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METODICKE A INFORMACNI TEXTY/
METHODICAL AND INFORMATIVE TEXTS

FENOMEN ,STRANSKY” V MUZEJNICTVE

NA SLOVENSKU

MARCEL LALKOVIC t

V kontexte trendov, ktoré dnes
dominujt v naSom muzejnictve,

si mnohi v dostato¢nej miere ne-
uvedomujd, ¢o v druhej polovici

20. storocia znamenala ¢innost,
ktorej priekopnikom a vyraznym
predstavitelom bol Z. Z. Stransky.
Nemdame tym na mysli glorifikdciu
jeho osoby. Ide skér o zamyslenie sa
nad charakterom jeho ¢innosti, pro-
strednictvom ktorej sa formovalo
nase muzejnictvo a i jeho zasluhou
sa dotvaralo do podoby, ako ho po-
zname dnes.

Cinnost, ktorej sa Z. Z. Stransky

z hladiska mtizejnictva venoval
prakticky celd druhii polovicu

20. storocia, predstavuje ako celok
jednu vyvojovi etapu. Mozno ju
charakterizovat ako obdobie, pod
ktoré sa vyznamnym sp6sobom
podpisal nielen svojim konanim, ale
aj myslienkami ¢i ndzormi, ktoré
potom niekol'ko desatro¢i formovali
muzeologické myslenie u nés.

V povojnovom obdobi muzejnictvo
u nés preslo zadsadnou premenou.
Podstatnym spdsobom sa zmenili
formy muzejnej prace a jej kvalita.
Postavené bolo na profesiondlnu
zékladiiu a muzed sa ako instittcie
zaradili medzi politicko-vychovné

a kultdrne zariadenia, ¢im sa opét
dostali do zorného uhla spolocen-
ského zaujmu. Tento vcelku Gspesny
rozvoj sa vSak uskutocnioval najma
v rovine praxe, a ta vychadzala

z dobovych podmienok a potrieb.
To viedlo k tomu, Ze sa uZ v pod-
statne menS$ej miere venovala
pozornost teoretickej interpretacii
a zovSeobecniovaniu niektorych,

z muzejného hladiska metodicky
vyznamnych skuto¢nosti. A to i na-
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Zbynék Z. Stransky v roce 2000 na konferenci
Ulohy prirodnych vied v muzealizacii Zivotného
prostredia v Liptovskom Mikulasi (Slovenské ma-

zeum ochrany pfirody a jaskyniarstva)

priek poznatku, Ze uz v tom case
posobilo v mtzeach nemélo kvalifi-
kovanych pracovnikov. A sme u ko-
rena veci, pretoZe prave tejto ka-
tegérii zamestnancov problematika
muzeologického pristupu v kontexte
ich prace nehovorila vobec nic.

V tomto smere to bol najma

Z. Z. Stransky, ktory si veImi dobre
uvedomoval, Ze pracovnici, ktori

sa rozhodli pre pracu v mutzeach,
neboli ani ako Tudia s vysokoskol-
skou kvalifikaciou vyskolen{ pre
charakter takto zameranej ¢innosti.
S urditou nadsazkou mozno pove-
daf, Ze zo spolocenského hladiska
islo o akdsi formu luxusu, ked vyso-

koskolsky vzdelani pracovnici neod-
vadzali v intencidch muzea pracu,
ktord mala byt charakteristickou
alebo dominantnou v podmienkach
tohto typu institicie, ale prispo-
sobovali si ju svojim ambicidm

a potrebdm, ktoré vyplynuli z ich
odborového zamerania. Tu niekde
potom tkvie podstata toho, preco sa
Z. Z. Stransky pocas svojho dlhoroc-
ného posobenia netinavne usiloval
o profesionaliziciu muzejnej préce.
Uvedomoval si, Ze jednostranné
odborné zameranie muzejnikov sta-
valo do pozicie, Ze ako profesionali
vo vlastnom odbore boli z muzeolo-
gického hladiska tGplnymi amatér-
mi. Pre zvladnutie takto zameranej
¢innosti nemali potrebné vedomosti
a preto ani nepoznali metodiku

a techniku takejto prace.

V intenciich stdobych poznatkov
sa preto logicky usiloval o zlepSenie
daného stavu. Za vychodisko po-
vazoval uplatnenie takych foriem,
ktoré by v kone¢nom désledku
smerovali k rozvoju muzeoldgie,
discipliny ktora disponovala po-
znatkami o predmete, problémoch
a o technike muzeologickej préce.
Domnieval sa, Ze treba zaistit jej
odborové uplatnenie v ramci vyso-
koskolského stidia, pretoze jedine
touto formou mohli pracovnici
muzef ziskat potrebné odborné
vzdelanie. A7 to vytvaralo priestor
k tomu, aby sa zainteresovali na
muzeologickom pristupe v kontex-
te jednotlivych vednych disciplin
angaZovanych v muzeach a ziskali
i potrebné teoretické predpoklady
k vlastnej muzejnej ¢innosti.



Takto zamerané tsilie Z. Z. Stran-
ského naslo napokon svoj vyraz vo
vytvoreni externej katedry muzeo-
légie ako stcasti Filozofickej fakulty
Univerzity J. E. Purkyné v Brne

v roku 1963. Katedra muzeolégie
vedend J. Jelinkom, riaditefom
Moravského mtizea v Brne sa po
svojom zaloZeni zacala venovat
koncepénym a obsahovym otdzkam
stadia a pripravovat projekt post-
gradudlneho $tidia muzeolégie pre
pracovnikov muzei. Projekt z vac-
Sej Casti pripravil Z. Z. Stransky.
Postgradudlne $tidium sa podla
neho povazovalo za hlavnt formu
dalsieho vzdeldvania vysokoskol-
skych odbornikov, ktori posobili

v muzeach za predpokladu, Ze po-
trebovali nadobudnif vedomosti

v problematike, na riesenf ktorej sa
podielali svojim pracovnym zarade-
nim v mizeu.

Postgradudlne stidium muzeold-
gie a slovenské mizea

Za dobu svojej existencie katedra
presla réznymi zmenami, avSak

jej zriadenim vznikla baza, kde

sa v jednotlivych Studijnych be-
hoch zabezpecovala muzeologicka
vyucba pre pracovnikov mitizei.
KItéovou postavou katedry, ktoréd
spociatku existovala ako sicast Mu-
zeologického oddelenia Moravského
muzea, sa stal Z. Z. Stransky. Uz

v druhom $tudijnom behu zaujem

o tdto formu $tidia prejavili aj pra-
covnici muzef zo Slovenska. Tymto
krokom sa realne za¢ala napliiat
poziadavka S. Mruskovic¢a, ktory sa
v roku 1965 vyslovil za to, aby pra-
ca katedry mala dosah aj na Sloven-
sko, pretoZe v Ceskych i slovenskych
krajoch v sticasnom obdobi rozvoja
muzedlnej prdce riesime spolocné
teoretické problémy.

Nasledujtice obdobie jednoznac¢ne
ukdzalo, Ze sa existencia tejto formy
muzeologického $tidia uz od sa-
motného zaciatku vnimala na Slo-
vensku pozitivne. Zaujem o $tidium
nachéadzal v slovenskych mizeéach
primerani odozvu, ¢o na jednej

Studijny beh Pocet absolventov
. Zo Slovenska
Cislo Doba trvania Celkom

Pocet %
L 1965-1968 10 - -
II. 1967-1970 11 4 36
III. 1969-1972 12 6 50
v. 1971-1974 10 1 10
V. 1973-1976 13 6 46
VL 1978-1981 24 8 33
VIL 1980-1983 24 9 37
VIIL. 1981-1984 23 5 22
IX. 1984-1987 24 2 8
X. 1986-1989 22 7 32
XI. 1988-1991 23 4 17
XIL. 1990-1993 19 9 47
XIII. 1992-1995 10 2 20
Celkom 225 63 28

strane dokumentuje poznatok, Ze
pocas 13 studijnych behov v rokoch
1965-1995 postgradualnu formu
brnianskeho $tidia absolvovalo aj
65 pracovnikov slovenskych mazei
a dalsich institicii. Neostalo vSak
len pri tom. Do procesu vyucby sa
zasluhou Z. Z. Stranského zapojili
aj niektori popredni slovenski mu-
zejnici. V zaciatkoch participovali
najmé na prednéskach v kontexte
dejin slovenského muzejnictva.
Neskor ich rady rozsirili aj niekol-
ki absolventi Stadia zo Slovenska.
V takomto duchu prebiehal tento
proces kontinudlne a prakticky po
celti dobu existencie postgradudlnej
formy brnianskeho muzeologického
Stadia.

Po zriadeni katedry sa predovset-
kym zasluhou Z. Z. Stranského
etablovalo v Brne nieco, ¢o dovte-
dajSia mtizejna prax nepoznala.

I ked vyucba muzeoldgie pre tych,
o prejavovali zaujem o rozsirenie
svojho obzoru nad rdmec ich pra-

covného zaradenie, predstavovala
zdkladny prvok ¢innosti tohto
pracoviska, bolo tu este nieco, ¢o
celkom prirodzene vyplynulo z jeho
existencie. Po vzniku katedry za
dalsi dosledok jej ¢innosti treba
povaZovat i postupné kreovanie mu-
zeologického myslenia. Dnes by sme
to mohli charakterizovat ako vy-
znamny nazorovy prid v kontexte
muzeologickej problematiky, ktory
sa tu zacal udomdcnovat v inten-
cidch novych poznatkov. Nesved¢i

o tom len charakter muzeologickej
vyucby, ale i mnohé zaverecné pra-
ce, ¢i tendencie, ktoré smerovali

k jej teoretickému postihnutiu. V ta-
kychto dimenziach sa existencia
katedry vnimala aj v podmienkach
slovenského miizejnictva, ¢o bol tiez
jeden z dévodov, preco takmer jed-
nu tretinu absolventov postgradudl-
neho $tidia predstavuji pracovnici
zo slovenskych instittcii.

Dalsi rozmer, ktory vyplynul z exis-
tencie brnianskeho muzeologického
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pracoviska, znamenal v podmien-
kach slovenského mtzejnictva aj
rozsirenie dovtedajsich pracovnych
kontaktov. Prejavovalo sa to najmé
tym, Ze zvycajne tam, kde v sloven-
skych muzeéch pracovali absolventi
postgradudlneho $tidia, zacal sa
vytvarat redlny priestor pre vzijom-
n1 spolupracu. A neslo len o otazky,
ktoré by v SirSom kontexte siviseli
s prezenta¢nou ¢innostou mizei.
Neraz sa k tomu pridruzili i r6zne
konzulticie odborného charakteru.
Vyplynuli zvyc€ajne z potrieb toho
ktorého mitzea, problémov, aké sa
tu riesili, ¢i postihovali iné otazky
redlneho muzejného Zivota.

V podobnych intencidch mozZno
vnimat aj spolupracu, ktoré sa

s brnianskym muzeologickym
pracoviskom rozvijala na prelome
70. a 80. rokov minulého storocia
prostrednictvom Kabinetu literarnej
komunikacie Pedagogickej fakulty
v Nitre. NemoZno opoment ani
vzajomné kontakty s vtedajsim slo-
venskym ministerstvom kulttry, ¢i
po zriadeni Ustrednej spravy mizei
a galérii v Bratislave v roku 1979
is fou.

Obdobie po roku 1989

Dalsia oblast aktivit Z. Z. Stranske-
ho sa v kontexte mtizejnictva na
Slovensku vztahuje na obdobie po
roku 1989. V tomto smere s tym
do urcitej miery stvisi aj vznik
Ceskoslovenskej muzeologickej spo-
lo¢nosti v roku 1990. Jej prostred-
nictvom sa totiZ do praxe uviedla
myslienka Z. Z. Stranského, ktora
usilovala o vyuzitie odborného
potencialu, aky predstavovali ab-
solventi postgradudlneho muzeolo-
gického Stidia. I8lo mu o to, aby sa
prostrednictvom spolo¢nosti aj oni
spolupodielali na dalsom rozvoji
muzeoldgie i ndsho mizejnictva

v intenciach, ktoré vyplynuli zo
spolocenskej situacie po roku 1989.
Z tohto hladiska sa spolo¢nost, kto-
rd sa v jini 1990 ustanovila v Slav-
kove, etablovala ako dobrovolna,
odborna, vedecka a nepoliticka

organizacia, nezavisla na Statnych
a politickych Struktirach. Spolo¢-
nost mala v kontexte vtedajSieho
Statu federalnu posobnost. V jej
devitclennom vybore, ktorého
predsedom sa stal Z. Z. Stransky,
mali slovenski muzejnici paritné
zasttipenie. Zicastnovali sa jeho
zasadnuti a spolupodielali sa aj
na podujatiach, ktoré v rokoch
1990-1992 charakterizovali ¢innost
spolo¢nosti.

Dalsi charakter aktivit Z. Z. Stran-
ského, ktoré sa po roku 1989 orien-
tovali na problematiku muzejnictva
na Slovensku, musime dnes vnimat
prostrednictvom dvoch okruhov.
Tym prvym je jeho prinos v ¢innos-
tiach, ktoré stviseli so zaloZenim

a ¢innostou Zvédzu muzei na Slo-
vensku. Ovela vyznamnejsiu oblast
vSak predstavuje jeho tsilie o presa-
denie navrhu na zriadenie katedry
ekomuzeolégie na pdde Univerzity
Mateja Bela v Banskej Bystrici

v roku 1998.

Zvaz miuzei na Slovensku

V pripade Zvazu muzei zohral

Z. Z. Stréansky vyznamna tlohu uz
v prvom obdob{ jeho existencie.
Patril totiZ k inicidtorom obnovenia
byvalého Zvazu slovenskych mi-
zei, ktory pod vplyvom vtedajsich
pomerov ukon¢il v roku 1960 svoju
¢innost.

Preto je Gplne prirodzené, Ze sa uz
v samotnych zaciatkoch zapojil do
vsetkych, s tym stvisiacich akti-
vit. Stal sa ¢lenom Koordina¢ného
vyboru, ktory do zaloZenia Zvédzu
zastupoval zaujmy slovenského mi-
zejnictva ako celku. V jeho rdmci sa
velmi aktivne podielal na priprave
programovych dokumentov a inych
koncepénych materialov, ktoré su-
viseli so vznikom Zvazu mtizei na
Slovensku. Na ustanovujiicom val-
nom zhromazdeni 31. méja 1990,
ktoré sa uskutocnilo na p6de Miizea
SNP v Banskej Bystrici, Z. Z. Stran-
ského zvolili za ¢lena Vykonného
vyboru. Nakol'ko sa podla schvéle-

nych stanov Zvézu ¢lenom vyboru
mohol stat len zamestnanec niekto-
rého z ¢lenskych muzei, muselo sa
najprv doriesit jeho postavenie. Za-
sluhou predsedu Zvézu L. Olexu sa
Z. 7. Strénsky stal zamestnancom
Vychodoslovenského miizea v Kosi-
ciach a nésledne ho vykonny vybor
Zvazu zvolil za svojho podpredsedu.

V tejto pozicii sa ako ¢len prislusnej
zvazovej komisie v roku 1991 aktiv-
ne podielal na vypracovani ndvrhu
Z&sad zdkona SNR o muzejnictve,
ktory Zvaz nasledne predlozil Mi-
nisterstvu kultary SR. Navrh vyché-
dzal zo sti¢asného stavu poznania
muzejnej tedrie a praxe a z tohto
zorného uhla riesil potrebu dal-
Sieho rozvoja mizejnictva, a to

s ohladom na vyznam kultirneho
dedicstva obsiahnutého v zbierkach
muzef a galérii. Zaoberal sa tieZ
postavenim mizejnictva v spoloc¢-
nosti a riesil z toho plyntice vztahy.
S odstupom ¢asu mozno tito akti-
vitu, ktorej hlavnym ¢initelom bol
prave Z. Z. Stransky, povaZovat za
hlas, ktory z réznych dévodov ostal
nevypocuty. Vyvoj sa na $kodu veci
zacal uberaf inym smerom. AvSak
je dobré pripomentit si, Ze toto jeho
usilie malo za daného stavu svoje
opodstatnenie. Za predpokladu, Ze
by boli vtedy kompetentni ochotni
nactvat, mohlo byt aj dnes v naSom
muzejnictve mnohé inac.

S osobou Z. Z. Stranskeho do znac¢-
nej miery stvisi aj dalsia aktivita
Zvazu muzei na Slovensku — medzi-
nirodné muzeologicka konferencia
Eurdpske mtizea na ceste k 21. storo-
Ciu, ktora sa uskutocnila v septem-
bri 1992 v Kosiciach. Okrem toho,
Ze sa do nej aktivne zapojil niekol-
kymi obsahovo zaujimavymi refe-
ratmi, bol to on, ktory v spolupréci
s Vychodoslovenskym mutzeom

v Kosiciach riesil vSetky organizac-
né ¢i iné otazky pripravovanej me-
dzinarodnej konferencie.
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Katedra ekomuzeoldgie

Myslienka ekomuzeolégie vyplynula
z presvedcenia Z. Z. Stranského, Ze
je pre mizejna kultdru a jej budic-
nost existen¢ne nevyhnutné, aby
prostrednictvom muzeolégie filozo-
fické a vedecké myslenie prenikalo
do miizejnej praxe, ktorad by tak
reagovala na ekologickd a kulttr-
nu krizu. To si vyzadovalo, aby sa
muzeolédgia prepojila so sticasnym
eko-filozofickym a eko-vedeckym
myslenim a bola nimi takto usmer-
novana. V Ziadnom pripade teda
neslo o akdsi novt muzeolégiu, ako
si to vtedy niektori mylne vysvet-
lovali, ale len o muzeol6giu, ktora
reagovala na poziadavky v inten-
cidch eko-paradigmy. T4 v stale
SirSom meradle prenikala nielen do
filozofie, vedy a kultary, ale i do
celej Struktiry spolocnosti.

Aby vsak takto orientovand mu-
zeoldgia dokéazala riesit z toho
vyplyvajace aktualne dlohy, potre-
bovala profesionalnu bazu. Tito
bédzu nemohli zabezpecovat miized,
nakol'ko neslo len o rozpracovanie
teoretickych otazok, ale o to, aby sa
nové poznatky dostali postupne i do
muzejnej praxe. Toto bol primarny
doévod pre vytvorenie zodpovedaji-
cej instituciondlnej a profesionalnej
platformy, v intenciich ktorej jed-
noznacne prevladla potreba katedry
orientovanej tymto smerom.

Na tomto zédklade Z. Z. Stransky,

v kontexte poziadavky Univerzity
M. Bela v Banskej Bystrici, vypra-
coval v rokoch 1997-1998 pris-
lusny navrh. Vedenie univerzity

ho nésledne zaclenilo do projektu
pomoci mestu Banska Stiavnica
formou zriadenia vysokoskolskych
pracovisk. Driom 1. 7. 1998 v kon-
texte rozvijania programu ekolégie
a environmentalnej vychovy doslo
k zriadeniu Katedry ekomuzeolégie
v Banskej Stiavnici ako detasované-
ho pracoviska Fakulty prirodnych
vied Univerzity M. Bela. Jej vybudo-
vanim bol povereny Z. Z. Stransky.

Zacalo sa tak trochu na zelenej
like, ale uz poc¢inajtc skolskym ro-
kom 1998/1999 sa prostrednictvom
katedry zacali zabezpecovat tieto
formy muzeologického sttudia:

 Denné magisterské stidium eko-
légie so Specializaciou na ekomuze-
olégiu. Tato forma bola urcenéa pre
absolventov strednych $kol, ktori sa
zaujimali o pracu v mizeu i pribuz-
nych zariadeniach.

« Bakalarske odborné distan¢né
trojro¢né Stadium ekomuzeoldgie
so Specializiciou na mtizejna kon-
zervaciu. Predstavovalo platformu
pre pracovnikov muzei, galérii,
ochranarskych a pamiatkarskych
zariadeni, ktori mali ukoncené stre-
doskolské vzdelanie a chybalo im
$pecidlne vzdelanie pre vykon kon-
zervatorskej praxe.

« Rozsirovacie trojro¢né odborné
distanc¢né stadium ekomuzeoldgie.
Této forma sa tykala pracovnikov
muzei, galérii a pribuznych instita-
cif, ktori mali vysokoskolské vzde-
lanie, ale chybala im muzeologicka
Specializacia.

Uvedené formy Sttidia boli akredi-
tované v odbore environmentalnej
ekoldgie a v roku 1999 Z. Z. Stran-
sky dspesne obhéjil ekomuzeologic-
ki $pecializaciu pred akredita¢nou
komisiou Slovenskej republiky.

Neboli to lahké roky, ale treba
povedaf, Ze i napriek réznym pre-
kazkam vyplyvajicich zo stahova-
nia katedry ¢i inych okolnosti, sa
toto pociato¢né obdobie zasluhou
Z. 7. Stranského zvladlo na trovni.

Katedra sa dobudovala i personélne
a jej chod sa stabilizoval. Zacala

sa rozbiehat aj vedeckovyskumna
¢innost katedry, ktora vychadzala
zo $pecifickej situacie, kedZe islo

0 nové pracovisko a stiCasne i o pra-
covisko nového odboru. V ramci
grantového projektu VEGA v ro-
koch 1999-2000 riesila katedra
problematiku pojmu prirodného

a kulttrneho dedicstva. Vysledky
vyskumu sa v aprili 2001 prezento-
vali v Banskej Stiavnici formou ce-
loslovenského odborného seminéra
a publikovali v zborniku Museologi-
ca I1/2001.

S vyskumom stvisela aj ¢innost,
ktora sa tykala vypracovania uceb-
nych textov — skript, kedZe povac-
Sine iSlo o nov1 problematiku, pre
ktort chybala potrebna literatdra.
V roku 2000 katedra vydala Zdkla-
dy stiidia muzeoldgie. Po obsahovej
stranke boli urcené pre posluchacov
muzeolégie a pribuznych odborov
a zaujemcov o mizejnd kultdru,
ochranu prirody a pamiatkovii
starostlivost. O rok neskor k nej
pribudli Studijné texty Muzeoldgia,
ktoré sa orientovali na pochopenie
zamerania tohto odboru i systému,
z ktorého pozostaval.

Do rangu vedeckovyskumnej ¢in-
nosti katedry spadalo aj vydavanie
zbornika Museologica. Jeho dve
¢isla (Museologica 1/200 a Museo-
logica I1/2001) vydala katedra eSte
pocas tcinkovania Z. Z. Stranskeho
na poste jej vediceho. Zbornik v na-
sledujiicom obdobi, ale s pozme-
nenym nazvom Acta museologica
vychadzal i v nasledujiicom obdo-
bi. Na katedre sa zacala budovat
hodnotna muzeologicka kniznica,
ktorej sti¢astou boli aj zahrani¢né
periodik4, napriklad nemecky ca-
sopis Museum Aktuell. V tom case
Z. Z. Strénsky spolupracoval s mno-
hymi zahrani¢nymi pracoviskami

a prostrednictvom neho sa do S$irsie-
ho eurépskeho povedomia dostalo
aj slovenské mizejnictvo a vysledky
prace slovenskych muzeolégov.

Zaver

Tazko postidit, do akej miery by
sme v celom kontexte muzeolégie
mali dnes vnimaf usilie Z. Z. Stran-
ského pretavené do ¢innosti,
prostrednictvom ktorych sa ne-
formovalo len nase mizejnictvo,
ale i ndzory na jeho jestvovanie

a charakter. Objektivnu ¢i skor vy-
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¢erpavajticu odpoved sndd na to da
az budica doba. V kazdom pripade
vSak nesmieme nikdy zabudat na
jednu dost podstatni vec. Bol to on,
ktory rozhybal dovtedajsie stojaté
vody a napriek nie vZdy priaznivym
okolnostiam prekondval néstrahy
osudu, aby sa napokon dostavil

i primerany vysledok.

Problematika muzeologického $ti-
dia, i ked zatial ndm neprislicha
hodnotit jeho terajsiu troven, sa
dnes stala realitou a ako sa ukazuje,
zatial m4 aj na Slovensku svojich
stipencov. Forma, ktora sa prave
zésluhou Z. Z. Stranskeho ujala

v Brne, sa zasltzila o to, Ze sa do
reédlnej praxe dostali ludia, ktori

v nejednom pripade dokazali vi-
dief ovela dalej ako je bezny obzor
¢loveka. Ich zasluhou o. i. vzniklo
aj nemalé mnozstvo rozli¢nych

a podnetnych prac. Je to solidny
zéklad pre to, aby aj dnes mohlo
dochadzat k dalsiemu obohacova-
niu muzeoldgie ako samostatného
odboru a zaroven i k jej formovaniu
v intencidch doby a problémov,
ktorymi Zije. V takomto duchu by
sme to mali vnimat aj v slovenskych
podmienkach a usilovat sa o to, aby
sa renomé, ktoré sa u nas vybudo-
valo i zasluhou Z. Z. Stranského,
naslo svojich pokracovatelov, ktori
by kontinuélne dokazali pokracovat
v jeho zapocatom diele.
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THE ,STRANSKY”
PHENOMENON AND
SLOVAK MUSEUMS

In the context of trends which dom-
inate the present-day museums,
many people do not sufficiently
realize how significant has been in
the second half of the 20 century
the activity, in which Z. Z. Strédnsky
was a pioneer and important repre-
sentative. Herewith we do not want
to glorify somehow his person.

It rather is a reflection about the
character of his activity, through
the medium of which our museums
have developed to their present
form.

The activity associated with muse-
ums, in which Z. Z. Stransky was
engaged the whole second half of
the 20t century long, represents in
its complexity one period of deve-
lopment. It can be characterised as
a period, which was significantly
influenced by not only his activities,
but also ideas or opinions which
then formed the museological
thinking in our country for some
decades.

Museums in our country underwent
a significant change in the after-war
period. The forms of museum work
and its quality have changed in

a substantial way. Museums began
to be professionalised and classed
institutionally among the politi-
cal-educational and cultural amen-
ities. Herewith they landed in the
focal point of social interest again.
This quite successful development,
however, has mainly taken place at
a practical level which was deter-
mined by conditions and needs of
that time. The result thereof was
that theoretical interpretation and
generalisation of some methodically
important facts concerning muse-
ums have been paid much less at-
tention. And this happened despite
the fact that museums of that time
already employed many qualified
workers. And here we are at the
root of the problem because the
problems of museological approach
did not mean anything to this cate-
gory of employees in the context of
their work.

In this regard, it mainly was

Z. Z. Stransky who was very well
aware that people who decided to
work in museums, even though
with university qualification, were
not trained in such a specifically
focused activity. With some exag-
geration it can be said that from the
social point of view it was a sort of
luxury, when university-educated
workers in museums did not do the
work which should have been cha-
racteristic or dominant in this type
of institution, but adapted the work



to their ambitions and needs which
resulted from their professional
specialisation. Here within is the
reason why Z. Z. Stransky during
his long-time activity strived untir-
ingly for professionalisation of mu-
seum work. He was aware that the
one-sided professional specialisation
of museum workers, who were pro-
fessionals in their own disciplines,
made them absolute amateurs from
a museological point of view. They
had not the necessary knowledge to
master such a specialised activity,
and for this reason they did not
know the methods and techniques
of this work.

Stransky therefore logically en-
deavoured to improve this state

of affairs. He saw the way out in
application of forms, which in the
end would lead to development

of museology — a discipline which
had the knowledge of the subject,
problems and techniques of muse-
ological work. He supposed that it
is inevitable to teach museology in
universities, because this is the only
way how the museum workers can
get the necessary professional ed-
ucation. This condition made them
involved in museological approach
in the context of individual disci-
plines engaged in museums and in
this way they acquired the theoret-
ical knowledge which is necessary
for museum activities.

This effort by Z. Z. Stransky eventu-
ally found reflection in constitution
of an external Chair of Museology
belonging to the Faculty of Arts of
the Jan Evangelista Purkyné Uni-
versity in Brno 1963. After being
founded, the Chair of Museology
led by J. Jelinek, Director of the
Moravian Museum in Brno, began
to pay attention to conceptual and
contentual problems of the studies
and prepared a project of postgrad-
uate museology studies for museum
workers. The project was prepared
for the most part by Z. Z. Stransky.
Postgraduate studies were consid-
ered by him the main form of fur-

Zbynék Z. Stransky in a 2000 conference “The role
of natural sciences in musealization of environ-
ment” in Liptovsky Mikulds (Slovak Museum of
Nature Protection and Speleology)

ther education of university experts
who were active in museums, in
case that they needed to acquire
knowledge of a problem in which
they were engaged through the me-
dium of their work in a museum.

Postgraduate museology studies
and Slovak museums

The Chair underwent various
changes during its existence, but

it represented a base where the
individual runs of studies provided
museology education for museum
workers. The key person in the
Chair, which initially existed as

a part of the Museological Depart-
ment of the Moravian Museum, be-
came Z. Z. Stransky. Museum work-
ers from Slovakia showed interest
in this form of studies in the second
run of museology studies already.
By this act began to be fulfilled the
requirement by S. Mruskovi¢, who
in 1965 strived to extend the scope
of activity of the Chair to Slovakia,
because in Czech and Slovak lands we

currently solve the same theoretical
problems associated with the develop-
ment of museum work.

The subsequent period has clearly
shown that from the very begin-
ning already, the existence of such
a form of museology studies was
received positively in Slovakia. The
interest in studies found adequate
response in Slovak museums, which
is also documented by the fact

that during 13 runs of studies in
1965-1995, 65 workers from Slovak
museums and other institutions
completed the postgraduate studies
in Brno. But this was not the end.
Thanks to Z. Z. Stransky, several
prominent Slovak museum specia-
lists also were involved in the edu-
cational process. In the beginnings
they mainly participated in lectures
concerning the history of Slovak
museums. Later also some gradu-
ates from Slovakia joined the staff.
This process took place continuous-
ly during almost the whole period
of existence of the postgraduate
museology studies in Brno.

After constitution of the Brno Chair
of Museology, Z. Z. Stransky helped
to establish something that was

not yet known in previous museum
practice. Even though the basic
element of activities of this institu-
tion was museological education of
those who wanted to enhance their
knowledge to beyond the scope of
their job, there was something else
which fully naturally emerged from
its existence. The activity of the
Chair also gradually helped to form
the museological thinking. Today
we could characterize this as a sig-
nificant ideological stream in the
context of museological problems,
which began to take roots here in
the light of new knowledge. This is
evidenced by not only the character
of museological education, but also
many final theses or tendencies
trying to capture its theoretical
aspects. The existence of the Chair
in these dimensions was also per-
ceived in Slovak museums, which
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Run of studies Number of graduates
From Slovakia
Number Duration Total

Number %

L 1965-1968 10 - -
II. 1967-1970 11 4 36
II1. 1969-1972 12 6 50
Iv. 1971-1974 10 1 10
V. 1973-1976 13 6 46
VL 1978-1981 24 8 33
VIL 1980-1983 24 9 37
VIII. 1981-1984 23 5 22
IX. 1984-1987 24 2 8
X. 1986-1989 22 7 32
XI. 1988-1991 23 4 17
XIL. 1990-1993 19 9 47
XIII. 1992-1995 10 2 20
Total 225 63 28

was one of the reasons why almost
one third of graduates were workers
from Slovak institutions.

Another aspect, which emerged
from the existence of the museolo-
gical department in Brno, was the
extension of existing professional
contacts in the milieu of Slovak
museums. This was mainly evident
in those Slovak museums which
employed specialists who completed
the postgraduate studies, because
these museums began to create
real space for mutual cooperation.
This concerned not only questions
which in a wider context would be
associated with presentational ac-
tivity of museums. It also frequently
involved various consultations on
professional issues. They usually
followed the needs of the one or
another museum, the problems
treated, or other questions of the
real museum life.

In a similar way we can also per-
ceive the cooperation with the
museological department in Brno,
which developed at the turn be-
tween the 1970s and 1980s through
the medium of the Cabinet of Lite-
rary Communication of the Peda-
gogical Faculty in Nitra. We must
also mention the mutual contacts
with the then Slovak Ministry of
Culture, or the Central Adminis-
tration of Museums and Galleries
in Bratislava after its founding in
1979.

The period after 1989

Another field of activities by

Z. Z. Stransky in the context of Slo-
vak museums is connected with the
period after 1989. This is to a cer-
tain extent also associated with

the emergence of the Czechoslovak
Museological Society in 1990. It
has put into practice the idea by

Z. Z. Stransky, which endeavoured
to use the professional potential

represented by graduates from the
postgraduate museology studies.
His idea was that the graduates
through the medium of this society
also should participate in further
development of museology and our
museums in the social situation af-
ter 1989. In this regard the society,
which was constituted in Slavkov in
June 1990, was established as a vo-
luntary, professional, scientific and
non-political organisation indepen-
dent from state and political struc-
tures. The scope of activity of the
society in the context of the then
state was federal. In its committee
including nine members, whose
chairman became Z. Z. Stransky,
Slovak museum specialists had an
equal representation. They took
part in its sessions and cooperated
in events, which in the years 1990-
1992 characterised the activity of
the society.

Another character of activities by
Z. Z. Stransky, which after 1989
laid focus on the problem of muse-
ums in Slovakia, must be perceived
today through the medium of two
spheres. The first one is his con-
tribution in activities, which were
associated with constitution and
activity of the Union of Museums in
Slovakia. A much more important
area, however, is represented by his
effort to carry the proposal for es-
tablishment of the Chair of Eco-mu-
seology at the Matej Bel University
in Banskd Bystrica in 1998.

Union of Museums in Slovakia

Z. Z. Strénsky already played an
important role during the first pe-
riod of existence of the Union of
Museums. He counted among the
initiators of renewal of former Un-
ion of Slovak Museums, which was
dissolved in 1960 due to overall
situation at that time.

It is therefore entirely natural that
from the very beginning he was
already engaged in all related ac-
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tivities. He became member of the
Coordination Committee, which
until the constitution of the Union
represented the interests of Slovak
museums as a whole. Within the
Committee he took a very active
part in preparation of programme
documents and other conceptual
materials, which were related to the
emergence of the Union of Muse-
ums in Slovakia. In the general con-
stitutional meeting on 31 May 1990,
which has taken place in the Muse-
um of the Slovak National Uprising
in Banska Bystrica, Z. Z. Stransky
was elected a member of the Exec-
utive Committee. Because accor-
ding to the approved statutes of the
Union, only an employee of one of
the member museums could be-
come a Committee member, it was
necessary to handle the problem of
his position. Thanks to the Union
Chairman L. Olexa, Z. Z. Stransky
became employee of the East Slovak
Museum in KoSice and the Execu-
tive Committee elected him subse-
quently the vice-Chairman.

In this position, as a member of
the relevant union commission, in
1991 he took an active part in elab-
oration of a proposal of Principles
of the Museum Law by the Slovak
National Council, which was sub-
sequently submitted by the Union
to the Slovak Ministry of Culture.
The proposal was based on the
then state of knowledge of museum
theory and practice and from this
point of view it solved the necessity
of further development of muse-
ums with regard to the significance
of cultural heritage contained in
museum and gallery collections. It
also paid attention to the position
of museums in society and solved
the relevant relationships. With

the passage of time, this activi-

ty, which was mainly pursued by

Z. Z. Stransky, can be regarded as
a voice which remained unheard for
various reasons. The development
unfortunately began to proceed in
another direction. Nevertheless, it
is well to remember that his effort

had a good reason under given con-
ditions. If the competent authorities
would have been willing to listen at
that time, many things in our mu-
seums could be different today. The
person of Z. Z. Stransky is to a great
extent also associated with another
activity by the Union of Museums
in Slovakia - the international
museological conference European
Museums on the Way to the 21 Cen-
tury, which was held in Kosice in
September 1992. He participated

in this event actively not only with
several interesting papers, but in
cooperation with the East Slovak
Museum in Kosice he also solved all
organisational or other questions of
the prepared international confe-
rence.

Chair of Eco-museology

The idea of eco-museology pro-
ceeded from the conviction by

Z. Z. Stransky that the existence of
museum culture inevitably demands
that philosophical and scientific
thinking penetrate through the
medium of museology into the mu-
seum practice, which would thus
react to ecological and cultural
crisis. This requires that museolo-
gy is interlinked with present-day
eco-philosophical and eco-scientific
thinking and is directed by them. It
was certainly not any new museolo-
gy, as it was sometimes erroneously
interpreted, but only museology
which responded to demands fol-
lowing the eco-paradigm. This par-
adigm penetrated with increasing
intensity not only into philosophy,
science and culture, but also into
the whole structure of society.

Nevertheless, in order to be able to
solve topical questions, museology
oriented in this manner deman-
ded a professional base. This base
could not be provided by museums,
because the aim was not only the
elaboration of theoretical questions,
but the effort to implement new
knowledge into the museum prac-
tice as well. This was the primary

reason for establishment of a rele-
vant institutional and professional
platform, which was clearly focused
on the constitution of a chair orient-
ed in this direction.

Z. 7. Stransky, in the context of

a demand by the Matej Bel Univer-
sity in Bansk& Bystrica, elaborated
on this basis a relevant proposal in
1997-1998. The university author-
ities incorporated it subsequently
into a project of help for the town
of Banské Stiavnica by establishing
two university departments. On 1
July 1998, in the context of deve-
lopment of the ecological and envi-
ronmental educational programme,
the Chair of Eco-museology in
Banska Stiavnica was founded as

a branch department of Faculty of
Science, Matej Bel University. The
build-up of this Chair was entrusted
to Z. Z. Stransky.

It started as if on a greenfield site,
but since the school year 1998,/1999
already, the Chair began to offer
the following forms of museology
studies:

« Full-time master’s studies in eco-
logy with specialisation in eco-mu-
seology. This form was intended for
graduates from secondary schools,
who were interested in the work in
museums and related amenities.

« Bachelor’s professional three-year
distance studies in eco-museolo-

gy with specialisation in museum
conservation. They represented

a platform for workers in museums,
galleries or protection and preser-
vation institutions, who completed
their university studies but missed
the museological specialisation.

« The above forms of study were
accredited in the field of envi-
ronmental ecology and in 1999,

Z. 7. Stransky successfully defended
the eco-museological specialisation
before the Slovak Accreditation
Committee.
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That years were not easy, but it
must be said that despite various
obstacles springing from relocation
of the Chair or from other circum-
stances, this initial period was han-
dled at an appropriate level.

The Chair’s staff also was built up
and the operation of the depart-
ment became stabilised. The sci-
entific and research activity of the
Chair began to develop, being based
on a specific situation because it
was a new department and at the
same time a new discipline. Within
the grant project VEGA in 1999-
2000, the Chair was concerned with
the problem of natural and cultural
heritage. The research results were
presented in a nation-wide profes-
sional seminar held in Bansk4 Stia-
vnica in 2001 and published in the
proceedings volume Museologica
11/2001.

Research was also related to an
activity concerning the elaboration
of teaching textbooks, since most of
the content represented new topics
and the necessary literature was
still missing. In 2000, the Chair
published the Basics of museology
studies. Their content was intended
for students of museology and rela-
ted disciplines and those interested
in museum culture, preservation

of nature and monument care. One
year later the textbook Museology
was published, which was focused
on understanding the specialisation
of this discipline and the system on
which it was built.

The scientific and research activity
of the Chair also included pub-
lishing of the periodical volumes
Museologica. Two numbers (Muse-
ologica I/2001 and Museologica
11/2001) were still issued by the
Chair when Z. Z. Stransky was the
Chair Holder. The periodical has
also been published in the subse-
quent period, but with modified
title Acta museologica. The Chair
began to build up a valuable mu-

seological library, which also com-
prised foreign periodicals, for ex-
ample the German journal Museum
Aktuell. Z. Z. Stransky cooperated
at that time with many foreign de-
partments and he also disseminated
the knowledge of Slovak museums
and the outputs of Slovak museolo-
gists in a wider European commu-
nity.

Conclusion

It is difficult to assess, to what ex-
tent we should presently perceive
the effort by Z. Z. Stransky as re-
melted into activities, which formed
not only our museums, but also

the opinions on their existence and
character. An objective or rather
exhausting answer might be found
in the future. Anyway, we must ne-
ver forget a quite important fact. It
was him who put the stagnant wa-
ters in motion and despite not very
favourable conditions overcame the
pitfalls of destiny to achieve eventu-
ally an appropriate result.

The problem of museology stud-

ies, even though we are not yet in

a position to evaluate their present
level, became reality today and,

as it becomes obvious, they have
supporters in Slovakia as well. The
form, which thanks to Z. Z. Stran-
sky became established in Brno, has
resulted in practical employment

of people who in many cases were
able to see much further ahead than
the ordinary human horizon allows.
They also produced many varied
and stimulating works. It is a solid
base on which museology as an in-
dependent discipline can be further
enriched and formed in accordance
with the overall situation and the
problems with which it deals. In
such a spirit we should perceive it
as well in Slovak conditions and

we should strive that the reputa-
tion, which Z. Z. Stransky helped

to build up in our country, finds its
followers, who would continue his
work.
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