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INTRODUCTION

INTRODUCTION

The present project prepared for the Osterreichisches Ost- und Siidosteu-
ropa-Institut, Auflenstelle Briinn (Austrian Science and Research Liaison Of-
fice Brno), the author and applicant of which is Ivo Pospisil, professor, head
of the Institute of Slavonic Studies of Masaryk University, Bmo, Czech Re-
public, and the cooperating Austrian partner Juliane Besters-Dilger, professor
of the Slavonic Institute of Vienna University, together with other Bmno and
Vienna collaborators, is based upon the study of the phenomenon of Central
Europe as a common space of Germanic, Slavonic and other nations with
their own languages and literatures which influenced each other forming at
the same time a special cultural, though contradictory, community.

The study of this community covers the sphere of traditional philology,
i.e. linguistics and literary scholarship, as well as the complex of cultural at-
mosphere and mentality with its peculiarities which usually characterized the
entity of Central European nations and cultures. The project was also oriented
on the development of linguistics and literary scholarship in this area which
especially in the 20th century formed a significant philosophical stream.

The 20th-century Central Europe has become the crossroads of influential
personalities and methodologies which involved not only Central Europeans:
the participation of Russian scholars or the scholars influenced by different
languages and cultures (e. g. R. Wellek, R. Jakobson, S. Vilinsky, N. Tru-
betzkoy) has been widely known and recognized. At the same time the
Central European area became the cultural space which - thanks to political
and other circumstances - influenced the intellectual life in the U.S.A.: the
above-mentioned scholars may serve as a good example.

The thematic range of the project was wide enough to be continued in a
chain of independent research subprojects. For the present project the three
thematic clusters were prepared (one is linguistic, one literary, the last one
has a metascientific character): 1. The Linguistic Situation in Central
Europe: the Past and the Present. The cluster has a wide thematic range
according to the research bias of the participants and collaborators based on
the contrastive study of languages in Central European area with regard to
their mutual interferences and influences (especially German and Slavonic
languages) 2. Central European Literary Area: Permeation, Integration,
Comparison. The cluster covers the handful of themes conceming the com-
parative study of literary phenomena in Central European national literatures
(Austnian, Czech, Polish, Ukrainian, German). 3. Central Europe as the
Crossroads of Literary Scholarship. The cluster covers several fields of re-
search concerning leading personalities of linguistics and literary scholarship
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including emigré Russians who contributed to the development of both meth-
odologies.

The Vienna and Brmo research team organised two seminars in the course
of the project. The first one called The Crossroads of Cultures: Central
Europe from the Point of View of Linguistics and Literary Scholarship was
held in Brno on 22-23 June 2000, the second entitled Begegnung der Kul-
turen: Mitteleuropa aus der Sicht der slawistischen Sprach- und Literatur-
wissenschaft took place in Vienna on 22 May 2001. The members of the re-
search team express their gratitude to Dr. Jana Starek, head of the Austran
Science and Research Liaison Office in Bmo, for her support and valuable
advice.

editor
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Pfitomny projekt pripraveny pro Osterreichisches Ost- und Siidosteuropa-
Institut, Auflenstelle Briinn (Rakousky ustav pro vychodni a jihovychodni
Evropu, pobot¢ka Bmo), jehoz autorem je Ivo Pospisil, profesor, vedouci
Ustavu slavistiky Masarykovy univerzity v Bmé (Ceska republika), a koope-
rujicim rakouskym partnerem Juliane Besters-Dilger, profesorka Ustavu sla-
vistiky Videriské univerzity, spolu s dal§imi bménskymi a videfiskymi spolu-
pracovniky, je zaloZen na studiu fenoménu Stiedni Evropy jako spole¢ného
prostoru germanskych, slovanskych a dal3ich narodu s jejich jazyky a litera-
turami, které se vzajemné ovliviiovaly a soucasné vytvarely zvlasini kulturni,
1 kdyZ protikladné spolecenstvi.

Studie o tomto spoleenstvi pokryva oblast tradiéni filologie, tj. lingvis-
tiky a literarni védy, stejné jako komplex kulturni atmosféry a mentality
s jeho zvlastnostmi, jeZ obvykle charakterizuji entitu stfedoevropskych na-
rodi a kultur. Projekt se orientoval na vyvoj lingvistiky a literarni védy
v tomto aredlu, jenZ zejména ve 20. stoleti utvafel vyznamny filozoficky
proud.

Stfedni Evropa 20. stoleti se stala kfiZzovatkou vlivnych osobnosti 2 meto-
dologii, které zahmovaly nejen Stfedoevropany: udast ruskych védcii nebo
védet, ktefi byli ovlivnéni riznymi jazyky a kulturami (napf. R. Wellek, R.
Jakobson, S. Vilinskij, N. Trubeckoj), je znama a vSeobecné uznavana. Sou-
¢asné se stfedoevropsky areal stal kulturnim prostorem, ktery — diky politic-
kym a jinym okolnostem -~ ovlivnil intelektualni Zivot v USA: vy3e uvedeni
védci mohou byt dobrym piikladem.

Tematické rozpéti projektu bylo dost Siroké na to, aby se v ném mohlo
pokracovat v fetézci samostatnych badatelskych podprojekui.

Pro tento projekt byly pfipraveny tfi tematické trsy (jeden lingvisticky,
druhy literamévédny, téeti ma metavédecky charakter): 1. Lingvisticka situ-
ace ve Stfedni Evropé: minulost a pFitomnost. Trs ma rozsahlé tematické
rozpéti vzhledem k badatelskému zaméfeni uéastnikii a spolupracovniki; je
zaloZen na kontrastivnim studiu jazyki ve stfedoevropském areélu s ohledem
na vzajemne interference a vlivy (zv1asté néméiny a slovanskych jazykid) 2.
Stredoevropsky literarni areil: prolinani, integrace, srovnavani. Tento
trs zahmuje témata, ktera se¢ tykaji srovnavaciho studia literamich jevi ve
stfedoevropskych narodnich literatur (rakouské, &eské, polské, ukrajinskeé,
némecké) 3. Stiedni Evropa jako kiiZovatka literarni védy. Tento trs po-
kryva nékolik badatelskych oblasti, které se tykaji viid€ich osobnosti literarni
védy véetné ruskych emigrantd, ktefi pFispéli k vyvoji obou metodologii.
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Videiisky a bménsky badatelsky tym zorganizovali v pribéhu fe3eni pro-
jektu dva seminafe. Prvni se jmenoval The Crossroads of Cultures: Central
Europe from the Point of View of Linguistics and Literary Scholarship a ko-
nal se v Bné ve dnech 22.-23. €ervna 2000, druhy mél nazev Begegnung der
Kulturen: Mitteleuropa aus der Sicht der slawistischen Sprach- und Litera-
turwissenschaft a odehral se 22. kvétna 2001 ve Vidni. Clenové badatelského
tymu vyjadiuji vdéénost dr. Jané Starek, vedouci brénské pobocky Rakous-
kého ustavu pro védu a vyzkum za podporu a cenné rady.
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