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Uvodni slovo

Drzime v rukou prvni &islo nového védeckého €asopisu. UZ ndzev napo-
vida, Ze se na jeho strankich budeme setkavat s nejriznéj§imi stanovisky
k otazkam, jejichZ spole¢nym jmenovatelem je pojem naboZenstvi. Dnes se
kazdému zajemci nabizi nespodet piileZitosti, jak se v t€ & oné kvalité
seznamovat se zaleZitostmi ndboZenstvi. JestliZe jsme se pfesto rozhodli pro
nesnadnou cestu vlastniho &asopisu, mame pro to vaZné duvody.

RELIGIO je &asopis religionisticky. Tim fikame, Ze jeho cilem je posky-
tovat priifez v&dni produkce oboru, jehoZ renesance miZeme byt nejen
svédky, ale i pfimymi Gastniky. Nemalo védcii svétového jména dnes konsta-
tuje hluboky deficit, ba krizi Zivotni a kulturni orientace. Religionistika
nemuZe a ani nechce vytyCovat smérniky, vym&fovat meze, zavazovat pravda-
mi. Neni normativni disciplinou s narokem na ¢lovéka, a pravé tim se odli-
Suje. Jakkoliv ale neni totoZna s témito naroky, pfesto o nich vi a dotyk4 se
jich. Vstupuje s nimi do kontaktu na hluboké existencialni drovni, na Grovni
tazani se a hledani. Cim obepnut&jii je svét komunikalnimi sitémi, &m
sevien&j’i kazajkou novych technologii, &im shodngjsi je jeho hospodaisky
a politicky ¥ad, tim zfeteln&jsi jsou rozdily, s nimiZ jednotlivé kultury odpo-
vidaji na otazku po smyslu toho vieho. Snad nejvétsi zasluhu na tom, Ze se
n4s svét dokaze uchovat jako svét riizngch smysli a hodnot, riizngch kultur
a civilizaci, kratce, Ze dosud Zijeme jako vskutku multikulturni lidstvo, maji
pravé naboZenstvi,

Chceme-1i se oviem orientovat ve sloZitych Zivotnich a kulturnich vazbach
natolik, abychom se ubranili zaslepenosti tim, co je nAm nejbliZsi, nevyhneme
se osvojovani znalosti pluralistické naboZenské situace svéta. Zde nabizi
pomocnou ruku prave religionistika. Jakou viak je ona sama? Zdé se, Ze i ona
piekraduje jakysi prah, Ve své tradici Zije z visiedkd historickych a srovna-
vacich vyzkumil naboZenstvi. Doba katalogizovatelnych objevil je ale vice-
méné u konce. Pfichazi Zas proZivani odli¥nosti, &as kritického vyrovnavani
s pfedpojatymi hledisky, &as respektu p¥ed jinosti jinych, ktery nevzchazi
z ignorovani ani z pouhé pfedmétné objektivity védeckého popisu, njbrz
z pochopeni a relativizace. Je to €as rozhovoru, v némZ m4 své misto analyza
lidského myZleni a jeho projevil se zfetelem na ndboZensky obsah, kam pati{
lidska imaginace, kde vyzkum soustav naboZenského my3leni a jejich vizna-
movych t&Zisek doprovazi objasiiovani historicky a spolecensky rovnoprav-
nych zplsobl koordinace lidského Zivota s tim, co &lov&k pocifuje jako sviyj
transcendentaln{ pfesah.

Religionistika proto povede rozhovor i sama se sebou. NemtiZe tak ¢init
ani mistné, ani regionaln¢ a ani narodné. Je to dimenze globalni, kterou je
tfeba opfit o mezinarodni kontakty, odbornou literaturu, vgménu zkuSenosti
a také o Casopisy. Ceska religionistika, obnovujici kontinuitu se svétovym
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v§vojem oboru, ma dobrou nadgji vstoupit do t&chto procesti prostiednict-
vim religionistickych pracovidt nauiniverzitach v Praze a Brn€. Oporu ji skyta
védecka Ceska spole¢nost pro studium naboZenstvi se sidlem v Brng, ktera
sdruuje kvalifikované zajemce. Casopis RELIGIO, touto Spole&nosti vyda-
vany, by se m&l stat daldi moZnosti tvofivého vkladu do zpracovani 3iroké
naboZenské problematiky. '

Casopis je otevien viem, ktefi respektuji jeho zékladni kritérium. Tim je
v&cn4 pfim&fenost vizkumi a interpretaci naboZenstvi jako v nejiir§im smys-
lu slova kulturné konstitutivnich prvki. Odnijta.ideovou z43f fundamen-
talismf a ideologickgch absolutizaci. P¥ali bychom si, aby novy religionisticky
Easopis pfinesl uZitek i vam. -

Introductory word

We hold the first issue of a new scientific journal in our hands. The name of it hints that
on its pages we shall encounter the most varied viewpoints to problems whose common
denominator is the concept of religion. Nowadays everyone interested in this phenomenon has
innumerable opportunities of getting acquainted, in this quality or that, with the matters of
religion. If we have decided, despite all that, for the difficult way of our own journal, there are
serious reasons for it.

RELIGIO is a journal on the study of religions. That is to say that its objective is to render
a cross-section of the scientific production of the line of the renaissance of which we can be
not only witnesses, but also direct participants. Not a few scholars of world renown today
suggest a deep deficit, or even a crisis of the orientation of life and culture. Study of religions
cannot and do not want to point out guidelines, to set limits, to oblige with truths. They are
not a normative discipline with claims on man, and this is why they differ. However, they do
not identify themselves with those claims, they know about them and concern them. They enter
into contact with them on a deep existential level of questioning and searching. The more the
world is enveloped by communication networks, the more it is squeezed by the mantle of new
technologies, the more identical is its economic and political order, the more explicit are the
differences with which the individual cultures answer the question of the sense of all that.
Perhaps the greatest merit in the fact that our world can keep itself as a world of different
meanings and values, of different cultures and civilizations, in short, that we still live as a really
multicultural mankind, is that of religions.

If, however, we want to be oriented in complex livingand cultural connections to such extent
as towithstand the dazzlement by what stands nearest to us, we cannot avoid getting acquainted
with the pluralistic religious situation of the world. And it is here that the study of religions
offers a helpful hand. But what is the study of religions itself? They seem to step over some
kind of threshold. In this tradition they live from the results of historical and comparative
investigations into religions. The time of inventories that could be catalogued is, however, at
the .end. The time of living through differences, the time of critical confrontation with
prejudiced viewpoints, the time of respect to the differences of others which does not start
from ignoring or a mere objectivity of a scientific description, but from understanding and
relativization has come. It is the time of a discussion in which there is room for the analysis of
human thinking and its expressions with respect to religious content where human imagination
belongs, where the investigation into the systems of religious thinking and their significance
centres accompanies the clarification of historically and socially equal ways of coordinating
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human life with what man feels as his transcendental overlap.

The Study of religions will, therefore, also organize a discussion with themselves. They can
do so neither on local nor on regional or national basis. It is a global dimension that must be
based on international contacts, special literature, exchange of experience and also on journals.
Czech study of religions, renewing the continuity with the global development of this field of
study, have a good hope of joining these processes through institutes for the study of religions
at the universities in Prague and Brno. It finds support in the academic Czech Society for the
Study of Religions in Brnowhich organizes interested persons engaged in the study of religions.
The journal RELIGIO published by the Society should become another possibility of the
creative investment in processing the broad problems of religion.

The journal is open to all who respect its basic criterion. It is the matter-of-fact adequa-
teness of investigations and interpretations of religions as cuiturally constitutive elements in
the broadest sense. It refuses ideational hatred of fundamentalisms and ideological abso-
lutizations. It is our wish that the new journal for the study of religions brings benefit also to
you.

_ JAN HELLER
BRETISLAV HORYNA






