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I am greatly indebted to all friends and colleagues who kindly agreed 
to read and proof-read the following pages and to provide me with their 
valuable advice and commentary; needless to say, the responsibility for 
all faults and mistakes remains entirely mine. This work is a revised ver-
sion of my previously unpublished UK dissertation (Křístek, 1999); and 
although time passes very quickly, the subject matter of this work (i.e. 
the development of stylistic theories) does not change – in fact, could not 
have changed indeed. Therefore I believe that members of the academ-
ic community, focusing either on Czech studies or on English studies 
(students, teachers, translators), will find this small book a useful guide 
providing a basic orientation in one of the scholarly disciplines as well 
as a possible impulse for their future professional career (and since this 
work deals with stylistics, I cannot resist the temptation to stress that 
some medieval and even antique traditions relating to this discipline are 
still in use these days, namely, captatio benevolentiae). 




