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kategorii utvarenou v kontextu zapadni (eu-
roamerické) civilizace (s. 28-29, 34), a po-
souva tento pfistup az k etnocentricky pro-
blematickému pojeti Bensona Salera, ktery
prosazuje ohledavani kulturn¢ vzdalenych
obryst nabozenstvi na zakladé jejich rodové
podobnosti s jevy, s nimiz jsme obeznameni
v nasi vlastni kultufe (s. 61).

Druhé a zaroven nejkratsi kapitola po-
jednava o konstrukci obrazu nabozenstvi
Japonska coby ,,védecké imaginaci®. Vénuje
se nejprve konstrukei konceptu ,,8intd* v di-
le H. Byrona Earharta, Karla Wernera
a Thomase P. Kasulise. Déale pokracuje kri-
tikou obecné kategorie ,,japonského nabo-
zenstvi“ opét u Earharta, v dile Josepha M.
Kitagawy i u japonského kiest'ana skryvaji-
ciho se za pseudonymem Isaiah Ben-Dasan.
Vybér analyzovanych autort slouzi
Havlickovi predevsim ke kritice metodolo-
gickych nedostatkii obou konceptil, avsak
s vyjimkou jeho vlastnich namitek se ¢tena-
fi nedostava informaci o alternativnich po-
hledech na problematiku (zminéni autofi
jisté nereprezentuji soudoby japanologicky
mainstream) a az na obskurniho Ben-Dasana
chybi zastoupeni badatel z domaciho ja-
ponského prostiedi.

Tteti, zdvérecna cast knihy je vénovéana
analyze samotn¢ho ,,pfipadu Jasukuni®.
Shrnuje déjiny této svatyné v kontextu his-
torického vyvoje moderniho japonského na-
roda a budovani moderniho japonského sta-
tu. Zdroj ideovych vychodisek soucasnych
proponentit narodoveckého kultu vaziciho
se k této svatyni i jeho politickych kiidel
autor nachazi zejména u ideologického kon-
struktu tzv. statniho $intd rozvijeného od
reforem Meidzi po konec 2. svétové valky.
Kofeny této nacionalné-nabozenské ideolo-
gie jsou sledovany jesté hloubéji do historie
az k nativistickym myslenkovym proudiim
feudalniho obdobi Tokugawského $6gunatu.
Znacny prostor je zde vénovan kultu pred-
ka, jeho roli a pivodnosti v pfedmoderni
japonské kultufe. Kriticky je zhodnocena
kontinuita nacionalniho sentimentu v pred-
valecné a povalecné japonské spolecnosti,
jiz zapadni elity dlouho ptehlizely, ale jejiz
vliv na sou€asnou kulturni a politickou iden-
titu zemé je stale silny. Tato posledni ¢ast
knihy je velmi hutnym, informac¢né nabitym

a dynamickym textem, ktery bohuzel pfilis
brzy dospiva do své cilové rovinky, kde
Ctenaf ziistava opustén se smutnym pocitem,
ze mu autor néco dluzi. V zavéru knihy by
se naskytal prostor pro postupné shrnuti za-
vérl plynoucich z provedené¢ho vyzkumu
japonské spolecnosti na pudorysu komplex-
niho, velmi aktualniho problému, jenz ba-
lancuje mezi statni nabozenskou instituci,
intimnim rodinnym kultem predkt, mezina-
rodni politikou i jedine¢nym vyrazem ja-
ponské narodni identity. Autor vSak misto
toho nabizi ne pfili§ dikladné vyargumen-
tované vychodisko ,zde-tam-kdekoli*
(s. 179-180), které si opét vypuj¢il od svého
oblibeného Jonathana Z. Smithe, ale které
jiz systematicky neaplikuje na zkoumanou
problematiku. Pointa celého piib&éhu ,,vé-
decké imaginace™ pfipadu Jasukuni se tim
ponékud vytraci. Piesto lze konstatovat, ze
Jakub Havlicek oteviel svou knizni prvoti-
nou inspirujici a v nasem prosttedi opomije-
né téma a pokusil se pfitom uchopit proble-
matiku nabozenstvi vychodni Asie novym
zpltisobem — zptisobem, ktery uspésné pre-
konava i ve vysokoskolském prostiedi stale
zazité schematické piedstavy o Japoncich,
Cittanech, Korejcich a dalgich narodech vy-
znavajicich své Sintoismy, taoismy, konfuci-
anismy a lidova nabozenstvi.
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The revocation of martial law in 1987

not only triggered rapid democratisation but
also, for the first time, put the article 13 of
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the constitution, i.e. “the people shall have
freedom of religious belief” (rénmin you
xinydng zongjido zhi ziyou), into effect. In
a remarkably short period of time Taiwan
made the transition from a severely authori-
tarian to a generally thriving democratic
society. The shift was accompanied by
a veritable religious renaissance, entailing
an emancipatory confidence among new re-
ligious traditions in particular. At this point
the author maintains that democratic change
and religious revitalisation have to a certain
extent reciprocally conditioned one another
(p. xxiii). Religious prosperity has consoli-
dated democracy and restrained perils of
modernisation and civic liberalism. Budd-
hism and Daoism imbued with Confucian
axiological elements and ingrained in
Taiwanese soil, in many cases, represent
a progressive and humanistic regulating
force, transcending ethnic, cultural and na-
tional boundaries, and articulating “a moral
vision for a globalized world” (p. 151). The
study at hand succinctly introduces four ex-
amples of such alleged “religious correc-
tives”, one neo-Daoist (Xingtiangong) and
three neo-Buddhist (Ciji, Foguangshan and
Fdagushan) movements, all four depicting
“religious innovations” that, according to
the author, “offer glimpses of alternatives to
the dysfunctional modernity that most of us
experience, ways of softening global com-
petition with global care, of situating the
quest for individual freedom within global
webs of responsibility, and of affirming
global human solidarity while respecting
diversity” (p. 157). The study aims at close-
ly investigating such “beneficial” religious
traditions and their respective societal and
cultural setting. A better understanding of
the Taiwanese case is, the author argues,
a means of providing us with valuable moral
and intellectual input on the path towards
a harmonious social coexistence.

Richard Madsen (b. 1941) is Distin-
guished Professor of Sociology at the Uni-
versity of California in San Diego. Starting
out as a Catholic missionary in the late
1960s he entered academia later, obtaining
a PhD in Sociology from Harvard University
in 1977. Professor Madsen’s scholarship on
Chinese culture and society has been widely

disseminated and acclaimed, making him
one of the leading specialists in his field.
Witnessing the devastating 921 earth-
quake on 21 September 1999 himself, the
author was stunned by the quick interven-
tion of diverse religious traditions with C7ji
leading the way, mobilising hundreds of
thousands of volunteers and raising billions
of Taiwanese dollars. All this including
widespread campaigns, providing public
relief and reassurance insistently demon-
strate the significant role of religion in con-
temporary Taiwan. Chapter 1 (p. 1-15) com-
prises a brief elaboration of the “Taiwanese
religious context”. Madsen not only over-
views the major stages of recent local reli-
gious history but also adumbrates some ba-
sic organisational, ritual and doctrinal fea-
tures shared by the four selected religious
traditions. He proceeds to assign each
movement a certain clientele among the
middle class populace. Chapter 2 (p. 16-50)
Foundation), delineating the life of its foun-
dress Zhéngyan (b. 1937) and the organisa-
tion’s historical development, starting in
1966. In spite of Ciji’s much emphasised
apolitical stance, we learn that in particular
its creation of “civic virtue” contributes
largely to bolster Taiwanese democracy
(p. 46). Chapter 3 (p. 51-84) discusses Fo-
guangshan (Buddha’s Light Mountain), an-
other increasingly successful movement that
became a global figurehead of Taiwanese
Buddhism. Madsen again portrays the life of
the founder — Xingyuin (b. 1927) —, the gen-
esis, and some striking characteristics of the
religious organisation. Like Ciji, Foguang-
shan represents humanistic Buddhism, con-
veying moral teachings that are conducive
to democracy and societal togetherness
(p. 77-81). Chapter 4 (p. 85-103) gives
a concise account of Fdgiishan (Dharma
Drum Mountain), its impressive develop-
ment, and the role and impact of its charis-
matic and eloquent founder Shéngydn
(b. 1930), whose chan-Buddhist intellectu-
alism that radiates on many adherents “may
contribute an important measure of calm
objectivity into Taiwan’s raucous political
debates” (p. 103). Chapter 5 (p. 104-129)
sheds light on a lesser known neo-Daoist
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movement — Xingtiangong (Enacting
Heaven Temple) —, outlining its intriguing
history and contemporary humanistic en-
gagement. Founded by a wealthy business-
man in compliment to the deified military
hero Guan Yii (d. 220), Xingtiangong devel-
oped from a single temple to an organisation
that extends over the whole country. The
final chapter (p. 131-157) concludes the
discussion by rephrasing, comparing and
assessing the findings of the previous chap-
ters. Madsen infers that religious reinvi-
goration in Taiwan since 1987 has greatly
strengthened a still vulnerable democratic
system through uncoerced mutual collabo-
ration between the government and religious
organisations. The universalistic doctrine of
compassion and charity as pursued by the
four selected religious traditions brings
about a climate of beneficence, and an impe-
tus for social solidarity, laying the grounds

for a working democracy. Madsen ends
auspiciously, stating that these movements
are first seeds of an “axial breakthrough”
that need to be thoroughly examined as
aremedy to thwart the systemic malfunction
of modernity.

The present volume not only fully satis-
fies in terms of formality but also displays
excellent scholarship woven into a highly
readable, instructive and analytical narra-
tive. By using an enthusiastic, yes glowing
prose, Madsen pinpoints the supreme im-
portance of scrutinising the “religious re-
naissance and political development” in
Taiwan. Though some might find the bottom
line slightly over-anticipating, I highly rec-
ommend this thought-provoking study to
scholars and the general reader alike.

LUKAS POKORNY



