal structure in Coming home tired,
he refused to take his supper would represent such a lower sphere (Coming®! home?®2 tired®®). Viewed
in its relation to the remaining part of the sentence, the semi-clausal structure would have to be
interpreted as a transitional or perhaps as a considerably dynamic thematic element.

Strictly speaking, the examined sentence does not stand in consistent theme-rheme per-
spective. This is due to the operation of the CONTEXT, which itself is another important
means of FSP. The operation of the context (both verbal and situational) is especially ob-
vious when it acts counter to the basic distribution of CD. Thus when thematic elements,
i. e. such as express notions that are known or may be gathered from the context, occur
in basically transitional or basically rhematic positions, they communicatively weaken them,
or 8o to speak, “dedynamize”, “thematize” them. On the contrary, transitional and rhematic
elements, i. e. such as express notions that are unknown or cannot be gathered from the
context, communicatively strengthen basically thematic positions if they occur in them; they,
80 to speak “dynamize” them, rendering them transitional or “rhematizing” them respectively.

Under the heading of SEMANTIC-CONTEXTUAL means of FSP (for short SC means) come
words that on account of their specific semantic character show quite a particular relation to
the context and may — in co-operation with other means — either weaken or strengthen the
pasitions in the sentence in a more or less invariable way, as e. g. the personal pronouns I, you, ke,
which tend to appear as thematic. Another important SC means are, e. g., the indefinite article
and its zero plural variant. These two articles perform the function of SC means, as they signalize
the novelty of ideas conveyed by the nouns they qualify. They may therefore play an important
part in that co-operation of means which may render non-thematic even such a subject as oocurs
at the very beginning, or very near the beginning, of the sentence. A comparatively high degree of
co operation of means is needed if a subject of the described kind is to appear as the rheme proper
of the sentence (32), as e. g. in 4 haze3 hovered over® the prospect.’® (The words the prospect express
a notion known from the previous context, “dedynamizing’ the position in which they occur. As
to the verb kover, it functions as a ‘“‘dedynamizing” SC means. It is one of those verbs which
imply the notion of “emergence [or simply ‘existence’] on the scene’” and which under the circum-
stances (33) somewhat receds into the background, allowing the reader’s attention to concentrate
on the very object that ‘“‘exists, or is emerging, on the scene™.)

Another SC means is the definite article. Provided the conditions created by other means are
favourable, the defiaite article may communicatively weaken (under very favourable conditions
even ‘“‘thematize’) the position which it occupies together with its substantive. This may be so
especially when the definite article conveys the highest degree of definiteness, i. e. when it un-
mistakably refers to an idea well-known from the verbal or situational context (cf. the function of
the definite article in the example quoted above). It is obvious that, on account of its semantic
character, the d=finite article taken by itself cannot communicatively strengthen the noun it
qualifiss. This, however, can be achieved by other means, which accounts for the existence of
non-thematio subjects containing the definite article [as e. g. (34) The word fisherman3® came
tnto?’ his head!’].

SC msans d> not operate in what we have called after D. L. Bolinger (35) second-instance
sentencss. Roughly speaking, these sentences contain one heavily contrasted word, and
except for thair phonic (prosodic) and possibly also their typographical form, they imitate the
structure of those sentences with which they are being contrasted (no matter whether these
sentences have really been uttered ot morely exist in the writer’s’speaker’s and reader’s/listener’s
minds). Viewed from the angle of FSP, the heavily contrasted word constitutes the rheme proper,
all the other elements forming an extensive theme proper. Any word may function as rheme in these
sentences, even such as otherwise serves as a thematic SC means. For instance, any word in 1 might
becoms the heavily contrasted word, if the sentence passes into the second instance.

The distiaction made by D. L. Bolinger between first and second instance sentences is of great
mezthodoslozical value to the theory of FSP, for it facilitates a more accurate classification of
mesns of FSP. In our opinion, further research might establish a hierarchy of transitional types
between and within the first and second instances, which would undoubtedly yield another signi-
fisant contribution to the classification of means. In Chapter Three of the present study we shall
try to offar som3 naw thouzhts on this problem.

It may have besn gathered from what has so far been put forth that there is a certain tension
between the sentence positions as carriers of the basic distribution of CD and the other means
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of FSP. If properly handled, however, this tension may result in a truly manifold, but effective
co-operation of all the means concerned.

We may now turn to the examination of concrete language materials. Needless to
say, the positions of the verb which are not in accordance with the arrangement
“from the known to the unknown”, or to use a term of our own, with the basic
distribution of CD, will certainly serve as a touchstone of the FSP theory outlined
above (36).

II.

The materials to be examined have been drawn from the following English,
German and Czech texts: John Galsworthy, The Forsyte Saga, Heinemann, London
1922 (abbr. F8); John Galsworthy, Die Forsyte Saga (transl. by Luise Wolf and
Leon Schalit), Paul List Verlag, Leipzig 1957 [abbr. FS (37)); John Galsworthy,
Bohatec (transl. by B. Kubertova-Zatkova), Melantrich, Praha 1935 (abbr. FS,);
John Galsworthy, Bokatec (transl. by Z. Urbinek), SNKLHU, Praha 1957 (abbr.
FS,); Karel Capek, Anglické listy, Borovy, Praba 1947 (abbr. LE); Karel Capek,
Letters from England (transl. by P. Selver), Geoffrey Bles, London 1945 ‘abbr.LE (37)];
Karel Capek, Seltsames England (transl. by Vincy Schwarz), Bruno Cassirer, Berlin
(probably) 1936 [abbr. LE (37)]; Anna Seghers, Das siebte Kreuz, Aufbau-Verlag,
Berlin 1951 (abbr. SK).
Seeking a solution of the problems suggested in Chapter One, we subjected to
analysis about 400 German instances (about 200 taken from FS 13—27 and about
200 from LE 9—30) with verbal forms actually occurring finally or with verbal
forms whose non-final occurrence was an evident deviation from the prevalent
usage; in addition to these instances, their English (F8 3—19, LE 9—36) and Czech
(FS;, 11—24, FS, 17—31, LE 9—27) oppositenumbers were analyzed. As theinstances
taken from the German versions of FS and LE were not original German texts, but
translations, we analyzed also about 200 instances from SK 7—18.
It should be explained that by a German verbal form occurring finally we under-
stand not only the entire finite verbal form (made up of the auxiliary/auxiliaries
and the past participle/infinitive) as found at the end of a German subordinate
clause, but also that part of the finite verbal form which, separated from its basic
auxiliary, occurs at the end of a German principal clause, and also the non-finite
verbal form as found at the end of a German sr mi-clausal construction (i. e. a parti-
cipial or an infinitive phrase). It should be further added that the instances were
taken from declarative sentences only. The criterion according to which we have
grouped the instances for analysis is the degree of (D carried by the final (i. e.
finally placed) verbal form. The final German verbal form of the first group to be
discussed (instances 3—20) is non-thematie, but never carrying the highest amount
of CD, i. e. never functioning as rheme proper. The instances with which we are
opening our inquiry are 3, 4 and 5 below.
3. Er'° war?! fast zur Mythe®® geworden?2 — ...— FS 21.36 (38,39)
He!® had? become?? almost a myth’? — ... — FS 12.31
Stal se 22 ného'® takika mythus® — ... — FS, 25.23

4. |_:Die0 PoesliﬁE d2els :nglischen Heims ist damit bezahlt,] daB die englische StraBel® poesielos®®
ist?, — .
[The poetry of the English home exists at the expense of the English street] which!® is?®
devoid of poetry®®. — LE 24.1
[Poesie anglického domova je zaplacena tim,] Ze anglické ulice!? je?® bez poesie’®. — LE 18.16

5. [Inzwischen habe ich unter anderm entriitselt,] daB der wilde Schrei ,,0-ej-6** auf der
StraBe'® Karfoffeln®® bedeutet?; ... — LE 27.23



[In the meanwhile I have found out, among other things,] that the wild cry “o-ei-o” in the

strect!® means? pofatoes’®; ... — LE 31.20
[Zatim jsem mimo jinérozlustil,] fe divy kik ,,0-ej-6° na ulicil® znamené? brambory®, —
LE 23.29

3, 4 and 5 have the following features in common. The verbal forms war geworden,
had become, stal se etc., are not the only non-thematic elements in their sentences.
Each verbal form enters into its sentence together with ahother non-thematic
element. It is not difficult to see that in contra t with this non-thematic element
(its non-thematic partner), the verbal form conveys little meaning. The meaning of
the verb is indeed so poor that it sorely needs amplification, and it is the said non-
thematic partner that satisfies the need and convey. the amplification. Speaking in
terms of FSP, in 3, 4 and 5 the non-thematic partners of the verbs carry higher
amounts of CD (functioning in fact as rhemes proper) than the respective verbs.
It is further worth notice that the differences in position as respectively revealed by
the transitional geworden etc., and the rhematic fast zur Mythe etc. on the one hand,
and by the transitional had become, stal se etc. and by the rhematic almost a myth,
takFla mythus ete. on the other, do not entail different interpretations of the respective
amounts of CD.

_ What has been said about the copulative verbs (40) in 3, 4 and 5 may be virtually
repeated about the non-copulative verbal forms in 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10.
6. Dis3 enzlischs Haim'® m u B! sein eigenes Girtcher®® haben?, ... — LE 20.24
Ta> Exxlish hom:!® must? have? its own garden®, ... — LE 23.14
Aslicky d>novi® musi®! mit?2 syvou vlastni zahrddku®, ... — LE 18.11
7. [War er gawandt, ..., 85 hielten sie es fiir geboten,] ihm?® auch?® hibsche Geschenke®® zu
machen?, ... — FS 18.36
[Lf h> waraslesk. .., it wa3 mors neceisary] to give2? him!® nice things*®, ... — FS 9.14
[Jaitliz> by byl p3kn3 vystrojen. . ., bylo by tim nezbytngj3i] d 4 t20mul® hezké véci®; .., -
F3, 22.22
8. ..., 90 habe®ich!® etn Bildchen® gezeichnet??, ... — LE 10.17
oo 10 will?®t draw?2a little pictur 3°, .. — LE 11.3
..., tedy nakreslil? jsem?! vim!?obrdzet®’, ... — LE 10.14 (41)
9. Ich!” hab's? mit Harrogate® versucht?2. — FS 24.1
IV ve?! tried?? Harrogate®. — FS 15.9
Vyzkousel® jsem?! Harrojate®®. — FS, 27.23
10. [Ewe griBe Dam> von schiner Ga3talt]— ein Familienmitglied!? hat?! sie'! einmal??
mit einer heilnischen Gottin®' verglichen? — [beobachtete die beiden mit einem schatten-
haften Licheln.] — FS 20.1
[A tall woman, with 1 beautiful figure,] which!® some member of the family?! ha d22 once??
compared? to a heathen goddzss™, [stood looking at these two with a shadowy smile.] —
FS 10.19
[Nedaleko nich stila vysok4 %ena krdsné postavy,] jiz!® jeden z Elend rodiny?! kdysi??
piirovnal®k antické bohyni®, (a pohliZela na snoubence s matnym tismévem.]— FS, 17.4

Like the copulative verbs in 3—5, the non-copulative verbal forms in 6—10 are
not the only non-thematic elements in their sentences. Each of them enters into its
sentence together with a non-thematic element and is surpassed by it in CD (cf. the
rhemes in 6—10). It is further worth notice that the differences in position as respec-
tively revealed by the transitional muf... kaben (instance 6), zu machen (inst. 7)
ete. and the rhematic sein eigenes Gartchen (inst. 6), hiibsche Geschenke (inst. 7) on the
one hand, and by the transitional must kave (inst. 6), to gwe (inst. T), mus? mit (inst. 6),
ddt (inst. 7) etc. and the rhematic s own garden (inst. 6), nice things (inst. 7), svou
vlastni zahrddku (inst. 6), hezké véei (inst. 7) on the other, do not entail essential
differences in the respective amounts of CD.

Grammatically speaking, the non-thematic elements of 6—10 that carry higher
amounts of CD than their respective verbs are all objects, either simple or preposi-
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tional (cf. the rhemes in 6—10). Semantically, these objerts are undoubtedly essential
amplifications of the respective verbal meanings. (Cf. Sechehaye’s observation
quoted earlier on p. 41.) From the point of view of FSP, they appear — regardless
of position — more dynamic than the verbal elements. This explains why a change
in word-order as shown by the following German sentences will not bring about any
essential changes in FSP. Just compare “Das englische Heim!® hat: sein eigenes
Grtchen®” with the English and Czech equivalents quoted in 6, and similarly,
“Sie* machten®ihm?? aguch-® hiibsche Geschenke3®” in 7, “Ich'® zeichnete?® ein
Bildchen®” in 8, etc.

It is evident that as to their relation to non-thematic partners conveying an
essential semantic amplification, the non-copulative verbs behave in virtually the
same way as the copulative. Of course, the verbs in 3—5 (which are to be regarded as
representatives of copulas in general) illustrate the character of this relation in
a most conspicuous manuner. They clearly constitute a point in the structure of lan-
guage at which the CD of the verb is at its weakest, and its need of a semantic
amplification at its greatest. They secm to set up one end of a gamut, one end at
which we find verbs with the lowest possible amount of CD. The other end of the
gamut would be made up by verbs performing the function of rheme proper.

As in regard to the discussed relation the copulative and non-copulative verbs
do not shcw any fundamental difference, we do not think it necessary, at least
for the purpose of this paper, to draw a dividing line between them. Or, to put it
differently: no matter whether the range of semantic applicability of the verb is
considerably large and the amount of (D conveyed by it (42) consequently small
(cf. the copulas in 3—5 and the semantically weak verbs haben, kave, mit in 6, and
machen, give, ddt in T), or on the contrary the range of semantic applicability rather
narrowed, sgecified and the amount of CD consequently raised (cf. e. g. such verbs
as zeichnen, draw, nakreslit in 8), the relation between the non-thematic verb and
its non-thematic partner conveying an essential semantic amplification will remain
fundamentally the same. This leads up to the following conclusion, which contains
the theses we would like to prove in Chapters Two and Three.

Entering into the sentence together with a non-thematic partner that carries
an essential amplification of its meaning, & non-thematic verb will carry a lower
amount of CD than its described partner.

To this the following important provisos are to be added. The above observation
cannot apply to a verbal form that has come to function as rheme proper in what
we have so far termed second instance sentences (see p. 43), or to a verbal form
whose CD has been rhematized through the operation of such special SC means
of FSP as e. g. negation (¢f 2 on p. 42). Yet, second instance sentences and sentences
containing words rhematized through special SC means of FSP belong to other
instance levels, and will have to remain outside the scope of our analysis; some
thoughts, however, will be offered later (p. 53) in regard to their character and
position within the system of language (43). — It should be stressed that the fact
that the said types have been excluded from our analysis does in no way distort the
picture drawn of the verb and its functions in FSP within the limits of th s paper. —
If not stated otherwise, all observations offered in this chapter fall within the pro-
visos and limits set dcwn in the present paragraph.

The above observation about the non-thematic verbal form and its non-thematic
partner of the described type appears to be of considerable importance for a better
understanding of the relations existing between FSP and word-order. Provided we
bear in mind the limits specified in the preceding paragraph, we shall be able to
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explain why a non-thematic verb, though occurring finally, does not assume a higher
amount of CD than a preceding non-thematic element of the described type, and
vice versa why a non-thematic element of the described type, though non-final,
does not carry a lower amount of CD than a non-thematic verb that follows. Provided
we bear in mind the specified limits, we shall also be able to understand why a verbal
form, though capable of becoming rhematic, ‘cannot function as rheme proper as
long as a non-thematic partner of the described type is present in the given sentence
as well.

As to the non-thematic verbal partner of the described type, it is necessary to
emphasize that it conveys an absolutely essential amplification of the meaning of
the verbal form. In order to distinguish it from other non-thematic partners of the
verbal form which in their turn also to a certain extent “essentially amplify” the
meaning implied in the verbal form, but do not appear more dynamic, we shall
descrike it as a non-thematic first-rank amplificative partner (for short FRA
partner) of the verb.

Bcfore we start examining other types of FRA partners of the verb in order to
be able to distinguish them better from the non-FRA elements, we wish to make two
observations.

The first concerns the application of the term FRA partner. It should be stressed
that we do not at all suppose that this term must necessarily be restricted to elements
quelifying verbs. (It might be used, e. g., about non-thematic elements conveying an
essential amplification of the meaning of an adjective as well. Thus in “He!? was?
conscious of- scme mischief ©, scme mischief appears to be an FRA partner of the
non-thematic adjective.) Although we do not propose to deal with this problem here,
we should like to point out that within the verbal form itself, an FRA partner can
be found. It is the notional part of a verbal form, which acts asan FRA partner of
its non-thematic auxiliaries. It follcws that, e. g., in “Er'! hat?! ihm!? hiibsche
Geschenke'® gemacht-*” and in ““Als er ihm!? hiibsche Geschenke® gemacht? hat<"”,
the non-thcmatic gemacht functions as FRA partner of the non-thematic kat and —
regardless of position — carries a higher amount of CD than Aat. Hibsche Geschenke,
of course, functions in its turn as an FRA partner of the entire non-thematic group
gemacht hat.

Our second observation wants to call attention to the fact that the non-thematic
verb ard its FRA partner function as valuable SC means of FSP. In co-operation
with other means of FSP (including the basic distribution of CD, which in fact
provides “the field” for this co-operation), they mould the FSP of a sentence into
the required shape. Let us demonstrate it on the German version of 8, whose FSP
may be interpreted as follows.

As a personal pronoun which refers to a notion known from the preceding context,
ich serves as a SC means of FSP, thematizes its position and functions as theme prop-
er. As time irdicator, kale also functions as a SC means, and regardless of position
appears as the wealkest transiticnal element. In addition to it, it necessarily carries
a lower amount of (D than its FRA partner, the notional part of the verb zeichnen.
This in its turn — and in fact the entire verbal form, Aabe included — is overshadowed
by its FRA partner, the object ein Bildchen. Furthermore, the rhematic character
of the latter 1s indicated by the presence of the non-generic indefinite article, another
SC means (accompanying nouns that imply notions not known from the context).
Under the circumstances, in consequence of the outlined co-operation of means of
FSP, the indefinite article may mark out the object as rheme proper.

Similar analyses could be carried out on the English and Czech counterparts of
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the examined version (both of which are in greater accordance with the basic distri-
bution of CD, their rhemes proper coming to stand at the end) and on other German,
English and Czech sentences. Our main intention, however, was to show how the
non-thematic verb and its FRA partner can operate within the sentence, or to put
it more exactly, how they actually co-operate with other means of FSP in bringing
about the FSP of a sentence.

Having offered the two observations, let us attend to some other types of FRA
partners of the verb and examine some of the ways in which the semantic relationship
existing between the verb and its FRA partner may manifest itself. In fact, we have
so far examined two types already: the object group and the one that might be
termed complement group (44). The former has been illustrated by 6—10,
the latter by 3—5. In the following section of this Chapter we intend to deal
with the subject and the adverbial phrase groups. In naming the groups, we
have resorted to syntactical criteria. This will prove convenient when an attempt
is made to draw conclusions about the relations of grammar to FSP. — First, then,
to the subject.

Whereas we have been in a position to show that every.object operates as an FRA
partner of the verb, the full extent to which the subject may be associated with this
function will have to be ascertained by further research. One group of subjects
functioning as FRA partners of verbs may, however, be established with positive
certainty. 11 and 12 below exemplify such subjects.

11. Ein inniger Ausdruck®® war?! in das Gesicht der alten Dame!® gekommen?, ... —

F 24.23
A very sweet look® had? come into?? the old lady’s face!?, ... — FS 16.4
Na tvafi staré damy® se objevil?® velmi sladky dsmé®, ... — FS, 28.14

12. [Hier ist die Strafle nicht das interessanteste Lokal, wo man tausenderlet Sek:mswertes
trifft] und wolt tausend Abenteuer® zu einem!® sprechen?; ... LE 20.3
[Here the street is not the most interesting of places,] where a thousandfold spectacle®®
meets?® your gazel®, and where a thousand adventures’®address themselves to??

youls; ... — LE 22.14
[Tady ulice neni ten nejzajimavdjsi lokal,] kde v4s'® potka?® tisicerd podivand®® a pro-
mluvi k2 vAm10 tisic dobrodrusstvi®®; ... — LE 17.23

It may be gathered from 11 and 12 that the subject acquires the function of an
FRA partner of the verb if accompanied by a verb which unmistakably implies the
notion of “emergence (or simply ‘existence’) on the scene” (45). Now if both the sub-
ject and the verb are non-thematie, it is quite obvious that it will be the emerging
(or existing) object itself on which the reader’s/listener’s attention will concentrate,
not the act of its emerging (or fact of its existence). As for the notion of “‘emergence
(or simply ‘existence’) on the scene”, it need not necessarily be carricd by verbs that
primarily and explicitly express it (cf. the verbs kommen, come into, objeviti se in 11,
and cf. such English verbs or verbal phrases as come, come into view, come on the
scene, come in, comeup, appear, present oneself, emrge,crop up, arise etc., and their
German and Czech counterparts). It may be conveyed also by verbs that are capable
of expressing it secondarily, implicitly, and yet in due co-operation with the context
quite unmistakably (cf. sprechen, meet, address oneself, potkat, promluvit in 12 and
examples in our paper dealing with non-thematic subjects — cf. (5); treffen in 12 has
been bracketed as it is accompanied by an object and therefore does not come into
comparison).

We can now turn to the adverbia] phrase. It may also serve as an FRA partner of
a verb, provided its semantic relation to the given verb permits it. This means that
not every non-thematic adverbial phrase entering into the sentence together with
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a non-thematic verb will function as its FRA partner. This can easily be accounted
for by a comparison drawn between adverbial phrases on the one hand and objects
and complements (ct. note 44) on the other. Adverbial phrases contrast with the
latter in that they do not form such a homogeneous group, some adverbial types
standing in less close relation to the verb than others. As we shall see later, this
phenomenon may materially affect the FSP.

Coming back to those adverbial phrases that can function as FRA partners of
verbs, we do not want to pretend to be able to give an exhaustive list of types. We
just wish to demonstrate on three groups (each exemplifying a special sort of semantic
relation existing between the adverbial phrase and the verb) how an adverbial
phrase performs its function of an FRA partner of the verb. The first group is re-
presented by 13 and 14.

13. [... man rannte durch neue Katakomben bis zu den Rolltreppen,] diel® wie esne MGhie®®

lirmen? ... — LE 23.17
[... they rushed me through new catacombs to a moving staircase,] which® clatters®®
like a mill®... — LE 27.2
[... a b&%li novymi katakombami a% k pohyblivym schodim,] jeZ!° rachoti® jako
mlgn®... — LE 20.16

14. [..., und dann steckte man mich in einen Gitterkifiz,] der!? wie esne Rinderwaage®® aus-
sah?; ... — LE 22.7
[. .. and thrust me into & barred cage] which® 1ooks? like scales for weighing cattle®, ... —
LE 26.9

... a str&ili mne do m¥f¥ové klece,] jeZ'® vy pada®® jako dobytét vdha®, ... — LE 20.7
P

The close semantic relationship existing between the non-thematic verb and
the non-thematic adverbial phrase is obvious as they are both engaged in instituting
a comparison. And it is equally obvious that it is the adverbial phrase which, se-
mantically, is the pivotal point of this construction. Hence in all the three examined
languages it overshadows the verb irrespective of position. — 15, 16, 17 present
another type of semantic relation.

15. ...ertl, .. lieB#* seine Augen?? zu der Gruppe an der T4ir®® wandern®, — FS 21.7
..., hell let® his eyes!? wander® to the group by the door®®. — FS 11.36
...zabloudil® z akem?? k skupince u dvef{*°. — FS, 2'.28

16. [..:; es ist eine haispisllos ehrlichs Gsch iftastraBe, die kein hoheres Ziel hat,] als in den
Regents Park® zu miindend,... — LE 22,12
[-..: it is & business thoroughfare of unexampled respectability, which serves no higher
purpose] than to lead® i Regent’s Park®®. — LE 25.10
[-..; je to bezptikladnd polestné obchodni ulice, jeZ nemé vydSiho cile] neZ Wistit? do
Regent's Parku®, — LE 19.19

17. [..., wie England aussieht,] wennman sich!? ihm''vomKanal her*ni hert?’. — LE 10.17(46)
[-.. aictle picture of how England looks] when youl? approach? itt! from the English
Channel®®. — LE 11.3

[... jak vypad4 Anglie,] kdyZ% se k ni!® bliZite?® z Kandlu®. — LE 10.156

The verbs in 15—17 all express motion, the accompanying adverbial phrase
specifying the direction, i. e. the place to which or from which motion proceeds. The
adverbial phrase therefore conveys a highly essential, and quite indispensable
extension of the semantic content of the verb. Hence it is most natural that, provided
that both the verb and the adverbial phrase are non-thematic, the reader’s/listener’s
attention should concentrate first and foremost on the statement concerning the
direction, not on that about the motion itself. Once again, as displayed by the three
examined languages, differences in positions shown by the verb and by the adver-
bial phrase do not entail changes in the respective amounts of CD.

Another interesting type of semantic relationship existing between the verb and
the adverbial phrase is revealed by 18, 19 and 20.
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18. ...; aber als ich® unter der Steineiche im Hampton-Park®® sa B2, (fihlte ich...] — LE 14.14
...; but sitting® under an ancient oak tree in the park at Hampton Court™ [I was seriously
tempted to...] — LE 15.17
...; ale 8ed&? pod dubem kiemeldkem v Hampton Parku®, [pocitil jsem...] — LE 13.13

19. [Ich wire wahrscheinlich ein leidenschaftlicher Labourist,] wern ichl® tn der Gasse der
eisernen Balkone oder in der Gasse der grauen Ziegel*®* wohnen?* wiirde?!, — LE 14,12
[I should probably be a rabid Radical] if I3® lived? in the Street of the Iron Balconies or

sn the Street of the Grey Bricks’®; ... — LE 15.14
[Byl bych asi narufivym labouristou,] kdybych? bydlil22 v Ulici Zelezngch Balkond
nebo v Ulics Sedivgch Cihel® ... — LE 13.11

20. [Die gréBte Uberraschung fiir den Reiserden ist es, wern er in dcm fremden Land das
findet, wovon er schon hunderimal gelesen] oder was er!® hundertmal?* auf Bildern®? ge-
sehen’ hat?’, — LE 9.17
[The greatest surprise for a traveller is when he discovers in a fcreign country what he has
read about] or seen?® in pictures® hundreds of times®?. — 1E 10.1
[Nejvétsi pfekvapen{ cestovatele je, najde-li v cizi zemi to, o &em stckrat etl] nebo co
stokrat?® vidéP! na obrdzku?2. — LE 9,18

It is again the notion of existence (47) that plays a decisive part in the instances
under examination. Provided both the verb and the adverbial phrase are non-the-
matic, it is the place in which people or things find themselves, not the fact of their
existence in that place, which arrests the reader’s/listener’s attention (cf. inst. 18
and 19). Similarly, when a statement is made to the effect that such a place (in which
a person or thing exists) is being perceived, it is in the place perceived, not in the
act of perceiving, that the reader/hearer is chiefly interested (cf. inst. 20). As we
have seen already, notions that may be classified under the heading of “existence”
play an important part in the semantic structure of the sentence and considerably
affect its FSP.

20 requires special comment which will anticipate our argument on p. 61. The
adverbial element hundertmal/hundreds of times/stokrdt does not constitute an FRA
partner of the verb. If the word-order principles and the co-operation of means of
FSP permit it, it may therefore attain a higher degree of CD by moving towards, or
even by taking up, the end of the sentence. This is evidenced by the English version.
Occupying the end of the sentence and being used only once, the adverbial element
hundreds of times comes to function as rtheme proper.

We hope to have shown convincingly that within the limits specified on
p- 46 a non-thematic partner will — irrespective of position — carry a higher
amount of CD than the verb it accompanies. In other words, although a2 non-
copulative verb may carry a comparatively high amount of CD, in the presence of
& non-thematic FRA partner it will never have travelled far enough from the dy-
namically weak end of the gamut to become rheme proper. The absence of an FRA
partner is therefore an important item in the co-operation of means that permit the
verb to function as rtheme proper, i. e. allow it to perform the most essential communi-
cative role a word can be entrusted with in the sentence. — Verbs performing this
function are instanced in 21, 22 and 23.

21. Und als ich!® begriffen®® hatte??, [was los war, war mir bald frcher zumute.] — LE 29.13
And when I!0 realized?® [what wase happening, I at once felt more cheerful.] — LE 33.17
A kdy% jsem?® pochopi®l?, [co se dé&je, bylo mi hnedle radostnéji.] — LE 26.13

22. Inzwischen®! habe?? ich1® unter anderm® entritselt®, [daB der wilde Schrei ,,0-ej-6* auf

der StraBe Kartoffeln bedeutet;] ... — LE 27.23
In the meanwhile?! I'® have?? found out®?, among other things®, [that the wild cry “o-ei-o™
in the street means potatoes;] ... — LE 31.20

Zatim®? jsem?® mimo jiné** rozlusti®),'® [Ze divy kfik ,,0-ej-6* pa ulici znamené bram-
bory,]... = LE 23.20



23. ... was!'?jhr!! nach langem ‘Bemiihen?® beinahe gelingt®. — LE 22.13(48)
... which!?, after a Jong endeavour?’, it almcst manages® 1o achieve?:. — LE 25.13
.. coZ!? ge ji1! po dlouhém usili?® temeF povede?’, — L E 19.21

In 21 the verb “holds undisputed sway” over the FSP of the clause in which
1t occurs. It can, however, easily adopt this role as there is no other element present
that could possibly become bearer of a higher amount of CD than ol that carried by
the verb. In 22 and 23, the verbs are not preceded by any element that could operate
as an FRA partner. Consequently, unhampered by semantic content and in accor-
dance with the position they occupy, they can — at least in the German and Czech
Iinstances — unmistakably become rhemes proper. As to the English verbs, found out
in 22 also functions as rheme proper, but the adverbial element among other things
(whose Czech and German opposite numbers precede their respective verbs) assumes
its position after the verb, and propped up by commas (49) dces not allow it to assert
itself with such intense force as its Czech and German counterparts do. As to the
phrase manages to achieve in 23, the following observation could be made. Whilst
both in English and in German rheme proper is conveyed by a finite verb only, the
English version expresses it by means of a finite verb plus an infinitive, the latter
functioning as rheme proper. No doubt, similar instances could be adduced from
Czech and German as well, but judging by the marked disposition of English to
weaken its finite verb, we may safely state that they will be more frequent in English
than in the other two languages. The two notes passed on found out and manages to
achieve respectively, together with the comment offered on the English version
of 20, give a glimpse of the share FSP and the nominal tendencies may have in the
Pprocess that leads to the weakening of the English finite verb.

By way of ending this chapter, let us briefly state that the type containing
a non-thematic verb and & non-thematic FRA partner of the verb (and falling, of
course, within the limits specified on p. 46) is by far the most frequent in our ma-
terials. On the other hand, the type containing a verb in the function of theme proper
is of comparatively low frequency. But it is of special interest to us as it covers
instances in which uncertainty may arise as to the degree of closeness of the semantic
relationship existing between the verb and the adverbial phrase. We shall take up
this problem in Chapter IV.

III.

In the preceding chapter we have studied the non-thematic verb in its relation
to a non-thematic partner, excluding from our observation second instance
sentences and sentences that contain special rhematizing means of FSP (cf. p. 46).
In other words we have not covered all the levels of FSP on which the verb and its
partners may operate.

These observations raise the problem of what we call instance levels. The
terms First and Second Instances have already been used in the First Chapter,
where the opinion was voiced that in all probability they cover a whole hierarchy
of levels. The following lines are an attempt to offer some thoughts on this hierarchy.
(Its methodological value will be discussed at the end of the present chapter.)

To begin with, let us comment on types falling within the First Instance.
The type with which we want to start may be illustrated by the sentence A girl
broke a vase. As we have already shown (see p. 42), all the components of the
quoted sentence are comparatively very dynamic, as each of them conveys a new
piece of information. It needs little proof that under the circumstances the context
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affects the FSP of the studied sentence very little, if at all. (Theme, transition and
rheme, however, are marked out through the operation of the basic distribution
of CD, which is to be regarded as an inherent linear quality of every sentence.)

Let us pass on to another type. The sentence The gurl broke a vase admits — within
the First Instance, of course — of at least three interpretations. Occurring at the
beginning of a narrative, it may be almost on the same level as the preceding sentence
(though not quite, as the definite article may suggest a pseudo-knowledge of the
subject and therefore indicate a somewhat lower degree of CD. than the indefinite
article). Occurring within a context in which the girl has been spoken about, it will
have its FSP affected by the context and be removed a marked step away from the
basic level on which the first version (with the indefinite article in the subject) finds
itself. Oceurring within a context in which not only the girl but also the action (the
breaking) has been spoken about, it will have its FSP still more affected by the
context and will be removed another marked step away from the basic level.

The sentence The girl broke the vase definitely admits of more interpretations than
the preceding version and is capable of being still further removed from the level
on which the first example occurred. Without going into all the possibilities, let
us just mention that it is the definite article occurring with the noun vase that allows
of a further shift away from the basic level. As has been shown (on p. 43) the definite
article cannot prevent its accompanying noun from becoming rheme proper. For
this reason, the type under discussion may come very near the type The girl broke
a vase. However, whereas the non-generic indefinite article is capable of marking out
an entirely new idea, the definite article will indicate at least some degree of definite-
ness (which will imply a certain amount of familiarity and consequently a somewhat
lower degree of CD); this will not hinder the definite article from occurring within
the rheme (cf. p. 43), but will prevent the sentence from coming as near the basic
level as the type The girl broke a vase. Another difference existing between the two
types consists in the range of their applicability within the gamut of levels. Whereas
only two elements ([the] girl and broke) of the three in The girl broke a vase allow of
thematization, any of the three elements occurring in The girl broke the vase can be
thematized. Owing to this wider range of applicability the type with the definite
article before the noun vase seems to come up higher in the gamut, beyond the
sphere occupied by the other type.

Still further from the basic level, though with a smaller range of applicability,
can be found the type The girl broke it. Under the circumstances, it is chiefly the
pronoun it that places the sentence so far away from the basic instance level. The
pronoun no longer functions as an element that can possibly be weakened by the
context; it is weak in itself and therefore standing in more or less constant relation
to the context. This also means that whereas in the type The girl broke the vase any
of the three components could function as rheme proper, in the case of The girl
broke it only two components (the girl, broke) could do so. (Of the discussed types, the
type The girl broke the vase evidently possesses the widest range of applicability
within the gamut of levels.) It follows that various sentence types may acquire ranges
of applicability of different width and take up different places within the gamut of
of levels.

Another step away from the level on which we started would be the type She
broke it, and still another type She did it. They both show very narrow ranges of
applicability. A free operation of the basic distribution of CD is excluded altogether,
whereas the links with the preceding context have been strengthened to a very high
degree.
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We propose to call the types of levels which have been discussed above ordinary
instance levels. All of them, of course, fall within what was formerly roughly
termed First Instance. Another type of levels that would also come under the heading
of First Instance is what we should like tentatively to call special instance le-
vels — without daring at the moment to draft an outline of levels similar to that
offered above. The existence of special instance levels is suggested to us by the fact
that there exist intensifying elements of the type of Engl. even, G. sogar, Cz. 1, etc.
If removed from the sentence, they leave it formally complete. They are, as it were,
superimposed on the sentence structure, considerably changing its FSP by rhemat-
izing (frequently even turning into rheme proper) the element to which they are
made to refer. Thus the adverb even if employed in the function of an intensive
particle changes the FSP of a sentence, regardless of the ordinary level, on which the
sentence — if not containing the intensifying element — might oceur; cf. Even the
girl broke a vase, She even broke the vase, Even she did 4t. (In all these instances, even
is marking out the rheme proper. Note that the sentences would be formally complete
if the intensive particle were removed: The girl broke a vase, etc.) The German selbst
behaves in a similar way, cf. Selbst die Kinder haben sich neulich daran erinnert, ...
(SK 13.14). Nur produces a similar effect; as e. g. in [Finf Schaufeln Kohle waren
uns zugebilligt,] die nur auf Minuten die zvgige Baracke anwd men konnien. .. (SK 8.20).
If the nur were removed, the sentence would be formally complete and its FSP
entirely different. (It would be in accordance with the basic distribution of CD,
die zugige Baracke being a thematized FRA partner of the verb.) Needless to say,
the adverb nur could be made to intensify also other elements of the examined sen-
tence. Another means of FSP operating on special ins*ance levels are the various
types of negations (cf., e. g., the not in 2). The special SC means (i. e. such as operate
on special instance levels) do not prevent the ordinary SC means (i. e. such as operate
on ordinary levels) from functioning; the latter, however, have to restrict their
operations in accordance with the ends pursued by the former.

The scanty remarks on the special instance levels will have to be put to the test
and further elaborated. (F. Dane§’s observations on the words také, zase, pFece,
sotva, etc. on pp. 82 it. of his book on Czech intonation would prove of great value.)
We only wanted, tentatively, to point out a layer of instance levels that might be
placed in the suggested hierarchy between the ordinary instance levels and what
we have so far termed Second Instance, which ranks highest among all instance
levels.

Within the Second Instance, as has already been explained (see p. 43), any word
may become rheme proper or part of an extensive theme proper. In other words any
sentence may pass from its ordinary or special level into the Second Instance. It
is evident that on this level which we propose to call superinstance level, all
SC means, ordinary and special, cease to function. It is on this level that the context
asserts itself with greatest force.

We have attempted to sketch an outline of instance levels on which FSP operates.
We are well aware that further research will have to map out the types with greater
accuracy and in greater detail. Yet, we believe that evenat this tentative stage the
conception of instances may prove of methodological value.

Before pursuing this okservation any further, let us comment on two other types
that fall within the ordinary instance levels but have so far not been dealt with.

24. [Das tat mir einigermaBen leid, darum ging ich,] es!? mir!! anzusehen®, ... — LE 28.10
[1 felt rather sorry for it,] so I'! went?? to inspect® it1?; ... — LE 33.12
[Bylo mi ji pondkud lito,] i 8el?? jsem?! se!! na22 ni!? podivat®*... — LE 25.10



25. [Wie eine Herde, wenu ein Hund ins Feld liuft, standen sie Kopf an Kopf und Schulter an
Schulter,] bareit?® den Eindringling!® niederzurennen und totzutrampeln®. — FS 18.28
[Like cattle when a dog comes into the field, they stood head to head and shoulder to
shoulder,] prepared?® to run upon and trample?! the invader!® to death®?, — FS 9.6
[Pod>bni stddu dobytka, kdy% pes pfibéhne na pole, stéli t8sné u sebe, hlavu u hlavy
a rameno u ramens,] hotovi?® poraziti® vetielcel? a k smrtid? jejl® uslapati®l, — FS, 16.9
[Jako dobytek, pfijde-li na louku pes, stéli hlava vedle hlavy, bok po boku,] pfipraveni®
rozbdhnout se a udupat® vetfelce!? k smrti®2. — FS, 22.16

28, [Er sprach mit Behagen, als fiihle er,] dafl er!! die alte Tante!? aufheitere®, — FS 26.14
[He spoke with relish, as though he felt] he!! was? cheering up® his old aunt!?. — FS 18.4
[Vypravél s chuti, jako by citil,] Ze tim!? rozveseluje® svou starou tetul? — FS, 23.12
[Mluvil 8 potéSenim, jako by si myslil,] Ze starou tetu'® obifastiiuje®. — FS, 29.25

All the examples above occur on ordinary instance levels, but differ from those
examined in the previous chapter in that they contain verbal forms which are
accompanied by FRA partners (objects) that are no longer non-thematic. These
thematic FRA partners are either expressed by personal pronouns which function
as thematic SC means, or by nominal elements thematized by the preceding context
(the latter applies also to the version of FS_of 26). In consequence, the verbal forms
carry higher amounts of CD, and in a majority of cases even become rhemes proper.
A comparison of the German, English and Czech versions shows that once again the
positions of the verbal forms and their objects differ from language to language: the
German verb occurs finally, following the object; the English verb medially, preceding
the object; the Czech verb occurs both finally and medially, following and preceding
the object respectively. However, the differences in position alter nothing about the
fact that the verbal form carries a higher amount of CD than its object.

It follows that not only on a level on which the verb appears as non-thematic and
i8 accompanied by a non-thematic FRA partner, but also on a level on which a non-
thematic verb appears with an FRA partner that has been thematized, the basic
distribution of CD may be counteracted and an adequate estimate of the various
amounts of CD successfully secured. On the former type of level it is the semantio
content of the verb that makes its carrier (i. e. the verbal form) function as an SC
means; on the latter it is the context itself that functions as a means of FSP. To sum
up. In regard to the relation existing between the verb and its FRA partner, the
facts adduced above place the verb in such a position within the structure of language
that it may comply not only with the demands of FSP, but also with those of gram-
matical structure (which may vary from one language to another; just compare the
fixed positions of the verb in German and English respectively) and possibly also
with other factors (e. g. of the rhythmical principle). This clearly shows that in
spite of its various positions in the sentence, the verb cannot be regarded
as an element insusceptible to FSP.

The reader will have observed that in studying the examples quoted so far we
started with verbs which carried a very small amount of CD and have finished with
verbs functioning as themes proper. In order to continue along the gamut, we could
pass on to verbs functioning as rhemes proper on special instance levels (cf. the neg-
atived verb in 2 on p.42 and in 32 on p. 58) and to verbs functioning as themes proper
on superinstance levels. But these types have been excluded from our observation.
There is, however, a type that ought to be mentioned, a type that is near the starting
point of the gamut but has so far not been dealt with. It contains a verb thematized
by the context. One example will suffice.

27. ..., und seit der Zeit!? habe® ich!! unzihlige Male®® die Londoner Straflen iiberquert'?... —
LE 24.17
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..., and since then!3 I'1 have?®® crossed the London streets!? on countless occasions®,... —
LE 27.24

... & od té6 doby?? jsem?® bezpottukrite® pfekiizoval londynské ulice!?. — LE 21.11

The sentence should be read in a wider context which would show that the author
describes the abominably heavy London traffic and recalls the horror “which was
then aroused in him by the idea that he must get at the other side of the street”.
It is clear why both the verb and its FRA partner have been thematized. All three
examples occur on one instance level; the arrangement of the German and Czech
sentences, however, shcws a distinct emotive colouring (50).

Having travelled through the gamut extending between the lowest and the highest
degree of CD a verbal form can carry, and having sketched an outline of levels on
which FSP may operate, we should like to offer a few thoughts on, the methodological
value of these observations.

In our opinion, the conception and establishing of levels may contribute towards
a more detailed description and better understanding of mutual interrelations be-
tween FSP on the one hand and the grammatical and semantic planes on the other.
It allows, for instance, of a deeper insight into the relations existing between
the verb and the other sentence elements (the subject, object, complement,
adverbial phra-e) and examines them not only trom a purely syntactical point
of view, but from that of the very act of communication. Similarly, in regard to the
semantic plane, the conception of levels may contribute to a better understanding of
how certain lexical units, or even parts of speech, function in actual communication.
(Just cf. the established possibility of using the non-thematic verb as an SC means
on those levels on which it appears as non-thematic and is accompanied by & non-
thematic FRA partner.) In these and other ways, the grammatical and semantic
structures of the sentence can be studied in their relations to FSP, which will no
doubt be in accordance with the views of those scholars [J. Vachek (51), e. g.] who
regard the structure of language as a system of systems.

From the gamut recording degrees of CD within the structure of language and
from the gamut of instance levels, conclusions may be drawn as to the rdle played
by the verb in the very act of communication. As we have seen, the verb is mostly
surpassed in CD by another element. A verb can become rheme proper, but only
under conditions that are rather external than dependent on the character of the
verb itself (i. e. on conditions involving, e. g., the absence of an FRA partner, the
thematization of such partner, the absence of following non-FRA partners strength-
ened through the operation of the basic distribution of CD, the presence of special
rhematizing SC means, etc.).

In this connection, we wish to recall an observation made earlier in this paper.
In English — on a larger scale than in Czech or in German — the verb is surpassed
in CD by other elements. This is due to the fixed medial position of the English verb,
which allows a greater number of non-FRA partners to follow in its wake; these
non-FRA partners, if non-thematic, may acquire a higher amount of CD through the
operation of the basic distribution of CD. On the part of the English verb, this does
not make the verb insusceptible to FSP, but detracts from its importance in the act
of communication.

In contrast with the verb, a noun is upon the whole dynamically stronger. It
attains the rheme-proper end of the gamut of CD with greater ease. This is not only
because of its function as an FRA partner of the verb, but also because of its wider
applicability in syntactical functions.

All the facts adduced above contribute to an explanation why not only in English
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but also in Czech and in German tendencies can be observed that testify to a shift
from verbal to nominal expression. The degree to which this shift is being carried
out will of course differ, as has been indicated above, from one language to another
in accordance with the structure of every particular language (62). The facts adduced
above, and the entire argument advanced in this paper, have perhaps demonstrated
that such a shift from verbal to nominal expression cannot be examined without due
regard to the function of the verb and other elements within FSP. In fact, the degree
with which the tendency of removing the verb from the rheme-proper end of the
gamut asserts itself co-determines, and is in its turn co-determined, by the entire
structure of the concerned language.

Iv.

We cannot close our notes without at least touching upon the question intimated
in Chapter II (p. 51), viz. upon the problem of cases that show uncertainty as to the
closeness of semantic relationship existing between the verb and the adverbial
phrase. We propose to broach this problem in a somewhat wider setting, which will
make it possible to offer a few thoughts on the insusceptibility of language to FSP.
Let us first examine the example 28 below. (The sequences of four figures above the
line of the German versions of 28 and 29 indicate the possibility of a double inter-
pretation. Thus %, e, g., should be read as:*® or ¥.)

28, [Er (i. e. Soames — J. F.) entfernte sich bei dffentlichen Gelegenheiten nur selten von
Irenens Seite; und wenn sie im Drang des gesellschaftlichen Verkehrs einmal get ennt
wurden, konnte man sehen] wie seine Augen'? ihr'! mit einem seltsamen Ausdruck von
Wachsamkeit und Verlangen263¢ folgten®20, — ¥S 20.21
He!! [was seldom, indeed, far from Irene’s side at public functions; end even when sepa-
rated by the cxigenciesof social intercourse,] could be?! seen®? following?® her!? about? with
his eyes®, in which!® were?® strange expressions of watchfulness and longing®®. — FS 11.10
[Z¥{dka se viibec na vefejnosti vzdaloval od Irenina boku, & dokonce i tenkrat, kdyZ ho od
nf nezbytnosti spoledenské zdbavy odloudily, byvalo ho videt,]} jak ji? sleduje? zrakem¥,
v ném%i° byl? podivny vyraz ostraZitosti a touhy®. — FS, 24,10

As we see it, the semantic relationship existing between the non-thematic mat-
phrase and the non-thematic verbal form folgten is not close enough to admit of the
former being classified as an FRA partner. Occurring after 2 non-FRA partner
(cf. p. 55) the verbal form folgten should accordingly be regarded, as no doubt
many readers would actually interpret it, as rheme proper. The matter, however, is
not so simple. Though perhaps not an FRA partner of the verb, the mit-phrase
conveys a very material amplification of the meaning of the verb, so essential in
fact that the phrase may consequently pass into the border strata between non-FRA
and FRA partners. This, together with the pressure within the system of the language
(exerted by the majority of cases in which a final verb is considered less dynamic than
its preceding non-thematic nominal partner), does not preclude the possibility of
interpreting the mit-phrase as rheme proper.

Neither in the English nor in the two Czech versions (F'S, does not substantially
differ from FS,) similar uncertainty can arise. Occurring finally and preceded by
less dynamic elements, the Czech and English counterparts of the German mst-phrase
undoubtedly function as rhemes proper. But even the idea of Soames’s constantly
keeping his eyes on Irene gets into prominence in the Czech and English versions. In
their own separate spheres of basic distribution of CD, the words with his eyes and
zrakem, which partake in expressing this idea, function as rhemes proper as well.
It is, however, the respective counterpart of the mit-phrase that functions as rheme
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proper of the entire complex sentence (which is to be considered a sphere of basic
distribution of CD as well, but one of higher order).

The means of FSP employed by the English and Czech versions mark out the
degrees of CD in such a way as to leave no room for uncertainty in interpretation.
In the German version, on the other hand, the co-operation of means is such as not
to offer an unequivocal, and therefore wholly adequate, communication about the
extra-linguistic reality referred to.

Cases in which the means of FSP fail to mark out the degrees of CD unequivocally
are not confined to German only (53); they have been observed in English as well (54).
As they potentially allow of more than one interpretation (as even in the very act
of communication, i. e. written communication, they potentially occur on more
than one instance level), they are regarded by us as cases of potentiality. In our
opinion, it is within this sphere of the structure of language that insusceptibility
to FSP has to be sought for. As we have shown at greater length elsewhere, the
nature and frequency of the phenomenon of potentiality in a language seems to be
an indicator of the degree of susceptibility shown by that language towards FSP.

True enough, at the present state of research some cases might be relegated to the
sphere of potentiality simply out of insufficient knocwledge of all the means of FSP
and their ways of operation; the phenomenon of potentiality, however, exists and
language may even tend to remove the causes that bring it about. Before pointing
out a “remedy” (55) that may be resorted to by Geiman to remove the causes of
potentiality or other causes leading to certain degrees of insusceptibility to FSP, let
us offer at least one more specimen (29 below) instancing the phenomenon of poten-
tiality.

29. [Ja, ich gestehe ohne weiteres, daB ich Angst hatte: Angst, ...] daB die Menschheit® durch

irgendsine furohtbare Katastrophe??® zugrunde®®?? geht?,... — LE 25.6

[... T was afraid ...,] that mankind!® would®! perish?® a8 the result®® of some dreadful
catastrophe®, ... — LE 28.18

[...: bal jsem se, ...,] Ze lidstvo!® vyhyne?® n¥jakou hroznou katastrofou?® ... — LE 21.24

Although zugrunde is an evident FRA partner to geht, uncertainty arises whether
the durch-phrase performs such function in relation to the entire verbal phrase
zugrunde gehen. The answer seems to be in the negative. But what has been stated
about the mzt-phrase of 28 could — with the necessary alterations — be repeated
about the adverbial phrase introduced by durch in 29. Hence the possible double
interpretation: the durch-phrase serving as a highly dynamic transitional element,
zugrunde as rheme proper; and vice versa. As to English and Czech, the co-operation
of means marks out the counterpart of the durch-phrase as rheme proper.

The German versions of 28, 29 betray a clash between the grammatical principle
(stric’ly requiring a final position of the verb) and the demands of FSP. The
grammatical principle getting the upper hand, the marginal cases of verbal partners
in 28 and 29 go without having their degrees of CD marked out unequivocally.

In both cases the demands of FSP would be complied with and the phenomenon
of potentiality removed if the rigid grammatical word-order were loosened and the
positions allotted according to the degrees of CD. It is not without interest that
such a solution is not an impossible one within the structure of German, since it
can be observed not only in everyday conversational speech, but quite frequently
also with esteemed and accomplished writers (56). It is worth notice that it serves
not only as a remedy for potentiality (see 30 and 31 and the comments below),
but also for another type of cases (see 30 and 32, containing non-FRA partners of
the verb, and the comments below) equally displaying some degree of insusceptibility
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to FSP (caused by an element having to oocur in a fixed position, and thereby
incurring a loss in CD).

30. [Vielleicht wird man spiter nicht verstehen, (wie 80 Franz!® vergniigt?*sein 2! konnte??in der
Haut, (in der er steckte.] — SK 9.11

31. [Zwanzig Jahre spiter stand auf der Mainzer Schiffsbriicke ein alter Soldat Posten. Wie
sie an ihm voriiberzogen, die letzten der Groen Armee, zerlumpt und diister, da fiel ihm
ein, wie er hier Posten gestanden hatte,] als siel® eingezogen?® waren 2! mit den Trikoloren
und mit den Menschenrechten®, [und er weinte laut auf.] — SK 12.25

32. [,,... und er hat erst heut ganz frith heimgemacht,] da ist? er!® nicht®*® durchgelassen®®
worden? bei Gustavsburg®.* — SK 15.13

Being a non-FRA partner, the phrase in der Haut (in 30) could not, so to speak,
on its own assume the fungtion of rheme proper if it came to stand before the group
vergniigt sevn komnie (in which vergniigt is an FRA partner of sein konnte). On the
other hand, in such a case, the possibility (potentiality) would have to be admitted
of the relative clause (in der...) strengthening its antecedent, the adverbial phrase
tn der Haut (in other words, the possibility of the reader’s concentrating on the
semantic and grammatical coherence of the relative clause and its antecedent).
The only way, however, how to mark out the adverbial phrase in der Hout as un-
equivocal rheme proper is to place it — in accordance with the basic distribution of
CD — after the verb. This is actually the solution which the author has adopted in
the discussed example.

Like the phrase in der Haut in 30, the mit-phrase of 31 is no FRA partner of the
verb either. It is therefore highly probable that it would incur a loss in CD if it
came to be placed before the verbal form eingezogen. (All the more so, as eingezogen
apparently stands in contrast to voriberzogen, which occurs earlier in the sentence.
Should eingezogen appear at the end, the contrast would become more manifest,
which would make eingezogen still more dynamic.) As the sentence stands, however,
the final position of the mut-phrase leaves no doubt as to its degree of CD, excluding
the phenomenon of potentiality altogether. In accordance with the basic distribu-
tion of CD, the mit-phrase becomes rheme proper.

Neither the adverbial phrase bei Gustavsburg, occurring in 32, is an FRA partner
of the verb. As the verb has been marked out as rheme proper by nicht, a special SC
means, the bei-phrase has no chance of surpassing it in CD. But in occurring at the
end, it may attain a degree of CD that in the circumstances is almost as high as that
of the verb. (Incidentally, 32 may serve as an illustrative example of co-operation
of means, ordinary and special, on a special instance level.)

Ha.vmg at least indicated how language may set about rendering its means more
adequate to the communicative needs of its user, we have perhaps proceeded far
enough to add some closing remarks to our discussion.

We have not covered the whole field (e. g., the FRA and non-FRA partners of the
verb invite further research, much remains to be said about the various positions
of the verb (57), the final position not exempted, and about the relation of these
positions to other word-order principles than those discussed in this paper (58), etc.).
Still, we hope to have shown that it is possible to square the different positions as
revealed by the verbs in English, German, and Czech with the theory of FSP. Al-
though the English, the German, and even the Czech verb, may be at evident variance
(not called forth by emotive reasons) with the gradual arrangement of words “from
the known to the unknown”, they are not in disagreement with, and consequently
not insusceptible to, FSP. True enough, there are cases that cause potentiality,
but even those cannot be regarded as insusceptible in the full sense of the word,
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The phenomenon of potentiality is the outcome of a kind of not wholly adequate
co-operation of means, but not proof of a total failure of these means to function
within FSP.

The reason why the differences in position as revealed by the verb may be squared
with the theory of FSP is to be sought for in the specific semantic character of the
verb. Owing to it, the verb may function as a SC means of FSP on those instance
levels on which it appears as non-thematic and is accompanied by a non-thematic
FRA partner.We believe that this conception may throw new light also on the changes
in position as observable with verbs in the course of the historical development of
language. Viewed in the light of FSP theory, the overwhelming majority of such
changes could apparently be carried out as they were not at variance with FSP.
The truly manifold character the co-operation of means of FSP displays seems to
have provided one of the channels through which the changes in word-order could
have come about without paralyzing the power of language reliably to mark out — at
least to a considerably high degree — the degrees of CD carried by its semantic
components.

The semantic character of the verb also affects its position within the gamut of
degrees of CD. As has been shown, the verb ranks below the noun, showing a definitely
lower frequency at the rheme-proper end of the gamut. This indicates the share
FSP may have in the promotion of the shift from verbal to nominal expression
within the structure of language.

This proves that FSP does not operate independently of phenomena belonging to
other language planes, which brings us to the following conclusion. Although we
are aware that the co-operation of FSP does not show hundred-percent consistency
on all instance levels, the fact remains that the co-operation is highly organized.
With the proviso concerning the degree of consistency and recalling the results
presented in our papers on FSP, we therefore venture to suggest that the means
of FSP form a system within the structure of language, a system linked up with,
and not independent of, other systems within the whole system of language itself.
A further inquiry into this system of FSP means must needs throw valuable light
not only on the functions of the verb, but also on those of the sentence and of the
entire language structure.
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NOTES

(1) The second part, entitled More Thoughis on the Communicative Function of the English
Verb, and the third part, entitled Further Thoughts on the Communicative Function of the
English Verb, are to appear in the Sborntk pract fillosofické fakully brn&nské university A 17,
1959, and in some other philological periodical, respectively.

(la) A term modelledon V. Mathesius’ German designation Satzperspektive (see his paper
Zur Satzperspektive im modernen Englisch, Archiv fir das Studium der neueren Sprachen und Lite-
raturen 115, pp. 202—210) and used in our paper Some Thoughts on the Function of Word-Order
in Old English and Modern English, Sbornik filosofické fakulty brndnské university 1957, A5,
Pp. 72—98.

(2) Translating V. Mathesius’ term aktudini &lenéni vétné.

(3) Cf. the English rendering of the title of Mathesius’ study O lak zvaném aktudlnim &lenéné
v¥tném (published in the Slovo a slovesnost 5/1939, pp. 171 —174), On the so-called Actual Division
of the Sentence, as given by the Annual Bibliography of English Language and Literature 21/1940
gic!).

( (4) Cf. the English summary of F. Dane#'s monograph Intonace a véta ve spisovné lestiné
(Sentence Intonation tn Present-Day Standard Czech), Prague 1957, pp. 139—147. Danes’s mono-
graph contains a valuable survey of the work done in the field of FSP (56—62).

(5) See(1a, 3, 8), hut elso V. Mathesius, Cestina a obecny jazykozpyt (The Czech Language and
General Linguistics), Prague 1947, a selection from Mathesius’s papers, where also other contribu-
tions dealing with FSP can be found. For further literature on the subject see our papers Some
Thoughts on the Function of Word-Order in Old English and Modern English ( a), Pozndmky
k problematice anglického slovniho pofddku s hlediska aktudlntho Elenénd véiného (Some Notes on
the Problem of English Word-Order from the Point of View of Actual Sentence Analysis), Sbornik
pract filosofické fakulty brnénské university 1956, A 4, pp. 93—107, and K otdzce nezékladovyjch
podméti v soulasné anglitting, Prispdvek k theorii aktudintho &lenént vétného (On the Problem of
Non-Thematic Subjects in Contemporary English, A Contribution to the Theory of Functional
Sentence Perspective), Casopis pro modernt filologis 39/1957, pp. 22—42 and 165—173.

(8) See, for instance, V. Mathesius’ paper Ze srovndvacich studil slovoslednyjch (From Compar-
ative Word-Order Studies), Casopis pro modernd filologii 28/1942, p. 182.

(7) See op. cit., pp. 183—190 and 302-—308.
(8) See op. cit., p. 188.
(9) See op. cit., p. 185,

(10) In her paper O nopadxe caoe ¢ Hemeykom azuike (On the Order of Words in German ), Hro-
cmpannsie agbiku 8 wroae 1957, No. 1, pp. 8—20,

(11) Krushel'nitskaya speaks of the semantic function of word-order (cmbicaosan Eynnyus
nopadka caog).

(12) See his monograph Neue Untersuchungen zum Wesen und zur Strukiur des deutschen
Satzes (Der Satz als Spannungsfeld), Deutsche Akademie der Wissenschaften zu Berlin, Veréffent-
lichungen des Instituts fiir Deutsche Sprache und Literatur, 1955, Lieferung 4.

(13) Boost uses the expressions des Wissen des Sprechers and das Noch-nicht-wissen des Horers.

(14) Boost speaks of two Spannungsfihrungen.

(15) Translating Boost’s term Mitteilungswert. Communicative dynamism (= CD), degrees of
CD, are the designations used in our papers.
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(18) For further details see our Bemerkungen iber einen deutschen Beitrag zum Problem der
Satzperspektive, an extensive discussion of K. Boost’s book in the Philologica Pragensia 1/1958,

. 49—54.

PP(17) Zdklady &eské skladby (Fundamentals of Czech Syniax), Praha 1952, p. 25.

(18) See Jentence Intonation tn Present-Day Czech ( ), p. 65.

(19) Cf., e. g., F. Vodidka, Poldtky krdsné prozy novoleské (The Beginnings of Modern Czech
Polite Prose), pp. 78 ff.

(20) See her paper quoted in (10) and also the papers Cmsicaosan fynkyus nopadra caoe
8 HemeyKom Azbike — cpasHumensro ¢ pycckus { The Semantic Function of Word-Order in German —
A Comparison with Russian), Yuenvie sanucku Boennozo uncrmumyma uHOCMPAMHNT A3bLKEOG,
Moscow 1948, No. 5, pp. 21—36; Cubicao8aa iynKkyun apmukaa ¢ CORPEMEHHOM HEMEYKOM RIBIKE
(The Semantic Function of the Article in Contemporary German), Tpydw Boennoeo uncmumyma
unocmpantuir sasxos, Moscow 1955, No. 7, pp. 38—562; K sonpocy o cmycaosom waerenuu nped-
aoncerun (On the Question of the Semantic Structure of the Sentence}, Bonpocu aavikoananus
Moscow 1956, No. 5, pp. 55—67.

(21) Cf. our paper On the Problem of Non-Thematic Subjects in Contemporary English (5),

. 29,

P (22) Its significance for the problem in hand has been prompted to us by F. Kopeé&ny's
conception of transitiveness (transitivnost), by I. Poldauf’s conception of the indis-
pensable verbal complement (nutné doplnén{ slovesa), and by F. Dane¥’s eble
comments on the researches concerning the position of the Czech verb. See F. Kopedny, Zdklady
Eeské skldby (Fundanentals of Czech Syntazx), Prague 1958, pp. 29—34, 1. Poldauf, Mluvnice
soudasné angliltiny I (A Grammar of Contemporary English I), Prague 1951, pp. 161 f., I. Pol-
dauf, Srovndvdni s materitinou pfs védeckém studiu jazyki (Comparison with the Mother Tongue
as a Method of Research into Foreign Languages), Sborntk Vysoké Skoly pedagogické v Olomoucs,
Prague 1954, p. 70; for F. Danej, see note (36). ’

(23) Translating Sechehaye's “complément’ (avoiding the term “complement’, which might
be misleading).

(24) The example is being quoted from V. Mathesjus’ paper From Comparative Word-Order
Studies (8), p. 186. Our interpretation of its FSP, however, is different. Cf. also our paper Some
Thoughts on the Function of Word-Order in OF and ModFE (5), p. 75.

(25) We have as a rule refrained from interpreting the degree of CD of conjunctions and of
similar introductory words at the head of clauses, leaving it to further research. Insignificant as
these elements may seem, they may not be quite devoid of communicative dynamism, for they
function as “key signatures”, imparting, as it were, & certain semantic tuning to the sequence of
words they introduce. Much, of course, depends on the semantic character of the conjunction or
its equivalent. Just compare the dynamically weak andfund/a with the comparatively strong
but/aber/ale.

(26) An element communicatively more dynamic, i. e. an element carrying a higher degree
of CD. Whenever dyramic occurs further on in this paper, the qualification communicatively is
to be understood.

(27) Oa the onomatological (naming) function of morphemes cf. V. Skali&ka, Vztak morfo-
logie @ syntaxe (The Relation of Morphology to Syntax), Slovo a slovesnost 18/1957, pp. 65—70.

(28) I. e. in example 2 following below. When referring to examples, we shall only give their
numbers.

(29) Cf. our paper Some Thoughts on the Problem of English Word-Order from the Point of View
of Actual Sentence Analysis (5), pp. 94—95.

(30) On the FSP means employed by the spoken form of language see F. Dane#’s fundamen-
tal monograph Sentence Intonation in Present-Day Standard Czech (4).

(31) Linear Modification, PMLA 1952, pp. 1117—1144.

(32) Quoted from J. Galsworthy, The Forsyte Saga, Heinemann, London 1922, p. 32.

(33) For a more detailed discussion of this instance, see On the Problem of Non-Thematic
Subjects in Contemporary English (5), p. 32.

(34) For a detailed discussion of various types of co-operation as displayed by SC means, see
our papers quoted in (5).

(35) Op. cit., p. 1123.

(36) Closing Chapter One, we feel the following point ought to be made. We trust to have
convinced the reader that in spite of the vast literature concerning the problem of word-order in
general, and the position of the verb in particular, thers is still room for & study of the present
kind. We hope that the consistent functional approach from the angle set forth in Chapter One
will justify the existence of our T'koughts. For the literature dealing with word-order in English,
see our papers (la, 5). A serviceable account of the research in the positions of the Czech verb
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will be found in F. Dane&’s Sentence Intonaiton in Present-Day Standard Czech (4), pp. 64—69,
(It contains valuable comments on the views of V. Ertl, F. Travnitek, F. Kopetny, J.Muka-
fovsky, and others.) As to the position of the verb in German, see esp. the bibliography given
by O. Behaghel in Deutsche Syntaz, Band II, Heidelberg 1932, pp. 10—11, and F. Maurer’s
and K. Schneider’s monographs, Untersuchungen tiber die deutsche Verbstellung in threr ge-
schichtlichen Entwicklung, Heidelberg 1926, and Die Stellungstypen des finiten Verbs im urgerma-
nischen Haupt- und Nebensatz, Heidelberg 1938, respectively.

(37) The languege of the examined instances itself indicating which version is concerned, the
same abbreviation has been used with the original and with the translations.

(38) The figures give the page and line on which the quoted instance begins. (The lines taken
up by the headings of chapters count as well.)

(39) In 3—20, the examined non-thematic verbal forms have been spaced out and the exam-
ined non-thematic partners of the verb italicized. Throughout the paper, in all instances, those
parts that are not under discussion have been bracketed.

(40) Considerations of space have comrelled us to limit the number of instances (which
as a rule have to be given in three versions). We hope, however, not to have thereby im-
paired the argument in any way.

(41) Strictly speaking, nakreslil jsem vdm should be interpreted as follows: na®3kresli-2i1l
78e3m1l vdm12 (cf. p. 8). As the setting of small letters, however, involves technical difficulties
and as such detailed analysis is not necessary for the purposes of this paper, we shall resort to
the indicated way of interpretation only excepticnally.

(42) Under normal circumstances, that is. Cf. the provisos given below (cn p. 19).

(43) For the moment, cf. at least one example instancing a subject rhematized through even,
a special SC means of FSP: “Even the girl lost her key"'.

(44) Fcr the purpose of the present pager, the term “complement” is used in its narrowest
grammatical senee; it is “aplied only to the noun or adjective rredicated by means of a
copulative verb (be, beccme, &c.) cr of a factitive vertb (make, call, think, &c ) of the sub-
ject (He is a fool; He grew wiser; He was made king) or for the object (Call no man kappy;
..."(H. W. Fovler, Modern English Usage, Oxfcrd University Frecs 1944, pp. 602—¢t03).

(45) For further examples see the present author’s paper On the Problem of Non-Thematic
Bubjects in Contemporary English (5).

(46) For the preceding context of 17, see 8 on p. 45.

(47) On the importance played by the notion of existence in communication, see the highly
valuable contribution on Spanish word-order by A. G. Hatcher, Theme and Underlying Question,
Two Studies of Spanish Word-Order, Supplement to Word, vol. 12, December 1956. Cf. also A. G.
Hatcher's article Syntax and the Sentence, Word 1956, 234—250.

(48) For the preceding context of 23, see 16 on p. 49.

(49) A problem worth attacking seems to be the relation of punctuation to FSP. Some
interesting thoughts on this question have been offered by K. Boost, op. oit., p. 74—79.

(50) For some more observations on word-order emotiveness and ¥ SP, see Some Thoughts on
Word-Order in Old English and Modern English (1a), Chapters Two and Three.

(61) Cf. J. Vachek, Notes on the Development of Language seen as a system of systems, Sbornik
pract filosofické fakulty brnénské university A 6, 1958, pp. 94—1086.

(562) On nominal tendencies in English, see J. Vachek, Some Thoughts on the So-Called
Complez Condensations in Modern English, Sbornik pract filosofické fakulty brnénské university
1955, A 3, pp. 63—77. On the character of the English verb, cf. also J. Vachek, Obecny zdpor
v angliltiné a v &edtiné (Universal Negation in English and Czech), Piispévky k déjindm Fels a lite-
ratury anglické sv. 8 (Prdce z védeckiyjch dstavd Karlovy university LI), Prague 1947, pp. 50 ff.

(63) Neither, of course, are they confined to cases of verb — adverb relation. Cf. at least
the following example showing a case of verb — object relation.

[Wie der beleibte Swithin war er (James — J. F.) tiber sechs FuB hoch, aber sehr hager, als
sei er von Geburt an dazu bestimmt,] das Gleichgewicht?1® herzustellent*®? und den Durch-
schnitt®1% gufrecht??!? zu erhalten®!?! — [den Dicken und den Diinnen nannte der alte Jolyon
diese beiden.] — FS 15.13
The question arises whether to take the objects for notions to be gathered from the situational

context, and consequently classify them as transitional, or to regard them as FRA partners
and classify them as rhemes proper.

(54) For cases of potentiality in Czech and in English, and for a more detailed study of this
phenomenon, see Non-Thematic Subjects in Contemporary English (5), pp. 41 —42 and 165—169
and Some Thoughts on the Function of Word-Order in Old English and Modern English (1e), p. 85.

(55) On “therapeutic” means adopted by language on another plane, i. e. within the sphere
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of homonyms, see. B. Trnka: O homonymis, jejt therapii a profylaxs (Homonymy, its Therapy and
Profylaxis), Cascpis pro moderni filologii 17/1931, pp. 141 —147.

(56) The phencmenon in hand is well known and has been correctly interpreted as a solution
of the clash between the grammatical principle and FSP by K. G. Krushel'nitskaya in On the
Order of Words in German (10), pp. 15—16. and by E. Eenes in Véind rdmcovd konsirukee a jejt
uvoliiovdnt v odbornim stylu soulasné spisovné néméiny (Tke Ficme Scnlince Conclruction and
tts Relazation in the Technical Style of Prescni-Lay 1liteary German), Cizt jazyly ve §lole
1I/1958, May we point out that our contributicn to the kncwlcdge cf this rhercencn is an at-
tempt at a more detailed account of the forces that may call it into being (the ecmantic char-
acter of the verb, its relation to non-thematic rartners, its 1elaticn tc mweans ¢f FEP in gereral),

(57) Other positions than final have been touched upon in Some Thoughts on Word-Order in
Old English and Modern English (la).

(58) No doubt, valuable results would be prcduced by adequate statistical analysis; cf.
B. Trnka, Kvantitativnd linguistika (Quantitaiive Linguistics), Casopis pro moderni filologii
34/1951, pp. 66—74.
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VYTAH

Ke komunikativni funkei slovesa v angliétiné, néméind a EcStind

Clanek tvoli 34st vitd{ price, kters se zabyvé otézkou posunu od vyjadfovéni slovesného
k vyjadtovini jmennému v systému anglického jazyka, a to z blediska komunikativn{ funkce
anglického slovesa.

I. V prvni kapitole si autor klade otizku, zdali je mo%no riizné postavenf anglického, ndmec-
kého a 8eského slovesa (urditého i infinitivu, participia, popf. gerundu) uvnité véty, popf. polo-
vdtné vazby smifit s funkdni perspektivou véty (= FPV), & zdali je tieba alespon v nékterych
piipadech povaZovat postaveni slovesa, zvl. v néméing a v anglidting, za dikaz jeho necitlivosti
k FPV.

[Na vysvétlenou je tieba uvést, 2o FPV rozumi autor ono uspofddénf sloZek ve vété, které
vzniké na zékladd rizné vypovidni dynamitnosti tichto sloZek (morfémy v to poéitajic). Vypo-
védni dynamidnost vétné slozky je tim vétdi, dim vice slotka obohacuje, rozviji, ,,posunuje ku-
predu* danou promluvu. Nejdynami¥téjsi slokku vEty nazyva autor vlastnim jidrem, nejménd
dynamickou slozku pak vlastnim zikladem. Obecn& Feseno, mezi vlastnf zékladovost{ a vlastni
jadrovostf lze pozorovat celou stupnici vypovédni dynamidnosti, tvofenou odstiny zékladovosti,
prechodovosti a jadrovosti.

FPV vydatné prispivé k tomu, aby jazyk mohl isp”3nd plnit sviij tkol, byt ndstrojem my#slen{
a dorozuméni. To se jevi také v tom, %e slovni pofidek je jen jednfm, byt snad nejdilezit8jsim
prostfedkem FPV. Mezi jiné (neslovosledné) prostiedky FPV patfi napf. sim kontext a tzv. kon-
textovd-sémantické prostfedky, tj. napt. slovs, kterd si v riznych kontextech zachovivaji vice
ménd stejny stupefn vypov&dni dynami¥nosti. Pokud jde o mluvenou formu jazyka, patii mezi
prostiedky FPV nepf. intonace a pffzvukové linie véty. Nepisobi-li ,,rudivé* zdny z neslovo-
slednych prostfedki, muZe se ve v&t§ uskutednit ziklednf rozlofenf vétné dynamidnosti: vétné
slozky se stavdji do perspektivy dasledns hledici od vlastnfho zikladu k vlastnimu jadru. Neslovo-
sledné prosttedky FPV viak mohou pusobit tak, Ze se tato zékladni v&tnd perspektiva vielijak
obméiiuje. — Autor se t&mito otdzkami podrobndji zabyval v Sborniku filosofické fakulty brnénské
university A-4, 1956, str. 93107, tamté% A-5, 1957, str. 72—98, v Casopise pro modernt filologii
39/1957, str. 22—42 a 165—173 a ve Philologica Pragensia 1/1958, str. 49—54.]

Klftem k feSeni daného problému je autorovi pozorovani A. Sechehaye (v Essa: sur la
Structure Logique de la Phrase, str. 80—81) o transitivhim charakteru slovesa. (Transitivnim
rozum{ Sechehaye kazdé sloveso, jehoZ vyznam potfebuje nutné doplndni.) Pfi svém srovnivént
vychézi autor z téch pfipadd, v nich% se n8mecké sloveso vyskytuje ne konci véty, popt. polo-
vétné vazby, na rozdil od slovesa anglického a &eského, kterd stojf v takovych pipadech zpravidla
uprostfed nebo na zaditku (hlavné v polovétnych vazbéch).

II. Nepiihlizime-li k vétdm patficim do oblasti zvl&8tnich instannich rovin a instan&nich
rovin nejvyiSich (viz o nich vice v kap. III), plati o nezdkladovém slovese toto: vstoupi-li nezé-
kladové sloveso do véty spolu s nezékladovou slofkou, kter4 vyjadfuje nutné, nezbytné
doplnZni jeho vyznamu, pak se toto doplnéni jevi vypovidn? dynamitéj$i nez samo sloveso.
(Uvnitt sloZeného slovesného tvaru jsou takovym nutnym doplnfnim slozky vyznamové ve
vztehu k slozkim pomocnym, srov. [er] hat < gezeichnet.) Tento rozdfl v stupnich vypovédni
dynaminosti plat{ bez ohledu na vétné misto, takie ve v&tich So habe ich ein Bildchen
gezeschnet, Als sch ein Bildchen gezeichnet habe, ..., Ich zeichnete ein Bildchen, I have drawn a Uitle
picture, Nakresll jsem vdm obrdzek si jednotlivi nositelé riznych stupiid vypovédni dynami¢nosti
odpovidajf i lexikilng; pfedmét zist4vd vlastnim jadrem, sloveso pak sloikou prechodovou
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(podrobny rozbor viz na str. 46). Za podminek uvedenych v prvni vétd tohoto odstavce jevi se
sloveso jako sémanticko-kontextovy prostiedek FPV, coZ znamen4, e muZe pusobit proti ziklad-
nimu ozloteni vypovédni dynamiénosti. Kapitola IT zkoumé nekolik typi nezbytnych doplnénf
slovesa a analysuje je z hlediska syntaktického a sémantického.

IT1. V této kapitole se autor zabyvé problémem instandnich rovin. (Instanéni rovinu, na které
vita je, urduje intensita i zptisob, jak na vitu pasobi kontext.) D.i je prozatimné na prosté,
zvlaitni a nejvyssi. V oblasti prostych rovin je zikladni ta rovina, na ni% se vyskytujf véty,
v nich? je vliv kontextu nejmén3 patrny, popf. neni patrny vibec (napk. véta A girl broke a vase,
jejiz viechuy slozky tlumodf nové ptedstavy). Nejvyse ve zmin3né oblasti je pak ta rovina, na
které jsou vity, v nich% je piisobeni kontextu nejpatrn?jsi (napf. v&ta Ske did it, jejiz viechny
slozky — a8 nikoli v stejné mife — odkazuji na pfedchézejici kontext). Mezi tdmito dvéma rovi-
nami je ovism Fada rovin pfechodnych. — Zvlastnimi instanénimi rovinami se pak zdaji ty, na
nich pisobi zvlastni sémanticko-kontextové prostfedky FPV. Tyto prostfedky signalisuji, Ze
spolu se slozkou, na kterou se vztahuji, pat¥{ k jédru, & dokonce samy nebo spolu se zmin&nou
slozkou tvofi vlestnl jadro, a to bez ohledu na to, na které prosté roviné by dand véta byla, kdyby
se v ni zvlddtni prostfedek nevyskytoval. (Zvlidtni prostiedek je jakoby ,,dodatetn&* vestavén
do vity, jinak jiz form4ln3 uplné, srov. even ve vitich Even a girl broke a vase, Even she did st
a nicht vo vit3 Sig haben shn nicht durchgelassen.) — V oblasti nejvyssich instandnich rovin se
kazdé slovo miZe stdt vliastnim jadrem nebo soudhst] rozsffeného vlastntho zdkladu. Nejvyssim
dtvarem, a to v jeho nejtypist3jsf podob3, rozumiauto takovy dtvar, ktery je vlastnd kopif (opako-
v4nim) vity, at jiZ proslovené nebo jenom myslené, kopil, ktera ostfe vytyks jedno slovo (které se
st4vi viastn(m jadrem, kdeZto ostatni slova se stivaji rozdifenym zakladem, napt. They have
answered all the questions). V oblasti nejvyssich instandnich rovin, kters je nejintensivnéji zasaZena
kontextem, uf nepiisob{ 24dné sémanticko-kontextové prostiedky.

Poijeti instanénich rovin umoZiiuje lepdi pochopeni vztahu FPV k plinu gramatickému (viz
kap. IT o syntaktickych vztazich mezi nezdkladovymi slovesy a jejich nezdkladovymi nezbytnymi
dopln’nimi). V oblasti prostych rovin se mii%e sloveso stdt napf. vlastnim jidrem jen tehdy,
nebrinf-li tomu pFitomnost nezékladového nutného dopln#ni, pti dem% jind (ne zcela nezbytn4)
nez4klad>va doplnni musi sloveso predchizet. Pojeti instanénich rovin pomédha zjistit rozsah
phisobeni jednotlivych sémanticko-kontextovych prostfedki FPV a slov viitbec ve vlastnim
sdlsvacim aktu.

Ve srovnin{ se slovesem se podstatné jméno stava vlastnim jadrem snize a Sastéji, coZ jistd
souvis{ s joho dirokou uplatnitelnosti v riznych syntaktickych funkeich, V tomto vztahu FPV ke
gramatické stavb? je nutno spatfovat i jednu z pFitin zptisobujicich posun od vyjadfovani sloves-
néhn k vyjadiovani jmennému. Takovy posun se, jak zndmo, projevuje obzvia§t silnd v soutasné
anglidtin®, .

1V. Posledni kapitola se dotykd problému potencidlnosti, tj. jevu, ktery vzniké, pFipousti-li
vita, aby se stupn’ vypovidnf dynamidnosti jejich sloZek interpretovaly alespoii dvéma zphsoby.
Autor si vi{m4 t3ch n3meckv¥ch pfipadd, v nich% moZnost alespoii dvojl interpretace je dana ne-
jistotou o tisnosti sémantického spojeni nezdkladového slovesa a jeho nezédkladového adverbidl-
nfho dopln’ni (nejistotou o tom, zdali adverbiilni dopln3ni je nezbytné). Néméina se miiZe ne-
jednoznadnosti vysttihat tim, %e proti b¥2nému usu postavi takové adverbiilni urdeni na koneo
vity, a tak je signalisuje v oblasti prostych instanénich rovin dokonce jako vlastni jadro (srov.
...als sie mit den Trikoloren und Menschenrechien eingezogen waren s als sie eingezogen waren mit
den Trikoloren und Menschenrechlen).

Agloliv price neobshhle vSechny mo%iné typy piipadi, pfece jen prozkoumany materidl
sv3ddi o tom, Ze razné postaveni slovesa v anclidtin3, nimédin3 a Zeitind lze uvést v souhlas
8 tearii o FPV, co% je dino spacifickym sémantickym charakterem slovesa. Ani tam, kde jde o pfi-
pady potencislnosti, nelze sloveso novaZoyat za necitlivé k FPV, nebot tu bé%i jen o nezcela
jednoznanoun souhru prosttedki FPV. Askoliv prostfedky FPV nefunguji s bezvyhradnou jedno-
znabnastl, nFece jen tvok! vysoce organisovany systém jazykovych prostfedlil, ktery je vzéjemnou
z4vislost{ sudjen s jinymi systémy jazykovych prosttedki 2 spolu s nimi pak vytvak jeden jazy-
kovy systém.
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PE3IOME

K Bompocy o xommynmkxaraBmoli dymxyimm riarona B aBIIMICKOM, HEMEIKOM H YEIICKOM
ABBIKAX

Crarba nmpexncranager coGolt ofEY 9acTh Goslee OOGIMEPHOTO TPyNa, B KOTOPOM pacCMaTpH-
BAETCA BONPOC O CABHUTE OT IMIaroJbHOI0 ¢NocobA BhIpasKeHHA B CHCTEME aHIJIRHCKOTO A3LKa,
a OMeHHO ¢ TOYKH 3peHAA KOMMYHHKaTHBHOH QYHHKIAM aHrJ@ACKOro raaroJa.

1. B nepBoii riaBe aBTOp CTaBHT BONPOC 0 TOM, BOBMOKHO JIM YCTRHOBATL Ol pefie/ienHkIe
B3AUMOOTHOLIGHHSA MEKAY DOJIOKeHMEM AHIIBACKOro, HeMeIKOro M 4YelICKOro raaroJa
(p onpegenenHoit m Heonpejesennol gopme, a Takke B GopMe NPHYACTAA MM TepyHINAA)
B npefieax NpeNIOMEHEA WK HOTYTIPEUIOKCHEA K MeLy GYHKUAOHATbAON NepcneKTHBOM
npensioxennn (DI — obosnayaeMol TakKe TEPMEHOM ,,aKTYAJbHOE YieHeHHAe", ,,CMBICIO-
BOe WieHeHDe'', , KOHTeKCTyaJbHafA OpraHmsamés‘'), MM JKe CJIELyeT CUYMTATh NOJOMKeHHE
riaroyla — 0O KpaiiHell Mepe B HOKOTOPHIX CJIYy4afX, B 0COOEHHOCTHE B aHIVIMHCKOM A HEMeN-
KOM A3nKaX — Heo0ycioBJjleHHEM co cToponki MIIII.

[[daa noAcrenmda HeoGXOAEMO OTMETHTH, YTO AMHAMAUYHOCTh BRICKA3KBAHHA 3JIEMEHTA
Npe/JIOMKeHAA yBeJHYABaeTCA B 3aBHCHMOCTH OT TOTO, HACKOJBLKO 3nieMeHT obobmiaer, pas-
BHUBaerT, ,,IpojBHracT’’ ganHoe BhicKasbiBaume. Hambonee nmmammunblii sneMeHT Npensio-
JHeHHsS aBTOP Ha3nBaeT coGCTBeHHO ANPOM (HOBHIM, ,,peMoii’'), HaMMeHee OWMHAMHYHLI —
cobcTBeHHO ocHOBO# (namHumM, ,,TeMoi*‘). BooGme romopa, Memay coGcTBeHHO O HOBOIR
7 ¢o6CTBeHHO AJPOM MOKHO HaGJlogaTh Neylo MKaay JMHAMHKY BbiCKA3WBAHHT, CO31aBae-
MYIO OTTeHKaMH AMAAMHYHOCTA B 4YJeHaX OCHOBELI, AJlpa W B HepPeXOJHbLIX YJieHaX.

OIIIT caocobeTByeT TOMY, YTOORI ASKIK MOT YCHEMHO HCIOJHATL CBOK QYHKIMIO @ GLITh
OpY/HEeM MBIIJICHAS B OOMEHAA. ITO IPOABIAETCH B TOM, UTO HOPAOK CJIOB fIBJIAETCA JIMLTH
OJiHAM, XOTA B caMbiM BaxkuniM cpepcthom QOIII. Hapany ¢ mopaaxom cios, @Il noneay-
eTcfl M JIPYCEMA CpeJcTBaMHA, KaK Hamp. KORTEKCTOM M T. Ha3. KOHTEKCTYaJbHO-CEMaHTH-
YeCKHEME CPeJCTBAMH, T. €. HAP. CJIOBaMH, KOTOPLe B Pa3HbIX KOHTEKCTaX COXPaHALT Gonee
BJIN MeHee OJIMHAKOBYIO cTelleHb AMHAMEKH BbiCKassiBaHMA. HUTo KacaeTcA YCTHOM (OpMEI
f3blKa, To K cpeyuctBaM DIIIl npmuajneAT HaNp. AHTOHALMA W JIMHHAA YJaPeHHfA B Npen-
noaceqmd. Ecium nopagox ciop Momer ObiTh BHONHE NpEMeHAM Kak cpejcreo OIIII, To
B NpeAOKeHHE OCYMCCTRIACTCA OCHOBHOE PACIOJIOKeHHe JWHAMAYHOCTH BHICKA3LIBAHHAA:
SAGMCHTL [PELJIOKEHWA CTABATCA B IePCIEKTHBE, [I0CJIef0BaTeJLHO HaIpaBiAKIIedcH OT
co0cTBeHHO OCHOBHI, K c0GcTBenno AApY. Ocransubie cpeacrba MIII moryr, onnako, nei-
CTBOBaTh TAKEM 00pa3oM, 9TO OCHOBHAfl NePCIEKTEBA pa3jidyYHERIM 00pa3oM M3MeHHETCH.
Bosiee noppoGHo apTop paccMOTpeJ yKasaHRbie Bonpock B C6opauke Tpynop gmiiocodekoro
gaxynb're'ra yumBepcmreTa . Bpro 1956, A-4, crp. 93—107, ram e 1957, A-5, crp. 72 o

8, B sypnane Casopis pro moderni filologii 39, 1957, ctp. 22—42 m 165—173 & B sypuane
Philologica Pragensia 1, 1958, ctp. 49—54.]

OTopaBHBIM DYHKTOM JiJIA pa3pemeldd nanHoil nmpobieMu apiaiorcsa aabmonenna A. Ce-
men (p Essai sur la Structure Logique de la Phrase, crp. 80—81) orp ananTuBHOM XapaKTepe
rnarosa. (llon Tepmanom TpaHamTHBENi rnarod Cellied MouMMaeT BCAKHAE IV1AroJl, 3davenne
KOTOPOro HYMKJaeTCA B CMRICJIOBOM paCKpHTHH, ,jonojuenun‘’.) Ilpm cBoem cpaBHenmm
4BTOP MCXONMT A3 TAKHAX cIyYaeB, B KOTOPhX HeMellK\il rNaroJ cTOAT B KOHIe NpellJIOMeHAA,
B OTAMYAE OT HeIICKOr0 M AHTAMACKOTO IVIAr0JO0B, KOTODEE, KaK NPABHJIO, B IOJ00HBIX
CAYYafiX CTOAT B cepejHHe HJH B Hauaje (0co6eHHO B MONYyNpeJlomKennax).

1. Ecnm ocraBmTh B CTODOHE NPEJIOMAKEHHA, OTHOCALIMECST K 0CO6bIM NJIOCKOCTAM HHCTAH-
Imii, AJTH 7Ke HAXOAAIMEeCH B BolCITUX MJ0( KOCTAX UHCTauMi (Cp. o hax monpobuee B 111 i),
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TO 0 HeTeMaTHYECKOM Iviaroje (T. e. 0 TJylarojie BHE COCTaBA OCHOBH BEICKA3hIBANMA = NaH-
HOrO = TCMEI) MOKHO YCTAHOBHTH CJeyIOmhe 3aKOHOMEPHOCTH: €CJIH HeTeMaTHYeCKHii
rJ1aroJi BCTYNaeT B IpeJJIoKeHAe BMECTe C HeTeMATHYECKAM 5JIeMEHTOM, BRIPAKAIOMAM Heo6Xx0-
aEMoe, 00f3aTebHOE PACKPLITHE €r0 (EMAaHTAYeCKOro 3HAYeHHSA, TO TAKOH pacKpuBawOmmil
87eMEHT INpelcTaBAMeTCA B JaHHOM BLICKa3hBaHMH 6ojlee I(MHAMWURAIM, YeM CaM TJaroJ.
(Ilpn caoxuok raaroabuoil ¢opme NogoGHLIM HeOGXONAMEIM PAaCKPLITHEM ABJAITCA 3HAMe-
HaTeJibHble KOMIOREHTH MO OTHOWIEHHIO K BLIOMOTaTeJLHRM KOMIOHeRTaM, cp. [er] hat —
gezeichnet.) dTo pasnimumMe B cTeNCHAX IAHAMEYHOCTH 3JIEMEHTOB BRICKA3WBaHHA HMEET CHAY
HE3AQBMCHMO OT IIOJIOKEHWA B MNpEeJIOMeHdH:, TaK YTO B NpemiokeHdmAXx So habe ich ein
Bildchen gezeichnel, Als ich ein Bildchen gezeichnet habe. .., Ich zeichnete ein Bildchen,
1 have drawn a little picture, Nakreslil jsem vdm obrdzek oTmeanmne HOCHTENH IHHAMMAY-
HOCTH COOTBCTCTBYIOT NPYC APYTY Tale JIEKCUYECKH; PacKpHIBalOmui ajleMeHT ocTaercs
co6eTheHHO AAPOM (U0 pOORLIM aRaNAs cM. Ha ¢TP. 46). IIpm ycnopmax, yKasaAHKIX B EPBOM
NpeioKeHAA HACTOANEro ab3ana, IJ1aroJ CJHYKHT CeMaHTHKO-KOHTeKCTYaJbHEM CPEeiCTBOM
peanmsammn O®IIII, oTkyna BbiTeKaeT, 9TO OH MOKET OKa3aTbCA B HPOTHBOAEHCTBHH IO
OTHOIUEHHIO K OCHOBHOMY, HODMallbHOMY PpAacHOJIOMeRHI0 JHHAMAYHOCTH 4acTed mpeggyo-
senun. Bo Il rnase aBTOp paccMaTpABaAeT HECKOJIBKO TANOB HEOOXOAMMLIX PaCKPHBAIOMAX
9JIEMeHTOB M AHAJIABAPYET MX ¢ CHHTAKCHYECKOM M ceMaHTHYECKOH TOYeK 3peHHA.

II1. B aroii riaBe aBTOp paccMaTphBaeT npobaemy miockocredr macranmmd. (Ilmockoctn
PHCTAHOEE, B KOTOPOH HAXOUHTCA [AHHOE HpejJIojKeHWe, OlpelelsieTCA HHTeHCHBHOCTHIO
KOHTEKCTa I cnocoGoM Bo3felicTBNA KOHTEKCTa Ha OCTpOeHHde NpensioxKennd.) On paspenser
nx — He OpeTeHOyH Ha OKOHYATeJbHOe pelleHHMe — HA MpPocThle (HOPMaJbHEE), OCOGHIe
M puiciiHe (CBepXMHCTanUuoHHble). B ob6aacta mpocTh X miockocrell ocHOBAOI sBARETCH
Ta TJIOCKOCTb, B KOTOPOW HaXoJfTCA NpefNoeHHA, Ile BJEAHAE KOBTEKCTa 00HapyKu-
BaeTCH HaMMeHee AIPKO HJM #e BOoBce he oOHAaDyKmBaeTcA (Ranp. npejyoxenne A girl broke
a vase, COCTaBHble 44CTH KOTOPOro IepeAaloT HOBhle HpelcTaBiienna). B ykasamuod obmacth
HA CaMOM Bepxy NOMelleHA Ta INIOCKOCTh, I'le BO3/eHCTBAE KOHTEKCTa HA COOTBETCTHEHHLIE
IPe/ITIOKe NA fBAACTCA Hamboslee APKAM (Hanp. npeiioxenme She did it, Bce cocraBmme
94CTH KOTOpPOI'O — XOTHl M He B OJAHAKOBOM MeDe — YKa3BalOT Ha NpelliecTBYIOMA Koa-
reKct.) Mexxpy 00euMu IIOCKOCTAMY AMEETCH, €CTECTBEHHO, DA MePeXOAHEIX MIIOCKOCTeH, —
OcofnMA MJIOCKOCTAMH HHCTAHOHA OPeACTaBJIMIOTCH ABTOPY Te, B KOTOPHIX jielicTByIOT
ocobhie ceMaHTAKO-KOHTeKcTyasbHue cpeacrea I, 3T™h cpeacTBa CHrHAJAAPYOT, 9TO
OHA — BMeCTe CO CBA3AHHOM ¢ HAMM COCTABHOM JacTBIO — OTHOCATCA K AADY, HAH e — JuGo
caME no cebe, r60 ¢ OTMedeHHOH cocTaBHON YacTel0 — 06pasyloT cobcTBeHHO AAPO, He3A-
BHCHMO OT TOTO, B KaKOH NIPOCTOH NJIOCKOCTH TaRHOE NpeJIoKeHue HaX0|aoch Okl, ecnm 6kl
B HeM ocoboro cpejcTBa He Berpedatiock. (Ocoboe cpefcTBo Kak Gynro moGaBOYHO BCTABIIA-
€TCfl B IPEe[JIOMKEHHE, (Il‘..opmanbno yiie 3aKOHYeHHO@ B JAPYTMX OTHOLIEHAAX, CP. €Ven B IPeX-
noxennnx Even a girl broke a vase, [iven she did it, m nicht » npegnomennn Sie haben ihn
nicht durchgelassen.) — B ofnacti BEICOIAX, CBEPXMHCTAHOMOHHBEIX INIOCKOCTE KasKioe
CJI0BO MOKET CTaTb cOOGCTBEHHO AJPOM MJIA KOMIIOHEHTOM PacHpOcTpaHeHHOH coGeTReHHO
0CHOBH. CBepXMHCTAHOWOHHKM B €ro HauGojlee THNHIHOM BHMJIe aBTOP CUMTaeT TaKoe Ipej-
NIO’Kenme, KOTOPOe NpeJCTABAsMeT, COGCTBEHHO, KONHIO (MOBTOpPeHMe) NpelJIOoMenns, Jrasdo
yiKe BHICKAa3aHHOIO, JIEDO CYMIECTBYIONIEr0 TOJBKO B MbICJIM, KOLHIO, KOTOpaf, OTHAKO,
Pe3Ko BLIeJAeT OfHO CJIOBO (M OHO CTAHOBATCA COGCTBEHHO AZPOM, B TO BpeMAl KaK OcTallb-
Hhie ¢JI0Ba CTaHOBATCA PpaclpPOCTPAHeHHOM ocHOBOW, Hanp. They have answered all the
questions. B o6nacr® BeICIOAX IVIOCKOCTe# MHCTaHIAL, hanboee FHTEHCHBHO 3aTParnBaeMoil
BJIRARAEM KOHTEKCTa, He ACHCTBYIOT yiKe AMKAKHE CeMaHTHKO-KOHTEKCTYAJLHhE CpPelcTBa.

Konuennua njockocTedl MHCTaHOMHA Jej1aeT BO3MOMKHKIM JyTiNee NOHAMAaHAe OTHOWICHHS
ONII k rpammaTveckoMy 1maany (cM. II riI. o cMHTAKCHYeCKAX OTHOMEHMAX MERIy HeTe-
MaTHYeCKEMH IJIarojaMd M KX HeTeMATHICCKMMH HeOoGXONEMBIMH DacKDHBAIOMEME aJie-
MeHTamn). B oGnacT@ npocThlx IVIOCKOCTEM IVIArosl MOKET CTATh AJPOM JAUIL TOTHA, ecll
BET NPenATCTBHAA CO C10POHAl HeTeMaTHYecKOro HeoOXOUAMOro PacHpOCTPAHAIOMETO a3Jjie-
MeHTa, IpAYeM IpyI'He, he coBceM HeoOXOMMEIe dJIeMEHTHl — B CJydae X HaJAYAA— JTOJDK-
‘BBl DIpefllecTBOBaThL Nepel riiarosoM. Honmenmus mjiocKocTed HHCTaHIWMI NoMoraer ycra-
FROBHTb [MAaNa30R BO3JeHCTBHA OTAGNBLHAIX CeMaHTHKO-KOHTeKcTyalbHLIX cpexcts OIIIT
a poobmie Bcex cJioB B cofcTBEHHOM aKrTe cOO0MeHHA.

Tlo cpaBuenMIO ¢ rJ1aroJioM EMA CYNIECTBHTE/IbHOE CTAHOBATCA COOCTBEHAO HIPOM Jierye
H yame, 4T0 CTOMT, HECOMHERHO, B CBfi3 C €ro MHAPOKAMA BO3MOKHOCTSIME NPEMEHeHHA
B pa3HhIX CHHTaKcAYecknX poasax. B arom msammoorHomenmm ®INII K rpammaTtEyeckoMy
CTPOIO NPEJNIOMKEHHA cleflyeT YCMATPUBATh OfHY B3 NPHURH CABHIA OT [VIaroJbHOro cmocoba
BbIPUIKEHHA K IMeHROMY cnocoGy Bblpamennd. TaKkol ciBAr, KaK H3BECTHO, OCOOeHHO CHABHO
OpOABJIAETCA B COBPEMEHHOM aHIVIMKCKOM H3RIKe.

67


http://0TKy.na

IV. Tlocnexana rnaea 3aaTparmpaeT mpoGieMy MOTEHOMAJLHOCTH, T. ©. TAKOrO SIBJICHHH,
KOTOpOe BO3HMKAET TOIjta, KOYja Npejytoende HONYCKAET, 9TO0n CTeneAH JAHAMAYHOCTH
ero cOCTaBHbIX YacTell nepefaBajAch 00 Kpaineil mepe j1ByMAn cnocoGami. ABTop o6pamaer
BHEMaHFe Ha T¢ CAYYnH B HCMCLKOM A3LIKE, [ile RO3MOMHOCTL LEPCAaYH 110 KpadiHed Mepe
aByMA cuocobamu o0yc/ioBJiena HesCHOCTBIO TeCHOH mim cBOOGOTHOU CBASA HETEeMATAYECKOro
T71arosia @ e1'0 HeTeMaTHYeCKoro afBepOHaIbHOI0 PACKPLIBAIIErO 3/1I0MEHTa — 00CTOANTeN -
CTBa (HEfICHOCTBIO, ABJIAETCA JIA aABepOManbHoe ,, JonojHenne'* Heobxonumeim). B nemenkom
A3LIKe HAJIAOO BO3SMOMKIIOCTE H30CKATH JBYCMBICJCHROCTh TUKMM 00pa3oM, 4TO B OT/IAYHC
OT HOPMaJIbHOTO IIpHEMa 3[lech ¢TABAT TaKoe ajBepOHasbHOe JOUOJHeHNe Ha KOlleN LPelIo-
JKEHHA H, TakUM 06pasoM, CHTHAJHINPYIOT ero B 06J1aCTH MPOCTHIX (LJJOCKOCTENH HHCT:HIAM,
naxke ecad oHo oGosnadaer coGerBenno saupo, (Cp. ... als sie mit den Trikoloren und Men-
schenrechten eingezogen waren H als sie eingezogen waren mit den Trikoloren und Men-
schenrechten).

HecMoTpa Ha To, 9TO HACTOANIEE TPYR Re OXBATAN BreX BO3AMOMKHHIX THIIOB CITyIaeB, BCE
Fke HcC/Ie)0BaHHWIA MaTepRaJ ¢BUETEICTBYET O TOM, YTO PA3JH'IHOE NOJIOYKEHHC [J1arosa
B AHIVINACKOM, HEMCIKOM W YelUCKOM A3LIKAX MOMKHO NPUBECTH B COOTBUTCTBHUE ¢ TeopHed
o QIIII, uro vGycJoBaeHO cenuPHIeCKNM CEeMAHTHYECKAM XapaKTepoM raarvia. Jlamxe TaM,
rfe HaJHLO CJYYad NOTCHOMAJbHOCTH, MNIaroi Heaw3s cuntaTh uupnddepentanm k OIIII,
m60 3qiech peyn mUeT O He BHOJIHe OJHO3HAYHOM BaamMojiciicreum cpegern @IIIT. Xorn cpen-
crBa OIIT He dpyurnEoumpyOT ¢ 6630roBOPOYHOIN ONHOIHAMHOCTBLIO, OHA BCé e 00pasyloT
B BhICILeli cTeneHH OPraHE30BAHHYIO CHCTEMY A3 . KOBu X . pej, TB, B3aUMOCBA3a»AYI C JApY-
THAME CHCTEMAMH f13.,KOB.X CPJCTB H CO3AAICUIYIO BMECTe ¢ HMMM OJHY OGIIyWw cHCTeMYy
fI3RIKA.

IlepeBon: Poman Mpasek
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