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T H E P E R I O D T H E F I R S T O N E H U N D R E D W O R D S 

P R O S O D Y 

A s i n the first section, here too a t tent ion w i l l be d rawn to melody, stress and 
quant i ty . 

M e l o d y o f S p e e c h 

I t has been mentioned before tha t the ch i ld as a rule reproduces those in tonat ion 
contours g iven h i m for imi ta t ion . O f the two fundamental p i t ch levels, however, the 
rising one was more frequent. The same holds good i n the second stage of speech 
development too. The r is ing contour, t y p i c a l for questions, remains predominat ing 
and is occasionally appl ied also for statements. The interrogative pronouns appear as 
a n o v u m i n this developmental stage. The c h i l d has three interrogatives, v i z . who 
and what for identification and where for locat ion. The contour used i n these types 
of questions is the fa l l ing one, the in tona t iona l p i t c h being on the pronoun. The 
expressive p i t ch level , not iced i n the first-fifty-word period, is s t i l l common i n the 
chi ld 's idiolect and so is the postposit ional use of the particles yes or no. 

S t r e s s 

The consistent and correct usage of stress i n the c h i l d was observed already i n the 
first stage of speech development. The same experience is v a l i d i n this further period. 
Under emphasis, however, examples i l lus t ra t ing the overusing of stress s t i l l occur. 

One impor tant th ing , however, must be kept i n m i n d w i t h the prosodic features. 
L i k e melody, stress too is an expressive element i n the ch i l d ; though ut i l ized to denote 
various connotations, these features perform above a l l the function of being the 
basis for gradual acquirement of ever more complicated word images. 

Q u a n t i t y 

The ins tabi l i ty of the feature of length has been quoted as a t yp i ca l phenomenon of 
the first-fifty-word period. A t this second stage i n wh ich the first one hundred words 
were analysed, the learning process has not been completed as fas as this feature is 
concerned. A certain progress, however, is to be not iced here. W h i l e i n the first 
period the short and long vowels were freely interchangeable, i n the second per iod the 
boy comes to be aware of the correct d i s t r ibu t ion of the short vowels. The long 
vowels, on the other hand, seem to have the funct ion of expressive variants . 

A s for qual i ty , the chi ld 's phonetic real izat ion starts approximat ing the S tandard 
Czech usage: the long counterparts of the h igh vowels \i\ and juj are closer than the 
short ones, the long [a:], on the other hand, is more open compared to the short 
counterpart .The m i d vowels, however, are s t i l l unstable both i n qual i ty a n d i n quant i ty , 
the open and close allophones being realized both i n short and in long members. 
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