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Assyrian Oracles and Prophecies

Katefiina ·a‰ková*

Introduction

Perhaps no other region of the ancient world was as famous for its art
of oracles as Mesopotamia. Many years after the fall of the Mesopotami-
an civilization some elements of Akkadian oracle practices infiltrated into
Europe, creating the foundation of modern astronomy. This is not surpri-
sing, since predicting the future with the use of gods’ omens was the most
important activity among Mesopotamian scholars. Nevertheless, the main
emphasis of the following text will be placed on the Neo-Assyrian period
because it is the best documented period of the Assyrian history.

Although it may seem that oracles belong to the private sphere of soci-
ety their prophecies interpreted by specialists, in fact, determined the cour-
se of events of the whole state. Astrologists, diviners and augurs, together
with scribes, singers and priests belonged to the most honourable members
of the royal court,1 and some of them were even rulers’ personal friends
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* List of used abbreviations: ABL = Robert Francis Harper, Assyrian and Babylonian
Letters, Chicago: The Chicago University Press 1892-1914; ADD = Claude H. W.
Johns (ed.), Assyrian Deeds and Documents, Cambridge: 1898-1923; AGS = Jørgen
Alexander Knudtzon, Assyrische Gebete an den Sonnengott, Leipzig: Verlag von E.
Pfeiffer 1893; BM = Museum siglum of the British Museum, London; CAD = The
Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago, Chicago
1956-; CNIP = Carsten Niebuhr Institute Publications, Copenhagen; CT = Cuneiform
Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the British Museum, London 1896-; ETCSL = The
Electronic Text Corpus of Sumerian Literature, <http://etcsl.orinst.ox.ac.uk/> (21. 8.
2007); JAOS = Journal of the American Oriental Society, New Haven 1893-; JCS =
Journal of Cuneiform Studies, New Haven and Baltimore 1947-; K = Museum siglum
of the British Museum in London (Kuyunjik); PNA = The Prosopography of the Neo-
Assyrian Empire, Helsinki 1998-; RMA = Reginald C. Thompson, The Reports of the
Magicians and Astrologers of Niniveh and Babylon, London: Luzac and Co. 1900;
SAA = State Archives of Assyria, Helsinki 1987-; SAACT = State Archives of Assyria
Cuneiform Texts, Helsinki 1997-; TCS = Texts from Cuneiform Sources, New York
1966-. Citations in square brackets indicate reconstructed passagges, carets in square
brackets indicate damaged passagges. Citations in normal brackets indicate words ad-
ded for better understanding.

1 Frederic M. Fales – J. N. Postage (eds.), Imperial Administrative Records I, (SAA VII),
Helsinki: Helsinki University Press 1992, p. 4-5, Text 1 (ADD 851) and Simo Parpola
(ed.), Letters from Assyrian and Babylonian Scholars, (SAA X), Helsinki: Helsinki
University Press 1993, p. 8, Text 7 (ABL 33).


