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SAMUEL  KOSTOMLATSKÝ 

Samuel Kostomlatský, the last surviv-
ing member of the founding generation 
of the Faculty of Arts of Brno University, 
former head of the English Section of the 
Institute of Modem Languages and for
mer teacher at the English Institute, 
died on 9 October, 1984, at the age of 89. 

He was born in Bystré near Nové 
Mìsto  nad Metují  in northeastern Bohe

mia, on 5 January, 1895. His father was 
a technician employed by a railway 
company, but after surviving a near-fatal 
bout of pneumonia brought on after he 
had broken through the ice during skat-
ing, he decided to devote his life to 
spreading the word of God. After  attend-
ing an Evangelical school in Germany 
he founded a reformed Evagelical church 
in Prague, and later moved to Brno. 
Samuel Kostomlatský thus attended pri-
mary school in Prague and gymnasium 
in Brno. He showed great literary talent 
while still a child, and at the age of 
thirteen he was already helping his father 
to edit a church magazíne called Betanie 
and starting to write poetry himself, 
at íirst under the pseudonym of Prav-
domil Kralický  (the first name means 
"truth-lover"  while the second is taken 
from the village of Kralice in western 
Moravia, where the classic Czech Prot
estant translation of the Bible was made 
and printed by the Czech Brethren from 
1579 to 1594). He also learned English, 
in addition to the Latin,  Greek and Ger-
man taught at the gymnasium, and after 
finishing the gymnasium in 1913 he was 
sent to a Protestant college in Glasgow 
to study theology, the idea being that he 
would take over from his father when he 
had graduated. When World  War I broke 
out a year later, he was interned for a shoøí 
time as a citizen of an enemy country. 
We was soon released and was able to 
continue with his studies. Besides his 
theological studies, he devoted much time 
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