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Motto:

“There are a number of words used in Howl that are presently considered coarse 
and vulgar in some circles of the community; in other circles such words are in 
everyday use. It would be unrealistic to deny these facts. The author of Howl has 
used those words because he believed that his portrayal required them as being in 
character. The People state that it is not necessary to use such words and that oth-
ers would be more palatable to good taste. The answer is that life is not encased in 
one formula whereby everyone acts the same or conforms to a particular pattern. 
No two persons think alike; we were all made from the same mold but in different 
patterns. Would there be any freedom of press or speech if one must reduce his 
vocabulary to vapid innocuous euphemism? An author should be real in treating 
his subject and be allowed to express his thoughts and ideas in his own words.”

Judge Clayton W. Horn, The People of the State of California vs. Lawrence Ferlinghetti


