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FOrewOrD

The following book deals with the life, work and legacy of the Buryat Buddhist 
and Buddhologist Bidia Dandarovich Dandaron (1914–1974) against the back-
ground of Buryat Buddhism in the 19th and 20th centuries. The text is based on 
the author’s earlier articles and monographs, which were substantially rewritten 
and enriched with new knowledge.1 

My thanks and gratitude extend to my colleagues who assisted me with the 
preparation of this text and collection of materials. Some contributed with their 
testimonies and recollections of the period, people and events; others with critical 
comments and insights. I am also grateful to have been given photographs and 
permission to publish the Dandaron mandala in color. I would not have been 
able to write this book without all these things. I will try to mention all those who 
contributed to this work – in the alphabetical order and omitting academic titles. 
Some of these great people are not among us any more:

Daniel Berounský (Praha); Aleksandr I. Breslavets (Saint Petersburg); Dona-
tas L. I. Butkus (Vilnius); Nikolay V. Tsyrempilov (Astana); Tsyvan Anchenovich 
Dashitsyrenov (Ulan-Ude); Andrej Fukas (Bratislava); Isabelle Charleux (Paris); 
David Mac Gillavry (Brno); Andreas Maleta (Oberweiss); Karénina Kollmar- 
-Paulenz (Bern); Josef Kolmaš (Praha); Stefan Krist (Vienna); Pavel Křepela 
(Brno); Kristina Lange (Leipzig); Linnart E. Mäll (Tartu); Vladimir Mikhailovich 

1  For more details see Luboš Bělka, Tibetský buddhismus v Burjatsku [Tibetan Buddhism in Buryatia, 
in Czech], Brno: Masarykova univerzita 2001; Luboš Bělka, “Bidia D. Dandaron: the Case of a Buryat 
Buddhist and Buddhologist during the Soviet Period”, in: Iva Doležalová – Luther H. Martin – Dalibor 
Papoušek (eds.), The Academic Study of Religion during the Cold War: East and West, New York – Bern: 
Peter Lang 2001, pp. 171–182; Luboš Bělka, “Mandala Dandarona: Vizualnaya reprezentatsia istorii 
neofitsialnoi buryatskoi buddiiskoi sangkhi sovetskogo perioda” [Dandaron Mandala: Visual Represen-
tation of the Unofficial Buryat Buddhist Sangha History during the Soviet Era, in Russian], Tartaria 
Magna 2/1, 2012, pp. 151–169; Luboš Bělka, “Dandaron Mandala: Unofficial Buryat Buddhist Sangha 
during the Soviet Era”, Orientalistika, University of Latvia, vol. 793, 2013, pp. 132–143.

mografie_mandala_text_2016.indd   7 3.3.2017   11:18:15



8

Foreword

Montlevich (Saint Petersburg); Aleksandr Moiseevich Piatigorsky (London); Her-
bert Schwabl (Zürich); Martin Slobodník (Bratislava); Andrey M. Strelkov (Ulan-
-Ude and Saint Petersburg); Andrey A. Terentyev (Saint Petersburg); Tsymzhit 
Purbuevna Vanchikova (Ulan-Ude).

 
However, my biggest thanks belong to my family.
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