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ZBYNEK ZBYSLAV STRANSKY:

ZIVOT A DILO

Kdyz se fekne Ceskoslovenskd mu-
zeologie 2. poloviny 20. stoleti, zna-
Iym se vybavi zejména tfi osobnos-
ti, které zde zakladaly a rozvijely
muzeologii jako védni obor, ale také
vyukovy obor na vysokych $ko-
lach - Jifi Neustupny, Josef Bene$§

a Zbyné€k Zbyslav Stransky. K nim
bychom mohli prifadit jesté Jiriho
Spéta jako predniho odbornika na
déjiny ceského muzejnictvi. BohuZzel
¢as je netiprosny a tyto osobnosti
nés postupné opoustély, zanechavse
zde svoje dilo a také zaky a nésle-
dovniky. Bohuzel 21. ledna 2016
odesla i posledni z téchto osobnosti
Zbynék Zbyslav Stransky, zakladatel
brnénské muzeologické skoly, spo-
luzakladatel postgradualniho muze-
ologického studia a externi katedry
na brnénské univerzité a zakladatel
katedry muzeologie a denniho stu-
dia muzeologie na téze Skole. S nim
odesla posledni z osobnosti, které
muZeme nazvat zakladateli ¢eské
muzeologie a jejTho mezinarodniho
véhlasu. Z. Z. Stransky byl osobou,
ktera formovala teoretické zdklady
muzeologie a podilela se také na
tvorbé fady vystav a expozic v Ces-
koslovenskych muzeich a pamatko-
vych objektech a koncepcich mnoha
muzei. Své stopy zanechal také jako
univerzitni pedagog a to prostred-
nictvi svych z4ka, které udil kritic-
kému muzeologickému mysleni.

Zbynék Zbyslav Stransky se narodil
v Kutné Hofe dne 26. fijna 1926.
Ale rodice se brzy prestéhovali do
Pardubic a pozdéji do Bratislavy.
Na jeho zajmy a pozdéjsi profes-

ni sméfovani mély vliv povolani

a zajmy jeho rodi¢h — matka byla
profesorkou jazykt se zdjmem
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o hudbu, otec, profesi chemik, se
zajimal o dé&jiny techniky a technic-
ké muzejnictvi. Muzejnictvi, resp.
muzeologie se staly pro Zbyika

Z. Stranského nejen povolanim, ale
i poslanim. Hudba pak celozivotnim
konickem.

V Bratislavé zapocal i stiedoskolska
studia. Mésto ale musel s rodici
opustit na zacatku 2. svétové val-
ky, kdy se prestéhovali do Prahy.
Zde také dokoncil stfedni skolu. Po
skonceni vélky, v roce 1946, nastou-
pil na Filozofickou fakultu Karlovy
univerzity, obor filozofie a historie.
Studia ukoncil v roce 1950. Kromé
toho také vystudoval externé mu-
zikologii na Masarykové univerzité
v Brné. Po skonceni studia nastoupil
do muzea v Ceské Brodé a poté do
Muzea Antonina Dvorédka (soucast
Narodniho muzea). Zaroven pra-
coval i ve Spole¢nosti Antonina
Dvoréka. V roce 1952 nastoupil do
Hellichova muzea v Podébradech,
kde se stal také reditelem. Jeho
zésluhou se muzeum stalo Krajskym
muzeem Prazského kraje. Za

jeho ptisobeni za¢alo muzeum
vydévat odborné periodikum
Muzejni zpravy Prazského kraje,

ve kterém hojné publikoval, v¢etné
muzeologicky zamérenych ¢lan-

kii. V roce 1958 z podébradského
muzea odeSel do Muzea Vysociny

v Jihlavé.

Zasadni zlom v Zivoté Z. Z. Stran-
ského pftiSel v roce 1962. Tehdejsi
feditel Moravského muzea v Brné,
svétové uznavany antropolog,

a muZeme také fici muzeolog, Jan
Jelinek v rdmci organizacnich zmén
v muzeu ziidil také muzeologické
oddéleni. To mélo plnit funkci me-
todického, teoretického a dokumen-
tacniho centra a Zbynék Z. Stransky
se stal jeho pracovnikem. Zde mohl
plné uplatnit a rozvijet muzeologii
jako védu.

Hned po ptichodu na muzeologické
oddéleni se zapojil do aktivit na
poli muzeologie, které rozvijel Jan
Jelinek. Pfedné to bylo znovuobno-

veni vysokoskolské vyuky muzeo-
logie v Brné na filozofické fakulté.
V roce 1921 zde Jaroslav Helfert
ziidil lektorat muzejnictvi, ktery
ale zanikl s jeho odchodem z Brna
do vychodnich Cech na poécatku

50. let 20. stoleti. Jan Jelinek

a s nim i Zbynék Z. Stransky si
uvédomovali nutnost specialni pii-
pravy budoucich a stavajicich mu-
zejnich pracovnikt na praci v mu-
zeich, na coz je specidlni studium
jednotlivych védnich obort zastou-
penych v muzeich nepfipravi. Proto
usilovali o otevieni takového studia
v Brné. Po jednanich s vedenim
Univerzity Jana Evangelisty Pur-
kyné a vedenim Filozofické fakulty
UJEP schvilily védecké rady téchto
instituci otevieni postgradualniho
studia muzeologie a zfizeni extern{
katedry muzeologie. Dal§imi jedna-
nimi a pfipravou studia byl povéren
Jan Jelinek. Postupné se podarilo
pripravit studijni plan, ziskat akre-
ditaci a na podzim 1964 byl otevien
prvni béh postgraduélniho studia
muzeologie. Na vSech ptipravach se
podilel i Zbynék Z. Stransky, ktery
se také aktivné zapojil jako jeden

z vyucujicich. Vyuka v této formé
studia probihal az do poloviny 90.
let 20. stoleti. Celkem bylo realizo-
véano 15 béhti a studium ukoncilo
cca 300 absolventd. S otevienim
denniho studia muzeologie zajem

o tuto formu studia klesal, a proto
byla ukoncena.

DuleZitym po¢inem muzeologic-
kého oddéleni Moravského muzea
a externi katedry muzeologie Fi-
lozofické fakulty UJEP bylo uspo-
fadani muzeologického symposia

v roce 1965. Utastnila se ho fada
osobnost{ ¢eské a slovenské muzeo-
logie a muzejnictvi, v€etné nestora
oboru Jifiho Neustupného. Zasadni
prispévky prednesl Jan Jelinek,
ktery hovofil o potfebé muzeologie
pro muzejnictvi a jeji vyuce na vy-
sokych Skolach, a zejména Zbynék
Z. Strénsky. Ten ve svych prispév-
cich hovotil ve dvou rovinach —
jednak o muzeologii jako vysoko-
Skolském studijnim oboru a jeho

100

studijnim programu, jednak o mu-
zeologii jako védnim oboru, jeho
predmétu, systému a terminologii.
Poprvé zde Zbynék Z. Stransky
predstavil svoje pojeti muzeologie,
jeho pfedmét a systém. Upozornil
na dilo svych pfedchudcti, po¢ina-
je Klimentem Cermakem a konce
Jifim Neustupnym a Stranského
soucasnikem Josefem BeneSem. Pre-
zentoval rovnéz nazory zahranic-
nich muzeologti, jako byl Georges
Henri Riviére, Alma S. Wittlin,

H. A. Konnr aj. Na zakladé srovnani{
pristupt konstatuje, Ze pfedmétem
zdjmu muzeologie nemohou byt jen
muzea, ale i dalsi formy sbératelstvi
a specidlniho pfistupu lidi ke sku-
te¢nosti.

Svoje pojeti muzeologie Stransky
pak prezentoval v nékolika vyda-
nich Uvodu do studia muzeologie,

z nichZ prvni vyslo v roce 1972
(dalsi v letech 1979 a 1984, v roce
1993 vysla specidlni verze pro po-
sluchace Mezindrodni letni Skoly
muzeologie a to v ¢eské, anglické

a francouzské verzi, Ceska upravena
verze vysla jeSté v roce 2000) a také
v fadé dil¢ich ¢lankh publikovanych
u nds i v zahranici.

Zbynék Z. Stransky stal rovnéz

u zrodu vyznamného muzeologic-
kého ¢asopisu nazvaného Muzeolo-
gické sesity. Tento Casopis vydavala
Univerzita Jana Evangelisty Purky-
né, Moravské muzeum a Moravska
galerie po¢inaje rokem 1969. Tento
Casopis vychazel az do roku 1986.
Vyslo celkem 10 fadnych ¢isel a 3
supplementa, v nichZ svoje ¢lanky
publikovala fada prednich nasich

i zahrani¢énich muzeologt. Z po-
hledu vyuky muzeologie v Brné je
zajimavé II. Supplementum z roku
1974, celé vénované historii vyuky
od roku 1963, vcetné studijnich
plant. Toto ¢islo vyslo i v angli¢tiné
a rustiné. Muzeologické sesity ve
své dobé sehrély dtleZitou roli
muzeologického teoretického
Casopisu, ktery doposud u nas
nevychazel. BohuZel, pokusy o jeho
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restart v prvni poloviné 90. let
skonéily netispéchem.

Diky publikac¢ni ¢innosti Stranského
muzeologie vesla do $ir§tho povédo-
mi odborné vefejnosti u nési v za-
hrani¢i a umoznila mu se zapojit do
fady mezindrodnich aktivit. At jiz
na pudé ICOMu nebo v roce 1977
zaloZzeného ICOFOMu, tedy vyboru
pro muzeologii (zakladatelskymi
osobnostmi byli napf. Jan Jelinek,
Peter van Mensch, Vino$ Sofka aj.).
Z povéfeni Ministerstva kultury se
od roku 1978 podilel na préci me-
zindrodniho tymu pfipravujicitho
slovnik Dictionarium museologicum,
ktery pak vysel v roce 1983. Prace
trvala nékolik let a pfipravny tym
vydéval prubéiné zpravodaje, kde
byly prezentovany aktualni problé-
my a vysledky. Vysledny slovnik byl
nakonec koncipovan jako prekla-
dovy. Vedoucim jazykem byla ang-
li¢tina. K anglickému terminu pak
byl pfifazen ekvivalent v dalsich

19 jazycich. Na ceské ¢asti pracoval
pravé Zbynék Z. Stransky a Oskar
BriiZa. Na konci knihy pak byl zku-
Sebni vykladovy slovnik nékterych
termintd. Pfedpokladalo se, Ze pravé
na vykladovém muzeologickém
slovniku bude mezinarodni tym
déle pracovat. Bohuzel se ¢lenové
nedokazali shodnout na tom, jak po-
kracovat a ¢innost tymu byla ukon-
¢ena. Muzeologicky terminologicky
vykladovy slovnik je dodnes restem,
ktery teoretickd muzeologie ma.

Ve svych publikacich se o zdkladni
terminologii pokousel i Z. Z. Stran-
sky, ale samostatny slovnik nevydal.
Ten publikoval nakonec Josef Bene$
pod nazvem Muzeologicky slovnik,
ale ten zapadl a Sirsiho ohlasu se
nedockal. Pokusy o slovnik najdeme
v zahrani¢i, kde v nékterych zemich
takovéto slovniky vysly. Od pocat-
ku 90. let 20. stoleti na takovémto
slovniku pracuje francouzsky muze-
olog Andrée Desvallées a jeho tym.
Vysledek byl nedavno publikovan.

Mezinarodni renomé Z. Z. Stran-
ského a brnénské muzeologické
Skoly bylo znac¢né. Z. Z. Strdnskému

to umoznilo vytvofit mezinarodni
projekt skoly, kterd by zahrani¢nim
ucastnikim prezentovala vysledky
brnénské muzeologie a také sem
ptrivedla zahrani¢ni muzeology,
ktefi by prezentovali svoje nazory
a svoje pojeti oboru. Projekt byl
pripravovan pod zastitou UNESCO
od roku 1983. V roce 1986 pak
byla ziizena Mezindrodni letni $kola
muzeologie — International Summer
School of Museology (ISSOM) a byl
otevien prvni béh zakladniho kur-
zu, ktery mél poslucha¢tim formou
prednéasek, cviceni a exkurzi pre-
zentovat cely systém muzeologie.
Zpocatku vytvarel pro Gcastniky
jisté prekazky tehdejsi rezim, ale
Skola fungovala a brzy si v zahra-
nic¢{ ziskala zna¢né renomé. Obsa-
hovou néapln skoly a vybér zahra-
ni¢nich prednasejicich pripravoval
Zbynék Z. Stransky (po roce 1989
se na tom v nékterych pfipadech
podilel i Vino$ Sofka), organiza¢ni
stranku méla na starosti pracovnice
Sekretariatu ISSOM, kterych se na
tomto misté vystiidalo nékolik. Od
roku 1986 se kazdy rok uskutecnil
jeden béh zakladniho kurzu. Od
roku 1994 navrhl Z. Z. Stransky,

na zakladé ohlast od posluchaéd,
poradat i kurzy speciélni, zamérené
napf. na muzejni management, mu-
zejni vystavnictvi a sbirkotvornou
¢innost. Od tohoto roku se kazdo-
ro¢né poradal bud zakladni kurz

a jeden specializa¢ni, nebo dva spe-
cializa¢ni. Nékteti posluchaci absol-
vovali i vice kurzt. Byli i taci, ktef{
ukondili vSechny vypisované kurzy.
ISSOM byla tispésna skola, které se
zlcastnili posluchadi a vyucujici ze
vSech kontinent(i, vyjma Austrélie,
a jak jsem uvedl vySe, né€kteii pfije-
li nékolikrat jako studenti, ale také
nejprve jako studenti a nasledné

i vyucujici. Po odchodu Z. Z. Stran-
ského na Slovensko, na Univerzitu
Mateja Bela, se ve vedeni $koly vy-
stiidali Krasimir Damjanov, Vino$
Sofka a Jan Dolak. Posledni kurs se
pak uskutec¢nil v roce 2000.

Z. Z. Stréansky nezapominal ani
na vyuku muzeologie na brnénské
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univerzité, ani na praci v muzeolo-
gickém oddéleni Moravského mu-
zea. V Moravském muzeu postupné
budoval odbornou muzeologickou
knihovnu, do které ziskaval jak
Ceské publikace a ¢asopisy, tak i za-
hraniéni tituly. V téch ptipadech,
kdy nebylo mozné ziskat knihu
samotnou, byly pofizovany foto-
kopie. Tykalo se to zejména starsi

a staré muzeologické literatury,
pocinaje Samuelem Quicchenber-
gem, Johannem Danielem Majorem,
Casparem Friedrichem Neickeliem
atd. Vznikla tak cenné sbirka mu-
zeologické literatury od nejstarsi
znadmé (Quicchenbergovo Inscrip-
tiones vel tituli theatri amplissimi
z roku 1565) aZ po 20. stoleti. Dalsi
cennou sbirku, kterou Z. Z. Stransky
budoval, tvofi soubor diapozitiv,
zachycujici dobovou podobu
Ceskoslovenskych a zahrani¢nich
muzei, nebo soubor diapozitivii
zachycujici podobu historickych
sbirek, doprovazejicich prednasky
z d&jin sbératelstvi a muzejnictvi.
Muzeologické oddéleni bylo

také teoretickym a metodickém
pracovistém, na kterézto ¢innosti
se Stransky také podilel. Po

jeho odchodu na Masarykovu
univerzitu muzeologické oddéleni
postupné zaniklo, vytvotfené fondy
byly ale pfevedeny do Knihovny
Moravského zemského muzea.

Z. Z. Stransky se také snazil rozvijet
vyuku postgradudlntho studia mu-
zeologie. Zejména v sedmdesatych
letech prosel vyukovy program né-
kterymi reformami a byla posilena
zejména teoreticka vyuka. Snahy
akreditovat také denni vyuku muze-
ologie zatim vychézely naprazdno.
To se Zbynku Z. Strdnskému poda-
filo az po roce 1989. V roce 1992
bylo akreditovano dennf studium
muzeologie a zalozena Katedra
muzeologie. Studium bylo jiZ tehdy
koncipovéno jako dvoustupiiové,
bakalafské a na to navazujici magi-
sterské, coz bylo tehdy na ceskych
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vysokych $kolach neobvyklé, ale
brzy se tento systém stal standar-
dem. V roce 1993 pak byl otevien
prvni ro¢nik bakalarského studia

a prvni roénik magisterského studia
(do néj nastoupili absolventi muzeo-
logie ze Slezské univerzity, kde bylo
tehdy pouze bakalatské studium).
Od té doby se vyuka muzeologie
stale rozviji. Jiz Z. Z. Stransky za-
¢al budovat nezbytnou zdkladnu
kazdého vysokoskolského oboru,
jako je odborna knihovna a i ne-
zbytné technické vybaveni. S tim
mu pomahal i Pavel Holman, ktery
na katedru nastoupil jako odborny
asistent v roce 1993. V roce 1994 se
podafilo ziskat také ¢ast knihovny
zruSeného Ustfedniho muzeolo-
gického kabinetu (v té dobé pre-
jmenované na Muzejni informaéni
a studijni sluzbu) Narodniho muzea.
Tim byla knihovna posilena o fadu
cenné literatury vydavané ¢eskymi
a pozdéji i slovenskymi muzei od
19. stoleti a také literaturou zahra-
ni¢ni. Pomoci grantt bylo ziskdno
potiebné technické vybaveni, které
obohatilo vyuku a usnadnilo pra-
covniklim préci.

Otevieni hranic v roce 1989 umoz-
nilo Z. Z. Stranskému $ir$i zapojeni
do mezindrodnich aktivit, kterych
se mohl zti¢astnit i osobn&. U¢ast-
nil se tak riiznych zaseddni ICOMu
i ICOFOMu a dalsich muzejnich

a muzeologickych instituci a uni-
verzit.

V roce 1996 odchézi Z. Z. Stransky
do dichodu, ale jesté do roku 1998
pusobi jako feditel ISSOM a také
prednasi na Katedie muzeologie,
kterd byla ale mezitim spojena s ar-
cheologii do Ustavu archeologie

a muzeologie. V roce 1998 zaklada
na Univerzité Mateja Bela v Banské
Bystrici Katedru ekomuzeolégie,
kterdZto pusobila na odlou¢eném
pracovisti v Banské Stiavnici. Ka-
tedru vedl az ro roku 2002, kdy
odchdazi do dtichodu.

I poté je zvén na rtzné prednasky
a akce, jak na Slovensku ale i dal-

Sich evropskych zemich. K osmde-
satindm Z. Z. Stranského je uspora-
déana v Technickém muzeu v Brné
mezinarodni konference, ktera ma
pripomenout jeho dilo, ale také pre-
zentovat nové smeéry v muzeologii.
Referaty zde pfednesla fada jeho
spolupracovniku a zaku.

Postupné se ale Zbynék Zbyslav
Stransky stahoval z vefejného Zi-
vota, i diky vazné chorobé, kterou
onemocnél. Jeho srdce dotlouklo

v rannich hodinach dne 21. ledna
2016. Jeho muzeologické dilo bude
dale Zit nejen v jeho publikacich,
ale i v odkazu, ktery pfedal svym
zakum v bohaté pedagogické
kariéfe, a ktefi jeho mySlenky
uplatniuji v kazdodenni praxi. At
je to pouZzivani termind, které
zavedl, jako muzedlie, muzealizace
aj., nebo v pfistupu k jednotlivym
¢innostem v muzeich. Jeho odkaz
je také dale rozvijen i na Oddéle-
ni muzeologie Ustavu archeologie
a muzeologie Filozofické fakulty
Masarykovy univerzity v Brné, kte-
rou zakladal.

PAVEL HOLMAN
muzeolog, Brno
Ceska republika

ZBYNEK ZBYSLAV STRANSKY:
LIFE AND WORK

When somebody mentions Czech-
oslovak museology of the 2nd half
of the 20th century, those who are
in the know will mainly imagine
three figures who founded and de-
veloped here museology as a schola-
rly discipline, but also as a field of
university studies — Jif{ Neustupny,
Josef Benes and Zbynék Zbyslav
Stransky. Among them we could
also count Jifi Spét as a top expert
in the history of Czech museums.
Time is unfortunately merciless and
these personalities gradually passed

102

away, leaving here their work as
well as disciples and followers. It

is sad enough that on 21 January
2016 passed away the last of these
personalities, Zbynék Zbyslav
Stransky, founder of the Brno mu-
seological school, co-founder of
postgraduate museology studies
and external Chair at the Brno uni-
versity, and founder of the Chair of
Museology and full-time museology
studies in the same school. With
him left the last of figures whom we
can call the founders of Czech mu-
seology and originators of its inter-
national renown. Z. Z. Stransky was
a person who formed the theoreti-
cal foundations of museology and
participated in creation of many
temporary and permanent exhibi-
tions in Czechoslovak museums and
listed monuments, and development
of conceptions of many museums.
He also left his legacy as a universi-
ty pedagogue through the medium
of his disciples, whom he taught
critical museological thinking.

Zbynék Zbyslav Stransky was born
in Kutna Hora on 26 October 1926.
But his parents soon moved to
Pardubice and later to Bratislava.
His interests and later professional
career were influenced by occupa-
tions and interests of his parents —
mother was professor of languages,
interested in music, father was
chemist, interested in the history of
technology and technical museums.
Museums, or museology, became

to Zbynék Z. Stransky not only an
occupation but also mission. Music
was his lifelong hobby.

In Bratislava he began to study

in a secondary school. But he and
his parents had to leave the town
at the beginning of World War II,
when they moved to Prague. Here
he completed his secondary school
education. After the end of the war,
in 1946, he began to study at the
Faculty of Arts, Charles Universi-
ty, in the fields of philosophy and
history. He completed his studies
in 1950. Besides this he also at-



2016 /05 /02

tended part-time musicological
studies at the Masaryk University
in Brno. After completion of studies
he started to work in the Museum
of Cesky Brod and afterwards in
the Antonin Dvorak Museum (part
of the National Museum). At the
same time he also worked in the
Antonin Dvotdk Society. Since 1952
he worked in the Hellich Museum
in Podébrady where he also became
Director. It was his merit that the
museum became Regional Museum
of the Prague Region. Under him
the museum began to issue a spe-
cialized periodical Muzejn{ zpravy
Prazského kraje (Museum Reports
of the Prague Region) in which he
published many papers, inclusive of
museologically focused articles. In
1958 he left the Podébrady Museum
and came to the Museum of Vysoci-
na Region in Jihlava.

An important milestone in the life
of Z. Z. Stransky came in 1962.

The then Director of the Moravian
Museum in Brno, world-recognised
anthropologist, and we can also say
museologist, Jan Jelinek within the
scope of organisational changes in
the museum also established a mu-
seological department. It was in-
tended to play the role of a metho-
dical, theoretical and documenta-
tion centre, and Zbynék Z. Stransky
was employed in this department.
Here he could apply museology to
the fullest extent and develop it as
a science.

Immediately after being employed
in the museological department, he
became involved in activities in the
field of museology, which have been
pursued by Jan Jelinek. Among
them was above all the re-opening
of museology studies at the Faculty
of Arts in Brno. In 1921, Jaroslav
Helfert established here the Lec-
torate in Museum Studies which,
however, was dissolved after his
departure from Brno to South Bohe-
mia in the early 1950s. Jan Jelinek
and Zbynék Z. Stransky were aware
of the fact that any future or pre-

sent museum workers need a spe-
cial professional training which is
not included in specialized studies
of individual disciplines involved in
museums. That is why they made
efforts to open such study pro-
gramme in Brno. After negotiations
with management of the University
of Jan Evangelista Purkyné and its
Faculty of Arts, the scientific boards
of these institutions approved the
opening of postgraduate museo-
logy studies and establishment of
an external Chair of Museology.
Another negotiations and prepa-
ration of studies were entrusted to
Jan Jelinek. The curriculum was
gradually set up, accreditation was
gained, and the first run of post-
graduate museology studies was
opened in the autumn of 1964. Zby-
nék Z. Stransky participated in all
these preparatory works and he also
took an active part as one of the
teachers. Teaching in this form of
study has taken place until the mid-
1990s. A total of 15 runs of studies
were realised, and about 300 gra-
duates have completed their studies.
After implementation of full-time
museology studies, the interest in
this form of study experienced a de-
crease and the postgraduate studies
were therefore terminated.

An important action of the museo-
logical department of the Moravian
Museum and the external Chair of
Museology of the Faculty of Arts
UJEP was the organisation of a mu-
seological symposium in 1965. It
was attended by many personalities
of Czech and Slovak museology
and museums, including a doyen
of the discipline, Jifi Neustupny.
Crucial papers were presented by
Jan Jelinek, who spoke about the
necessity of museology for muse-
ums and about museology tuition in
universities, and mainly by Zbynék
Z. Strénsky. The latter spoke in

his presentation about two levels —
about museology as a field of uni-
versity studies and its curriculum,
and about museology as a scholarly
discipline with its subject, system
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and terminology. Zbynék Z. Stran-
sky introduced here for the first
time his concept of museology,

its subject and system. He turned
attention to the work of his prede-
cessors, beginning with Kliment
Cermak and ending with Jifi Neus-
tupny and Stransky’s contemporary
Josef Benes. He also presented the
opinions of foreign museologists,
such as Georges Henri Riviére,
Alma S. Wittlin, H. A. Konnr a. o.
On the basis of a comparison be-
tween approaches he claims that
the matter of museological interest
need not to be only museums but
also another forms of collecting
activity and special approach of
humans to reality.

Stransky presented his special
concept of museology in several
editions of the Introduction to Mu-
seology Studies, the first of which
appeared in 1972 (the next ones in
1979 and 1984, in 1993 appeared
a special version for the students
of International Summer School of
Museology in Czech, English and
French language, and another mo-
dified Czech edition was published
in 2000) and in many partial arti-
cles published in our country and
abroad.

Zbynék Z. Stransky also partici-
pated in foundation of an impor-
tant museological journal titled
Muzeologické sesity. This periodical
was published by the University of
Jan Evangelista Purkyné, Moravi-
an Museum and Moravian Gallery
from 1969 to 1986. The total of 10
regular issues and 3 supplements
published contained articles by top
Czech and foreign museologists.
Interesting with regard to museolo-
gy studies in Brno is the II Supple-
ment from 1974, which is dedicated
to the history of museology tuition
since 1963, including the curricu-
la. This issue was also published
in English and Russian language.
Muzeologické sesity played an im-
portant role of a museological the-
oretical journal, which has not yet
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been published in our country until
that time. The attempt to revive the
journal in the first half of the 1990s
unfortunately failed.

Thanks to Stransky’s publishing
activity, museology became wide-
ly known among the professional
public in our country and abroad
and enabled him to take part in
international activities within ICOM
or, since 1977, within ICOFOM, that
is International Committee for Mu-
seology (among the founders were,
for example, Jan Jelinek, Peter van
Mensch, Vinos Sofka a. 0.). On the
authority of the Ministry of Cul-
ture he participated since 1978 in
the work of an international team
preparing the Dictionarium museo-
logicum, which was then published
in 1983. The work lasted several
years and the preparatory team
continuously issued newsletters
which featured topical problems
and results. The final book was con-
ceived as a translation dictionary.
The main language was English
and each English term was associ-
ated with equivalents in another
19 languages. The Czech part was
elaborated by Zbynék Z. Stransky
and Oskar Brtiza. At the end of the
book there was a trial explanato-
ry dictionary of several terms. It
was supposed that the explanatory
museological dictionary will be

the next task on which the inter-
national team will cooperate. The
members unfortunately could not
reach an agreement on how to
proceed, so that the activity of the
team was terminated. The museo-
logical terminological explanatory
dictionary remained an unfinished
issue in theoretical museology.

Z. Z. Stransky in his publications
also attempted a basic terminology
but he did not publish a separate
dictionary. Such a work was finally
published by Josef Benes and titled
Muzeologicky slovnik (Museological
dictionary), but it sunk into oblivion
without finding any wider recogni-
tion. Dictionaries were published
in several foreign countries. French

museologist Andrée Desvallées and
his team have bee working on such
a dictionary since the 1990s. The
result was published recently.

The international renown of

Z. Z. Stransky and the Brno muse-
ological school was considerably
high. It enabled Z. Z. Strénsky to
work out an international school
project which would present to
foreign learners the results of the
Brno museological school and at-
tract foreign museologists who
would present their opinions and
conception of the discipline. The
project has been prepared under
the auspices of UNESCO since 1983.
The International Summer School of
Museology (ISSOM) was then estab-
lished in 1986, beginning with the
first run of the basic course which
should have made the attendants
familiar with the whole system of
museology through lectures, tutori-
als and excursions. Some obstacles
for the participants were initially
generated by the then political
regime, but the school functioned
and soon it won a quite good rep-
utation abroad. The content of

the teaching and the selection of
foreign lecturers were prepared by
Zbynék Z. Stransky (after 1989 also
in co-operation with Vino$ Sofka),
the organisational matters were in
the competence of the ISSOM Sec-
retariat where several workers have
gradually replaced each other at
the same post. One run of the basic
course has taken place each year
since 1986. Z. Z. Stransky, based
on the response from learners, pro-
posed to organise since 1994 as well
specialized courses which would be
focused on, for example, museum
management, museum exhibitions
and collecting activity. From that
year either a basic course and a spe-
cialized course, or two specialized
courses were opened each year.
Some of the learners completed
more than one course. There even
were attendants who completed

all the courses opened. ISSOM was
a successful school, in which stu-
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dents and teachers from all conti-
nents except Australia have taken
part and, as I already mentioned
above, some of the participants
came several times as students, but
also first as students and later as
teachers as well. After departure of
Z. Z. Stransky to the Matej Bel Uni-
versity in Slovakia, the school was
led by Krasimir Damjanov, Vinos
Sofka and Jan Doldk who gradually
replaced each other. The last course
has taken place in 2000.

Z. Z. Stransky also taught muse-
ology at the Brno university and
worked in the museological depart-
ment of the Moravian Museum. In
the Moravian Museum he gradually
built up a specialized museologi-
cal library, for which he acquired
both Czech and foreign books and
journals. If a book could not be ac-
quired for some reason, a copy was
made. This mainly concerned older
museological literature, beginning
with Samuel Quicchenberg, Johann
Daniel Major, Caspar Friedrich
Neickel, and others. This way arose
a valuable collection of museologi-
cal literature from the oldest known
works (Quicchenberg’s Inscriptiones
vel tituli theatri amplissimi from
1565) to the 20th century. Anoth-
er valuable collection built up by

Z. Z. Stréansky comprises an assem-
blage of projection slides capturing
the historical appearance of Czecho-
slovak and foreign museums, or

an assemblage of projection slides
featuring the historical collections,
which accompanied the lectures in
history of collecting activities and
museums. The museological de-
partment also was a theoretical and
methodical workplace, in the acti-
vities of which Stransky has taken
part. The museological department
has gradually declined after his de-
parture to the Masaryk University,
but the established collections were
transferred to the Library of the
Moravian Museum.

Z. Z. Stransky also tried to develop
the postgraduate museology studies.



The educational programme has
mainly been changed and rede-
signed in the 1970s and focus was
laid particularly on theoretical
aspects. The efforts to accredit as
well the full-time studies were not
yet successful at that time. Zbynék
Z. Stransky succeeded with this
effort as late as after 1989. In 1992,
full-time museology studies were
accredited and the Chair of Muse-
ology was founded. The education
in museology was already at that
time conceived as a two-degree
study, namely the bachelor’s pro-
gramme and the follow-up master’s
programme, which was unusual at
Czech universities of that time, but
this system soon became a stan-
dard. The first year of bachelor’s
studies and the first year of master’s
studies (attended by museology
graduates from the Silesian Uni-
versity where at that time only

the bachelor’s programme could

be studied) were opened in 1993.
Since then, the museology tuition
has been constantly developed. It
was already Z. Z. Stransky who be-
gan to build up the inevitable basis
of each field of university studies,
namely a specialized library and
the necessary technical equipment.
In this, he was helped by Pavel
Holman, who started to work in the
Chair as a fellow in 1993. In 1994,
they managed to obtain a part of
the library of the dissolved Central
Museological Cabinet (at that time
renamed to Museum Information
and Study Service) of the National
Museum. The library was thereby
enriched with a lot of valuable lite-
rature published by Czech and later
also Slovak museums since the 19t
century, and with foreign literature
as well. Grants helped to obtain
the necessary technical equipment,
which enriched the teaching and
made the educational work easier.

The opening of frontiers in 1989
enabled Z. Z. Stradnsky a wider par-
ticipation in activities, in which he
also could be personally involved.

He took part in various meetings of
ICOM and ICOFOM and other mu-
seums and museological institutions
and universities.

Z. Z. Stransky was retired in 1996,
but until 1998 he still acted as Di-
rector of ISSOM and held lectures
in the Chair of Museology, which
was in the meantime connected
with archaeology and gave rise to
the Department of Archaeology and
Museology. In 1998 he founded the
Chair of Ecomuseology at the Matej
Bel University in Banska Bystrica,
which operated as a detached de-
partment in Bansk4 Stiavnica. He
has been the Chair Holder until
2002 when he went into retirement.

Even after being retired, he has
been invited to various lectures
and events, both in Slovakia and
in other European countries. On
the occasion of the 80t birthday
of Z. Z. Stransky, an international
conference was organised in the
Technical Museum in Brno. The
conference should have remem-
bered his work but also presented
new trends in museology. Papers
were presented by many of his
co-workers and disciples.

However, Zbynék Zbyslav Stransky
gradually withdraw from public
life, also due to serious illness from
which he suffered. His heart went
silent in the morning hours on 21
January 2016. His museological
work will live on not only in his
publications, but also in the legacy
which he left to his disciples during
a rich pedagogical career and who
put his ideas into everyday prac-
tice. Be it the use of terms which
he implemented, such as musealia,
musealisation, etc., or the approach
to individual activities in museums.
His legacy has also been further
developed in the Department of
Archaeology and Museology at the
Faculty of Arts, Masaryk University
in Brno, which he founded.
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