JAN FIRBAS

ON THE COMMUNICATIVE VALUE
OF
THE MODERN ENGLISH FINITE VERB

I

In some of our previous papers (1,2) we have shown that every sentence element
(the smallest of which is the morpheme) carries a certain degree of communicative
dynamism (to be referred to as CD in the present paper). (3) The degrees of CD,
however, vary from one element to another. This varying intensity of CD moulds,
so to speak, the sentence in a particular way, inducing the hearer/reader to impose
on it a definite kind of perspective. (4) Viewed in the direction from the begin-
ning to the end of the sentence, the varying intensity of CD may manifest itself in
successive rises (which would be in accord with the basic distribution of CD), or
in successive falls, or in a curve of rises and falls. Owing to these rises and falls,
successive or not, every non-thematic element—and in fact, each of the more
dynamic thematic elements — is brought into relief, in regard to the other element
(elements) conveying a lower amount (lower amounts) of CD, Although the highest
peak of relief is obviously attained by rheme proper (cf. note 3), the essential point
1s that the degree of CD does not decide alone the degree of noticeability of the
relief in which a sentence element will appear. The corspicuousness of the relief in
which a sentence element is set in regard to the other elements is in direct proportion
to the degree of difference ascertainable in the amounts of CD of those sentence
elements. It is on strikingly distinct cases of relief (to be further denoted simply
as cases of distinct relief) and on their relations fo the shift towards nominal
expression that we want to concentrate in the first chapter of the present paper. (6)
Let us begin our discussion by illustrating the phenomenon of distinct relief (and
of relief in general) by meéans of the following example. (6)

[1] Here! the voices!? were® always® raised??; they'® became® fervent®. —
— M 218.26 (7)
Tu?? vidycky3! zvysid? 120 y¥ Feny!! hlas!? a roz%2horli3!]20y10 sel. — M 340.26
“Here'? always?! rais®?ed?-they!! women! voice'? and (perf.pref.)*?-excit-
ed?0-they?® themselvesi?,” (8)

(Needless to say, they refers to wvoices, whereas the element -ly in rozhorlily refers to Zeny.
This is, however, not relevant to our discussion.)

In the English version of [1] (9), kere and woices constitute a considerably
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weak theme; and were, a very weak transition. These weak elements are followed
by noticeably stronger elements, i. e. by the rhematic (or perhaps at least strongly
transitional) always and the rheme proper raised. Similarly, the weak thematic they
and the weak transitional became occur before fervent, which is also a noticeably
stronger element, in fact the rheme proper of the second. co-ordinate sentence. It
follows that the rises in CD, taking place after were and became, are very distinct,
and so is the relief into which the respective highly dynamic elements are thrown. (10)
(Needless to say, the rise in CD after wvoices is very slight, and the relief in which
were is being set thereby is almost negligible.)

Inthe Czech version of[1], hlas seems to be more dynamic than its English counter-
part, the voices. It has been, so to speak, crowded out by tu and Zeny from the weakest
sphere of the theme; and if it has not passed into the sphere of transition, it has
certainly moved up very near it. Its final positionin the sentence surely heightens,
though under the circumstances only slightly, (11) the amount of CD conveyed by
it. On the other hand, the elements vidycky zvy&ly and rozhorlily stand ‘out in
distinct relief. There is an evident rise in CD between tw and vZdycky on the one
band, and an evident fall in CD between zvyily and Zeny on the other. As to the
co-ordinate sentence after a (‘and’), se is evidently weaker than rozhorlily, which
also appears in distinct relief.

It is clear, then, that both in Epglish and in Czech, the phenomenon of relief
can be established. Our specimens, however, reveal interesting differences between
the two languages. Without attempting to generalize for the moment, we should
like to point out that the phenomenon of distinet relief is being brought more prom-
inently to notice in the English version of [1] than io its Czech equivalent. Apart
from the fact that the element voices is less dynamic than the corresponding Czech
element Alas, English dissociates the rhematic notions with greater efficacy. This is
due to the fact that in the two English co-ordinate sentences of [1] the four prima-
ry (12) categories are expressed by separate words before the respective rises
in CD (... the voices were . . ., they became . ..). In Czech on the other hand, these
four ca.tegones are indicated by words which at the same time convey the highest
amounts of CD. \

It is essential to note that although the English version dissociates the rhematic
notions from the rest of the sentence with greater efficacy than its Czech counterpart,
the respective degrees to which the English rhematic notions have been dissociated
are not the same. This is chiefly due to the fact that the item raised is linked up
with were as co-conveyer of the secondary (12) category of voice. 'In a way, this
[ink lowers the rise in CD and prevents the notion conveyed by the item raised from
being dissoriated with full effect. Hence the relief cannot be so distinet with the item
rassed as it is with the item fervent, where both the primary and the secondary
categories are conveyed by a semantically weak element and occur before the rise
in CD. All this indicates what an important part the shift towards nominal expres-
sion may play in shaping the FSP of the sentence. (13)

Before discussing further instances, let us pause to add a few words about the
concepts we have mntroduced and about the phenomena they denote.

We hope to have offered a satisfactory explanation of the concepts of rise and
fall in CD. As to the phenomena of strikingly distinct relief (as a rule denoted
in this paper simply as distinct), we have refrained from giving an exact definition.
At the present stage of research we have to put up with the fact that it is difficult
to draw a well-defined line of demarcation which would separate the cases of strik-
ingly distinct relief from those that should not be included under that heading.
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We hope, however, to be able to present some unmistakable types of the phenomenon.

The phenomena of rise in CD, fall in CD, and distinct relief, belong to the level
of FSP. But in order to understand how they function within the structure of a lan-
guage, they have to be studied in their relation to the grammatical and semantic
levels of that language. As we have already pointed out, we intend to study them,
especially the phenomenon of distinct relief, in their relation to the shift towards
nominal expression. (As the mentioned phenomena can occur with any word of the
sentence, they might be studied from other semantic and grammatical viewpoints
as well. Such a procedure, however, lies beyond the scope of the present paper.)

As for the dissociating process, we have already studied some of its aspects in
an earlier paper. (13) It is fundamentally a semantic process, revealing a tendency
to give each semantic element (ne matter whether conveying grammatical or lexical
meaning) its own separate form wachin the sentence. In order to understand well
how this tendency operates within the structure of a language, it must be studied
also in its relation to.the grammatical and FSP levels of that language.

Let us now adduce and comment upon some more illustrative examples. Like [1],
they all come within the sphere of ordinary instance levels (14), the most frequent
type of instance levels both in Czech and in English.

[2] The old dog!®,cut®® an ancient caper or two®... — M 206.11
Stary pes si'® nékolikrat™ jako za davnych dob®® po¥skodi®[®10. .. — M 327.11
“Old dog (reﬁ pron.)® several-times? as in old times?? (perf. pref %% - jump-

ed®-he'®,
[3] And she!® gave? her strange nefzgkz laugh?. .. — M 219.32
Za’*"‘rehta”lﬂa“’ se!® jako kan®... — M 342.4

“(Perf. pref.)®-neigh??ed®-shet® (refl.pron.)10 like horse®. ..
[4] [Beryl felt] (15) that shel! was being % poisoned®® by this cold woman??, ... —
—M2

[Beryl méla dojem,] Ze ji'! ta vystydld Zenskd® kaz¥iz012 . _ M 342.32
“[Bery! had impression,] that her!! this cold woman? sp01l3°mg -is?0-ghe!?, .

[6] On the grass beside her!, lying between two pillows!? was?® the boy®. — M 221.12
Mezi dvéma polstafi'l leZel vedle ni na triveé?® jeji chlapedek®. — M 343.22
“Between two pillows' lay*beside her on grass®* her boy®.”

[6] [*“This is too subtle for me!” He flung out the words,] but his open, quivering,
distraught look® was?® like the look™ of a trapped beast®*. — M 222.1
[,,To je finta na mne!“ hned vyhrkl] ale pfitom sel® tva¥i®110 bezelstné
rozechvéle a zmateng?® jako zvite, lapené do pasti®®. — M 345.2
[“This is trick on me!” 1mmedlately out-blurted-he,] but simultaneouslyt
(refl. pron.)i® looked?!-he!? artlessly, agitatedly, distraughtly®like animal caught

in trap®.”

[7] [And suddenly his face dimpled;] it'® broke? snlo a wide, toothless smile,

a perfect beam, no less®, — M 223.15
[Néhle mu oblidej zvarhinkovatél,] u*®smd*]*1° se!® bezzub&™ na celé kolo®,

”

viecek?? sel® roz¥2zaiitl}10 — M 345.32
“[Suddenly him face dimpled,] (perf. pref.)®-laugh®?ed®-het® (refl. pron o
toothlessly®! on whole round (an idiom translating here E. wide — J. F.)®,

all?2 (refl. pron.)* (perf. pref.)*>-beam3¥ed-he,”
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[8] Linda® was® so astonished®® at the confidence of this little creature®®... —
— M 223.21
Linda® Zas®[20a41 nad troufalosti tohoto stvofenitkal?... — 346.14
“Linda11 marvel®]ed2°-she! at confidence of-this of-little-creature®. .

[9] [Now a stone on the bottom moved, rocked,] and there'® was? g ghmpse of
a black feeler’®. — M 224.26
[A tu se na dnd pohnul a zakyméicel kdmen] a mih]*0¥ sel® ferné ty-
kadlo’“' ...—M347.11
“[And now (reﬁ pron.) on bottom moved and (perf pref.)- rocked stone] and
flashed-by?-it!® (refl. pron.)i® black feeler®; ...”

[10] And now!? there! sounded® the faintest ‘plop™ .— M 224.30
A tu®* néco'® slabounce® Zplichlo®®. — M 34,.15
“And now! something!? faintly?® plopped®.”

[11] Over the verandas, prone on the paddock, flung over the fences,1 therel
were? ezhausted- lookmg bathing dresses and rough striped towels®® .— M 225.1
Na verandach, obricenych k pastvisku, a na plotech!® byly* roz®véieny®®
zplihlé koupaci dbory a pruhované osusky®. — M 347.19
“On verandas, turned towards paddock, and on fences!® were? out®-hung?*
exhausted-looking bathing dresses and striped towels®.”

First, a word of explanation as to the italics in the English versions. They have
been used to set off the sections that have been thrown into distinct relief. Ag the
comparison of the English versions with their Czeech counterparts will show, the
reliefs of the latter do not as & rule display such high degrees of distinctness as those
of the former. We have therefore abstained from using italics in the Czech versions.

* The Tises in CD that have ‘their share in bringing about the italicized distinct
reliefs seem to be evident, They occur after the semantically and dynamically (16)
weak forms of the verb o be (functioning as a copula in [5,6, 8, 9] and [11], and as
an auxiliary in [4]), or after the semantically and dyna,mlcally weak items broke R
sounded [10], cut [2], gave [3].. The falls in CD seem to be evident as well; cf. the
substantival elements standing after the italicized distinct reliefs in [4] and [8].
(Note how in these two instances the item the-and the two instances of this refer
back to ideas previously mentioned in the context, marking them out as thematic.)

Examining the mentioned distinct rises”in CD, we find that the shift towards
nominal expression plays an important part in effecting the italicized distinct reliefs.
A comparison with the Czech versions makes theEnglish shift especially clear. Just
compare (17), e. g., there was a glimpse with miklo se [9] was soastontshed with
Zasla [8], she was being potsoned with kazi [4], cut an . .. caper with poskodil [2],
gave her ... laugh with zafehtala se [3], broke into a ... “smile with usmdl se [7].

It would be worth trying to indicate the varying degrees of CD within a sentence
by means of a contour-line, with a dotted (...), a2 broken (---) and a fullbold-faced
(=) section respectively representing the theme, transition and rheme. In this way,
especially in a string of connected sentences, the rises and falls in CD could be better
brought into proportion and accordingly gradua.ted (cf. Note 10). Thus in a con-
tour-line, the representation of a dynamieally weak transitional element- will be
placed lower than that of & dynamically strong transitional element, although their
numerical notations may be the same (cf. the representations of sounded® and sla-
bounce® in the contour-lines on p. 87). We are aware, of course, that the method of
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indicating the varying degrees of CD within a sentence by means of contour-lines
would have to be further developed, and. that the two contour-lines of [10] and
those of [12] and [12a] on p. 87, which are all given by way of illustration, are to
be regarded as merely tentative. Needless to say, we also appreciate the con-
siderable typographical difficulties that a consistent realization of the contour-line
method may involve.

After these preliminary notes, let us concentrate on some special issues that may
be called forth by the relations existing between the shift towards nominal expression
on the one hand and the phenomenon of distinct relief on the other.

It has already been pointed out, in our previous paper (18) that in the advanced
stages of the shift towards nominal expression, the predicative verb is more or less
disengaged from conveying the notional content; after such dissociation the latter
must necessarily find expression in some non-verbal element of the sentence. This
often leads to a special type of distribution of CD within the sentence, viz. in the
passing of the dlssoclated notional component into the sphere of the theme or into
that of the rhere, and in the appearance of the predicative verb itself as pre-emi-
nently transitional. (19) Some of the instances under discussion lend themselves
very well to a comparison in the indicated respect

Thus in [7] the notion of smiling has passed into the rheme, rendering the verb
pre-eminently transitional; in Czech, on the other hand, owing to the initial position
of its conveyer (usmdl), the mentioned notion appears ag merely transitional, though
fairly intensive (owing to the perfective notion conveyed by the prefix u-). (20)

Similarly in[3]. Owing to the pressure of the sentence pasitions, the item zafehtala
of the Czech version appears as merely transitional, though fairly intensive (note
the pressure of the prefix za-). (20) In English, on the other hand, the correspondmg
notion appears quite unmistakably in the rheme thanks to the presence of the seman-
tically and dynamically weak gave.

In the Czech version of [9], miklo is evidently tranSItlonal lexically, it furctions
as an element expressing ‘emergence on the scene’ (21). The amout cf CD conveyed
by the item mihlp, however, is somewhat raised, for the verb implies the notion
of ‘a very swift, passing appearance’. In English, this very. notion is not conveyed
by the verb, but by a noun that occurs after a distinct rise in CD, within the rheme
of the sentence. ,

Let us also compare the English and Czech transitional elements in [11], i. e. the
English were with the Czech byly rozvéSeny. We can easily see that the simple were,
together with the preceding there, forms a markedly weak section which presents
a striking contrast to the highly dynamic rheme that follows. Elements that would
correspond to the Czech rozvéseny — i. e. prone (22) and flung — and that would
strengthen the mentioned section before the rheme cannot do so because they occur
outside this section. Though not quite devoid of CD, they appear at the beginning
of the sentence and are so evaluated as thematic, or at most as weakly transitional.
In any case, they cannot lower the rise in CD that takes place after the item were
as rozvéSeny lowers that after the corresponding Czech item byly.

Similar comparisons could be drawn between the Czech and English versions of (5]
and [6] respectively. Comparing the conveyers of the main predicative categories,
1. e. was with leZel (both [5]), and was with twd#il se (both [6]), we again find that the
English verbs have been disengaged from conveying the mnotional content. This
renders them pre-eminently transitional and makes them function as a dividing point
(conspicuous, in a way, because of its very semantic and dynamic weakness) between
theme and rheme, The notions the -verbs have been disengaged from conveying
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find their expression outside the semantically weak section represented by the verb —
cf. look (23) in [6] and lying in [5]. The rhemes proper of the Czech and English
versions tally with one another (the boy — jeji chlapelek, of a trapped beast — zvife
lapené do pasti); the Czech versions, however, display a gradual rise in CD from
one element (or a group of elements) to the other whereas the English versions show
distinet rises before their rhemes.

‘The above examples have convincingly shown what significant influence a seman-
tically and dynamically weak verb may exercise upon the FSP of a sentence. In
comparison with such verbs as are stronger (both semantically and dynamically),
the described weak verbs in fact cause a special distribution of CD within the
given sentence. This leads us on to another phenomenon which can equally be
observéd in conneetion with the dissociating process, and which has its share in
bringing about distinct rises in CD and in throwing sentence elements into relief.

The phenomenon to be discussed is that off compactness.. It can be illustrated
by the following sections quoted from the instances under discussion: an ancient
caper or two [2], her strange neighing laugh {3, his open, quivering, distraught look [6a]
(24, 25), into a wide, toothless smile, a perfect beam, no less [7), a glimpse of a black
feeler [9]. Each of the above sections is made up of a string of elements which differ
comparatively little from each other in the amounts of CD they convey. (The sections
[2, 3,7, 9] are entirely rhematic, and the section [6a] is entirely thematic. That their
component elements do differ in CD at all is partly due to the fact that under the
given circumstances the basic distribution of CD can ahsert itself.) A considerable
difference in CD, however, can be observed between each of the sections ([6a]
included) on the one hand and the neighbouring element (or, elements) on the other
(cf. the fully quoted instances [2, 3, 6, 7, 9] above). This contrast in CD sets off each
section in its entirety against the nelghbourmg element (or, elements). In this way,
the comparatively little differences in CD as observed within such a section on th
one hand, and-the compara.tlvely considerable difference (or, differences) in C]g
existing bétween the section and ‘the neighbouring element (or, elements) on the
other, render the section markedly compact, both from within and from without.
It follows that the phenomenon of compactness makes it possible for a string of
eleménts to be set off as a closely knit unit of components, If the section is rhematic,
the phenomenon of compactness has its share in setting it in relief.

The phenomenon of compactness has been established on-the FSP level and
cannot, be identified (26) with any grammatical form. Yet, like other FSP jphenomena,
it can and must be examined in its relations to the grammatlca.l structure for it is
exactly the grammatical structure from which the phenomenon may-receiye effec-
tive support. Therefore, let us again turn to the discussed sections and examine
them in the light of the relations emstmg ‘between the phenomenon of compactness
and the gra.mma.tlcal structure.

On examining the sections, we find that ea.ch contains a noun (in [7] there are
even two. such nouns) whose function it is to be the grammatical headword of a
nominal phrase (cf. caper in [2], laugh in[3], look in [6a], smile and beam in [7],
glimpse in [9]). (27, 28) The relations between the headward and all' the adjectival
elements subordinated to it — including also articles and words capable of serving
in their stead, and prepositional phrases with a second-rank headword of their own
(cf. feeler in [9]) — are such as to form a particularly closely knit structure. Within
this structure, a significant role is being performed by articles and their substitutes
(her in [3], his in {6a]). These words semantically span, as it were, the field grammati-
cally dominated by the headword to which they belong and thereby produce a
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specific unifying effect. It is evident that in bringing about the phenomenon of
compactness, FSP may enter into successful co-operation with grammatical struc-
ture. This becomes especially evident if we resort to a comparison of the English
and the Czech versions of the instance [2] and [6].

The phrase Stary pes [2] is as thematic as is its English counterpart The old dog.
After these thematic openings, however, the English and the Czech version differ
considerably. In English, the weak theme is followed by the semantically and dy-
namically weak transitional cut, after which a distinet rise in CD is observed and
the reached high level of CD (slightly rising perhaps) is kept up to the end of
the sentence. In €zech, on the other hand, there is a gradual rise in CD, taking
place throughout the sentence and reaching its climax on the rhematic item
poskoéil. It is significant that under the circumstances the English theme covers
& wider range of notions. Owing to the closely knit structure of the nominal phrase
an ancient caper or two (note the unifying effect of the article), the English rheme
comprises notions that in the Czech version are expressed by means of transitional
elements; just cqmpare the transitional nékolikrdt with the rhematic an. .. or two,
and the transifional jako za ddvnyjch dob. with the rhematic ancient. The compactness
of the English nominal phrase is evident.

As regards instance [6], the differences in the distribution of CD as observed
between the Czech .and the English version have already been commented upon
(see pp. 83—84, and then also Notes 23 and 25). The reason why we take this
instance up again is the closely knit nominal phrase his open, quivering, distraught
look,which eminently reveals the phenomenon of compactness (note also the uni-
fying effect, of the possessive hes). Let us first observe how this phenomenon, together
with other means, affects the FSP of the examined sentence (i. e. of [6]). Owing
to the pressure of the basic distribution of CD, which under the circumstances can
assert itself, and owing to the phenomenon of compactness, the closely knit nominal
phrase (containing as many as five words) comes to function as the theme. The
co-operation of all the means (including those of .the semantic and the grammatical
nature) involved in this process leads to the following result: the English version
renders themati¢ even those notions which in the Czech version appear as transi-
tional; thus the thematic elements his-. . . look correspond to the transitional twd#l se,
the thematic seqiience open, quivering, distraught to the transitional bezelstné, roze-
chvéle a zmatené. It is worth notice that the discussed English nominal phrase isthe-
matic. This shows that the phenomenon of compactness is not at all excluded
from shaping the FSP outside the rhematic sphere. Another illustration of this
statement is offered by the following observation.

It should be noted that together with grammatical and semantic means (among
the latter, let us recall at least the dissociating process), the phenomenon of compact-
ness co-operates in reducing. the importance of the verb. Among other things, it
considerably loosens the grammatical and semantic relations by which the verb
may be bound to other words of the sentence. Thus whereas in the Czech version
of the examined instance, the notions-of ‘‘openness”, “quivering”, “distractedness’
are rendered by means of adverbs (bezelstné, rozechvéle, zmatené), in the English
version they are expressed by means of adjectives (open, quivering, distraught).
It is clear that the Czech verb stands in direct relation to the conveyers of the above-
enumerated notions, while the English verb is related to them much more loosely,
I. e.only through the medium of the noun.

Both our previous comment and our investigation of the phenomenon of compact-
ness may have given a clear idea of the forces that are at work weakening the
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communicative value of the English verb of [6]; the communicative value is being
weakened grammatically, semantically and dynamically. The question, however, may
be raised whether the conclusions drawn from the comparison of the Czech and
English versions of [6] may claim any general validity. In fact, the objection might
be put forward that the English versions could be rendered into Czech as jeho be-
zelstny, rozechvély a zmateny pohled byl pokledem zvifete lapeného do pasti, 1. e. in
a way closely following the English pattern. Moreover, one could object that all
the observations made above ih regard to the English version of [6] refer (though
of course with a number of necessary modifications) to the Czech version just quoted.

The objection is true enough, yet it overlooks one important fact. The frequency
of the concerned pattern (a dynamically compact nominal phrase functioning as
theme + pre-eminently transitional verb 4 a dynamically compact nominal phrase
[or a nominal phrase which though not undoubtedly compact clearly occurs in dis-
tinct relief] functioning as rheme) is by no means equal in the two languages. Al-
though by no means rare in Czech (see on it below), this pattern occurs in English
with much higher frequency. Undoubtedly, a greater frequency of this and similar
patterns intensifies the English shift towards nominal expression. On the other
hand, a higher frequency of the aforesaid patterns is in complete agreement with,
and in fact conditioned by, the very structure of the English language. All this shows
that the respective positions of the discussed pattern within the systems of the two
languages cannot be the same. The translator’s avoidance of the pattern of the
English version thus appears fully justified.

Whether consciously or unconsciously, the translator refrained from raising the
frequency of a considerably nominal pattern, and preferred to use a verbal one,
despite a strikingly different syntagmatic arrangement of the latter. All this sup-
ports the claim of the above comment (on [6]) to validity reaching beyond the exam-
ined instance. Finally, it should be added that the differences in syntagmatic
arrangement and FSP revealed by the English and Czech versions seem to open
new vistas for further research, the results of which may prove valuable even for
the practical user of English and Czech.

The validity of the above comment (on [6]) is fully supported by J. V. Be&ka’s papers Ka-
pitoly o deském slovese (Chapters concerning the Czech Verb) (29) and Vyjadfovdnt slovesné a jmenné
(Verbal and Nominal Forms of Expression). (30) The author adduces numerous instances of
semantically weakened Czech predicative verbs that combine with nouns or adjectives and
in this way replace semantically full verbs of current use. From a Czech stylist’s point of view,
Betka regards the overgrowth, and in the case of certain types even the very existence, of these
combinations as deplorable. Apart from bearing out the validity of our comment on [6], however,
Betka’s papers are suggestive of some important observations.

Though by no means wishing to put up a case for the described Czech combinations (this
would not even be in keeping with the above comments on [6] and with the established qualitative
differences in regard to the respective shifts in English and in Czech, (31) we should like to point
out that, linguistically speaking, Bedka's illustrative examples of such combinations usually
permit of being interpreted in terms of relief and of phenomena cognate with it. A few instances
with a brief commentary will substantiate this statement.

[12] UloZeni rakve do hrobu' bude vykonino?® na hibitové Pére-Lachaise®® v naprosté ti-
chosti®?, — B 144.40
(The interment of the coffin® will take place?® in the Pére-Lachaise cemetery® in all
quietness®. — *“Deposition of-coffin in gravel® will-be out-carried?fin cemetery Pére-
Lachaise® in all quietness®.”)

[13] Toto dopindni dikazi se!® stalo?® podivhym zpisobem®, — B 145.1

> (This completion of evidencel® was made?® in & peculiar way®. — “This completion
of-evidence (refl. pron.)'® happened® in-peculiar in-way®.”)
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[10] - now' 1',here’J sounded®® the faintest ‘plop’®® (the version of the original)

. |

[12a] Rakev1? budesu uloZena?® do hrobu® na hibitové Pére-Lachaise® v naprosté tichosti®®,



[14] Minuly &tvrtek!? pracova?0il délnik Bflek! na vykopivani®® mohutného pafezu®?. —
B146.10
(Last Thursday!?, the worker Bilek!! was?! engaged?? in digging® out®? a huge stump®, —
“Last Thursday'?, worked*-he'* worker Bilek'! at out-digging™ of-huge of-stump®2.”)

[15] ... viechna?® &sla sud4?? jsou?? dglitelns® dvéma®?... B 146.36 .
... all’® even numbers'! are?® divisible®® by two®2... — “‘all'®> numbers oven!! are?® divi-

sible®! by-two2...")

A Czech stylist would no doubt prefer to have the sentences recast as follows: Rakev bude ulo-
Zena do hrobu ...(The coffin will be interred ...); Dikazy se doplnily ... (The evidence was
completed . ..); Minuly &vrtek vykopdval déintk Bilek mohuiny pafez (Last Thursday, the worker
Bilek was digging out a huge stump); ... viechna &sla sudd lze délit ... (all even numbers can
be divided ...). So reworded, the Czech sentences raise the communicative value of the verb
both semantically and dynamically, which is quite in agreement with the general character of
the Czech language system. Consequently, in the reworded versions the rhemes no longer stand
In so distinct relief as they did before the rewording. (32) This is clearly due to the lowering of
the rises in CD occurring hefore the rhemes. In [12] and [13], the lowering is brought about
in that the compactness of the theme is loosened, one of the, thematic notions passing into the
sphere of transition: uloZen{l® — bude® ulofena??; doplnénil® — se'® dopinil*®y'®. In (14] and [15]
it is the compactness of the rheme that is loosened, one of the rhematic notions becoming transit-
Ional: na vykopdvdni™ — vykopdva®l'?; (déli)telnd® —> lz¢*® (délit). In all cases the sphere of
transition is thereby strengthened. )

The strengthening of the transitional sphere could be well illustrated by means of contour-lines.
Two of the contour-lines on p. 87 represent the. ariginal and the reworded version of [12].

There can be no doubt, however, that the original reliefs (and the original cases of compactness)
are in greater accordance with the communicative needs of the writer; for they enable him to
Bring into effective prominence those notions which he thinks most significant, and to tuck away,
as it were, those. which he considers less essential or almost unimportant, at the very moment
of communication. In other words, the original forms of FSP fully satisfy the communicative
needs of the writer; the original degrees of communicative value of the verb, however, are at
variance with the requirements imposed by the general structure of the Czech language.

- The former of these two observations (the one concerning FSP)accounts for the confinued
existence and for the comparatively frequent occurrence (33) displayed by the discussed types
in Czech. It also explains why these types can mostly be found (33) in Czech professional prose
(whose writers, fof obvious reasons, are concerned to distinguish between really significant
notions and those that are less significant or almost unimportant at the very moment of
communication). Finelly, it implies that the existence of the discussed Czech types cannot be
accounted for solely by stylistic inefficiency. _ ,

On the other hand, the laetter of the two above observations (that concerning the relation
of the communicative value of the verb to the general structure of the Czech languge) justifies
the endeavour of the Czech scholars to put a stop to the growth of the described constructions.
It also explains why Czechs often find it hard to follow an utterance unduly overburdened with
such constructions. It can be taken for granted, that is, that excessive use of elements not con-
forming with the general structure of a language will, in the long run, impair the smooth functioning
of the language as an efficient vehicle of communication. Consequently, in an effort to develop
a truly efficient style it is not nearly enough to strive after a full satisfaction of one’s own com-
municative needs; it is also the needs of the recipient (reader or hearer), i. e. his right to receive
a lucid and perspicuous communication, that have to be taken into account.

The two above observations undoubtedly reveal an interesting case of tension between thought
and language. And it is surely not too pretentious to claim that a thorough study of FSP in all
its- aspects and relations may'throw much valuable light on the intricate relations of language
and thought.

Winding up our notes on the phenomenon of compactness, we have to return
to the statement that the phenomenon belongs to the FSP level and cannot be
identified with any grammatical form (see p. 84). This in fact amounts to saying
that the phenomenon of compactness can be displayed by any elements that differ
comparatively little from each other in CD, but form & section which in its
entirety noticeably differs in CD from the elements which precede and follow it.
This wording does not want to ignore the support the phenomena of compactness
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may receive from grammatical structure; it admits, however, of various forms of
such support (some of them not being so effective as that coming from the nominal
type discussed above) without making the phenomenon of compactness depend
on grammatical structure. This means that by -itself the grammatical structure
cannot call the phenomenon of compactness into play. This is quite understandable,
as the amounts of CD carried by the various members of a certain structure cannot
possibly remain unchanged throughout all instance levels.

The phenomenon of cpmpactness certainly deserves more attention than it could
receive here. It may be hoped, however, that for the purpose of our general inquiry
into the relation of distinet relief to the shift towards nominal expression-the above
observations will be found sufficient. We may pass on, therefore, to the latter part
of our inquiry, in which we intend at least to touch upon the effect the shift towards
nominal expression may exert on the context (i. e. on an utterance consisting of more
than one sentence). Before doing so, we want to broach two problems raised by the
dissociating process.

11

The dissociating processis in full accordance with the analytical structure of English.
From the FSP point of view it considerably reduces the number of words that
(within the first Instance levels) can appear as conveyers.of heterogeneous amounts
of CD The heterogeneity is due to the fact that such words are composed of mor-
phemes laden with unequal amounts of CD, just cf. za®*#ehta??l?a'® with she'® gave?
a neighing laugh®; po®skol?%1#1:1° \with he'® cut®? a caper®). Or, to put the matter
positively, the dlssoclatmg process increases the number of semantic elements that
assume the form of separate words and in consequence may appear in relief by
t hemselves.

A specially interesting case in point are the word-forms that serve, or evidently
tend to serve, as mere conveyers of the (primary and/or secondary) categories. Exam-
ining the' dissociating process in [2] — [11], we found_thege conveyers functioning
as purely transitional elements (which is their constant funetion on ordinary instance
levels). On second instance levels, however, any one of them may appear by itself
(i. e. to the exclusion of all the other elements) in distinct relief and serve as rheme
proper. (Cf the following examples in which the distinct reliefs (34) have been
itahicized: “He!® wxll*® go there tomorrow!® — Piijde® tam zitral®/Zitra tam!® pidjde®®;
1'% am® writing a letter to Auntie'® — Pi§u?® tetitce doplsm/Dopls tetiGeel® prsude;
I'® do% read such books® — Ctu® takové knihy'®/Takové knihyl® &u®; Held wills
attend the lectures!® — Bude® chodit na predndsky!?/Na prednisky choditi® bude®;
I'® should® have gone there!® — Byl® bych tam %el'®.”) In Czech, the conveyers of
the predicative categories can follow suit in so far as the general structure of Czech
allows of their being dissociated. This can happen, however, on & much lower scale
than in English because the Czech verb much oftener expresses dynamically hetero-
geneous elements, i. e. the notional content and the primary and secondary cate-
gories, in one word-form .(35) — Consequently, in such cases it very often happens
that Czech rheme proper contains the conveyer of the notional content. (In other
words, if then not appearing in separate word forms, the morphemes conveying the
predlca.twe categories cannot surpass the notional component in CD.)

A twofold conclusion may be drawn from these brief observations. First, the fact
that only part of the verbal form, not the whole of it (as may frequently happen in
Czech) should be entrustéd with conveying rheme proper seems to be another con-

89



tribution, or perhaps even result of, the English shift towards nominal expression.
Second, by relegating the notional component to the theme, English manages to
single out with delicate precision the very item to be communicated by such second
instance cades, e. g. an emphatic assertion of a previous statement. In our opinion,
this precision in communication, achieved on the FSP plane, seems to be a satis-
factory compensation for the possibilities offered in other languages by relatively
free word-orders. This brings us to the other problem we wish to touch in the present
chapter.

Viewed in the light of FSP, the English tendency to dissociate the (primary
as well as secondary) categories aims at the establishment of a distinct dividing
line between the rhematic and the non-rhematic section of the sentence (cf. our
above comment on inst. [2] — [11]). In this connection, the question may be.raised
whether it would be possible to bring this fact in relation to, and square it with, the
well-established English tendency to render the dividing lines between the word-
categories (parts of speech) far‘less distinct than in Czech. The following obser-
vations will perhaps throw some light on this problein.

As has been shown in another of our papers, (36) both in English and in Czech:
the verb is to be regarded as the principal and most adequate conveyer of predicative
categories. No other part of speech ean take up this function with equal efficiency.
The general structure of English, however, makes it comparatively easy to relieve
the verb of all semantic content surpassing mere signalization of the predicative
categories. Unlike in Czech, this content is necessarily passed on to other parts
of speech, chiefly to nouns and adjectives, but also tp adverbs and even prepositions.
As has been stressed by J. Vachek, the expression of action ceases in English to be
a prerogative of the verb, being easily taken up by other parts of speech as well
(naturally, in co-operation with the rest of the sentence and the utterance in general).
(87) The share of the above discussed dissociating process in blurring the dividing
lines separating individual parts of speech is evident. It is, however, also evident
that the dissociating process and tbe mentioned blurring play an important part
in enabling FSP to set non-verbal elements in distinct relief. As far as we can see,
this explanation offers another proof of efficient co-operation of levels within the
system of langnage. From the FSP point of view, it sheds interesting light on what
may be termed, after G. O. Curme, the English love of concrete expression. (38)

In Curme’s view concreteness of expression is attained in English if nominal
elements are given preference to verbal ones, in other words if the shift towards
nominal expression is given full play. This is because the meaning conveyed by
nominal elements is upon the whole more conerete in character than that conveyed
by verbal ones (39) Hence nominal elements are welcome means enabling the speak-
er (or writer) to ‘bring pictures before the mind’ of the hearer (or, respectively,
reader).

Viewed in the light of the FSP theory, the ‘bringing of pictures before the mind’
is greatly facilitated by the operation of the dissociating process and of the blurring
tendency. The two factors certainly belong to those features of general English
structure that make it possible for FSP to throw nominal elements into distinet
relief. It is not difficult to see that elements set in such relief are especially apt
‘to bring pictures before the hearer’s (or reader’s) mind’; their aptitude for this
naturally results from the prominence they are being given through FSP in the very
act of communication.

As regards Czech it can be said that the dissociating tendency rarely attains full
realization in it; at the same time, the blurring tendency is virtually alien to the
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general structure of Czech. These facts can be regarded as further proofs of the
qualitative differences characterizing the Czech and the English attitude towards
nominal expression.

I11

We have proceeded far enough to examine the shift towards nominal expression
within the context (i. e. within an utterance consisting of more than one sentence).
Such examination is of special interest because it leads to better understanding of
the co-operation of the three examined levels (grammatical, lexical and that of FSP)
within the systems of English and Czech. Besides, it is within the context that the
minor causes of the shift towards nominal expression may be perceived to combine
into an active, significant force.

"We have chosen an extract that has already been ably commented upon from
other points of view; (40) here it will be subjected to detailed analysis in regard to the
shift towards nominal expression. The analysis will show the all-round weakening
of the communicative value of the English verb. This weakening would come even
more to light if we conld (i) consistently inquire into the extent to which the notional
components of the English and ‘Czech predicative verbs are being disengaged from
conveying the (primary and secondary) categories, and (ii) consistently ‘relief-map’
the English and Czech sentences. We have already given considerable attention
to the two methods of research; (41) only lack of space prevents us from applying
them consistently in’ this final section of our investigation.

It will be found convenient if the examined extract is first quoted in full, and
afterwards re-quoted , sentence by sentence, for special consideration.

[16] The discreet door shut with a click. She was outside on the step, gazing at
the winter afternoon. Rain was falling, and with the rain it seemed the dark
came too, spinning down like ashes. There was a cold bitter taste in the air,
and the new lighted lamps loked sad. Sad were the lights in the houses op-
posite. Dimly they burned as if regretting something. — M 410.7

ZduSené dvefe uZ zatim zapadly. Stila na schiidku a obzirala to zimni od-
poledne. Prielo a s deftém se snddel i1 soumrak a vifil jako popel. Ze vzduchu
ostie &pél chlad a rozzaté svitilny-vypadaly smutné. Smutni byla i svétla
v protéjiich domech. Planula, jako by nédeho Zelela. — M 519.18

Let us now interpret the extract sentence by sentence.

[17] The discreet door® shut?® with a click®. — M 410.7 1
ZduSené dvefel® uz® zatim?®® za¥?pad®l20y®, — M 519.18 .
“Discreet door'® already® meanwhile?® (perf. pref.)*-fall*'en-had®-it'.”

‘The adverbial element with a click expresses the end of the act of closing, at the
sarne time effecting a quick transfer of the scene (from the inside of a Tittle antique
shop to its outside; cf. the sequence She was outside opening the following sentencs).
Though not explicitly conveying the ‘click’, and though assisted by the item uZ
(‘already’) in indicating the transfer of the scene, the Czech verb quite forcibly
expresses the end of the act of closing (the semantic content of the prefix 2a- allowing
of the interpretation ‘dobfe se zaviit’, i. e. ‘to close well’). (41a) On the other hand,
the English verb is excluded from expressing both the end of the act of closing and
the transfer of the scene. From the FSP point of view, the English verb remains
transitional, the Czech verb, however, becomes strongly rhematic.
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[18] She! was?! outside®® on the step®?, gazing at®® the winter afternoon?. —
M 410.7
St42121a10 na schiidku® a obzira®l¥all to zimn odpoledne12 — M 519.18
“Stoo?2d?1-shel® on step® and observ®ing-was*-she'! the winter afternoon!2.”

Whereas in English there is only one conveyer of the (primpary and sécondary)
categories (was),in Czech there are two (stdla, obzirala). Semantically, the first of
theém (stdla), though comparatively wegk, is still stronger than its English counter-
part (was), which is virtually devoid of lexical meaning altogether. As to-the second
Czech item (obzirala), its considerable semantic weight, heightened by the semaritic
content of the inseparable prefix, is beyond all dispute. From the FSP point, of
view, the English verb remains purely transitional, whereas one of the Czech verbs
even moves into the sphere of rheme proper. (42)

[19] Rain® was!® falling®,- and with the rain!® it seemed® the dark® came®
too®2, spinning down® like. ashes®*. — M 410.8 -
Pr3e®]200!° 3 s destém?® se sndel?® i soumrak® a vifi®l!%% jako popel®. —
M 519.19
“Rain®ing-was®-it' and with-rain'® (refl. pron.) coming-down-was- 1t2° also
twilight® and spinning-was%-it'® like ashes™.”

In comparison with the possible wording It rained and It was raining, the author’s
Rain was falling presents an advanced case of the shift towards nominal expression.
The notion of raining has been dissociated in the form of a noun which serves as
rheme proper. N6 such dissociation has taken place in Czech, where the notion of
raining is conveyed by a ‘full-fledged’ verb functioning as sole conveyer of rheme,
transition and theme.

As to the verbs of the co-ordinate principal clause, following after and/a the Czech
finite verbal forms sndSel and vifil convey the notions of descending and whirling
round, tespectively. In English, however, these notions are not carried by the
predicative verbal forms seemed and came (whmh in any case are sema.ntlcally very
weak, serving respectively asta modal exponent and as a verb of * emergence on the
scene’), (21) but by the nominal participial form spinning down. It is true enough
that, like seemed and came, the Czech elements snddel and vifil also belong to the
sphere of transition; yet owing to their.fuller semantic content, the Czech predi-
cative verbs stand nearer the rhematic sphere than their Enghsh counterparts.
Consequently, the respective rises in CD after the English and the Czech verbs
cannot possibly be the same.

It follows that as in the two preceding English sentences [18, 19], also the discussed
compound English sentence excludes the verb from the rheme, the rhematic
notions being conveyed by non-verbal elements: rain, dark, too, spmmng down like
ashes.

[20] There" was® a cold bitter taste® in the air'2, and the new-lighted lampst®
looked?®® sad®®. — M 410.10
Ze vzduchu'® ostfe ¢pél?® chlad® a rozzaté svitilny'® vypadal*®y'? smutné3®. —
M 519.20
“From air'® sharply reeked?® cold® and new-lighted lemps® looked®-they'®

sadly®.” .

~ The existential constructlon (there - was) malkes it, possible for English to-express
by a combination of an, adjectivé and a noun (bitter taste) (43) what is expressed
in Czech by a combmatlon of a"verb-and an adverb, fostfe ¢pél) (43) From the

-
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FSP point of view, the resultant rheme section a cold bitter taste (note the compacting
efect of the indefinite article), surrounded by the dynamically weak groups There
was and in the air (notethe thematizing effect of the definite article), presents afirst-
rate example of distinct relief. The share of*he week eement was (which, semanti-
cally, forms a contrast to the weightier Czech dement cpel) in bringing about this re-
lief is evident.

As to the verbs looked-and vypadaly, they do not seem to differ much in theii
degrees of communicative value. Y et, even here the English verb is the weaker of
the two, which is due chiefly to its more pronounced copulative character, evinced
by the presence of an adjective instead of an adverb.

[21] Sad™ were” the lights in thehouses opposite®”. — M 410.11
Smutni* byla” i sv6tlav protSjsich domech”. — M 519.21

0 1"

"Sad” were” even lights in opposite houses”.

Though, grammatically, the Czech verb is slightly weightier than its English
counterpart (the former giving a narrower specification of the grammatical person),
from the semantic and the FSP points of view both verbs are very weak. In both
languages, theVheme is conveyecl by nominal elements. The Czech and the English
rheme, however, do not correspond to each other; the comment on the following
sentence Will show (below) that this lack of correspondence is, among other things,
due to the all-round weakening of the verbal ement inthe English version of the
discussed extract. First of all, however , it isimperative to add a few words on the
Czech and English versions of [21] from the FSP point of view.

Wherees in English it is the adjective sad that constitutes the rheme, in Czech
this function is performed by the group i svetla.v protejsich domech. The aforesaid
group is marked out as rhematic owing to the presence of a special means of FSP,
the dement i 'too, even'. (44) In English, on the other hand, the definite articles
before the words lightsand houses (and similarly the definite articles before the
words... afternoon in[18], air in[20], and ... lampsin [20]) seem to mark out
these words as thematic. Under the circumstances they seem to'refer to them as
to names of those components of ‘the winter afternoon’ scene (cf. [18]) about” which
0me observations are being presented in the rhematic sections of the sentences
concerned. In this way the above-mentioned definite articles help to build up what
may be calledthe thematic layer of the English version of the discussed extract.
As for the adjective sad, its rhematic character is further supported by the unusual
position of the adjective"a the beginning of the sentence. This unusuaness of
position will certainly be felt as more marked in English with its grammatically
fixed word-order patterns than in Czech, whoseword-order patterns are far less
determined by the grammatical principle. An unusual position, this time of an
adverb (dimly), isdisplayed dso by the English version bl the last sentence [22]
of the discussed extract.

[22] Dimly™ they” burned” as if regretting something®. — M 410.12
Planu”l*a*, jako by neceho” zele”l*a’..— M 519.22
"Burn”ed”-they” asif (aux.verb.form)' something® regretting-were”-
they™". .
Taking a clause for a separate sphere of the basic distribution of, CD, (45) we
find that both verbs of the Czech version express the rhemes. I n English, on the other
hand, the only predicative verb is transitional, being surpassed inCD by the initial
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