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The ruins of the fortress of Fiizer are sited in the north-western part of 
Hungary, at the border of a large basin surrounded by the Zemplen moun­
tains, on the top of a steep rock mass nearly 500 metre above sea level. These 
remains distinguish themselves not only by their beautiful situation, they 
belong moreover to the most remarkable relics of the country with a view to 
history, arts and archeology as well. 

Formerly  most of Hungary's feudal private fortresses were believed to 
have been built after the Tatar invasion of the years 1241—1242, owing to its 
negative experiences. Today, however, we already know, that the problem is 
far  more complex. The private fortresses were built mostly in consequence of 
social and economical necessities acting already since the early 13th century, 
while the experiences of the Tatar invasion merely strengthened their impact 
on fortification works. 1 One of the main preconditions of the construction of 
private fortresses was the steadily increasing proportion of feudal private 

1. The fortress from Sonth. 
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