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The 38th biennial conference of the International Society for the Sociology of 
Religion (ISSR), titled Religion, Migration and Conflicts in Polarised Societies, 
took place at Vytautas Magnus University in Kaunas, Lithuania, from 30 June 
to 4 July 2025. Co-organised by the COST Action COREnet, the ISSR, and the 
Vytautas Kavolis Transdisciplinary Research Institute at VMU, this conference 
brought together around 300 participants from over 40 countries, with diverse 
disciplinary backgrounds and research interests in the sociology of religion.

The programme reflected the field’s expanding thematic and methodological 
horizons, offering over 80 thematic sessions and a wide range of scholarly contri-
butions, including plenaries, paper panels, and working groups. The conference 
opened with a ceremony in the Great Hall of Vytautas Magnus University, fol-
lowed by a regional panel moderated by Titus Hjelm (University of Helsinki). 
Rūta Žiliukaitė (Civil Society Institute) discussed declining institutional religios-
ity and the rise of non-institutional spirituality in the Baltic region, while Milda 
Ališauskienė (VMU) analysed religion’s re-emergence in Lithuania’s public life 
in light of post-Soviet transformations.

The plenary programme began on 1 July with Véronique Altglas (Queen’s Uni-
versity Belfast), who reflected on methodological challenges in studying religion 
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and conflict, drawing on her work in Northern Ireland. On 2 July, Kristina Stoeckl 
(LUISS, Rome) examined intra-religious ideological polarisation and transna-
tional Christian alliances shaping European politics. The final plenary, on 3 July, 
featured Tuomas Martikainen (Turku University), who explored whether global 
migration is leading to a re-homogenisation of religious fields, shaped by secu-
larisation and political pressures.

Throughout the five-day programme, participants engaged in a  wide range 
of topics that addressed themes central to the sociology of religion. Recurring 
themes included the mediation of religious authority in digital environments, re-
ligious freedom in divided societies, and the role of emotional politics in migrant 
faith communities, as well as ongoing debates around secularisation, religious 
heritage, ecological ethics, and the shifting boundaries between religion and non-
religion.

Sessions also covered topics such as youth and religion, gender and repro-
duction, ritual, spirituality, and religious education. The programme included re-
gional case studies from Central and Eastern Europe, East Asia, Latin America, 
and the Middle East, highlighting the geographic diversity of both research and 
participants. Several Author Meets Critics sessions created space for focused dis-
cussion of recent publications, including Les écospiritualités contemporaines, 
Global Islam and Consumer Culture, Families and Religion: Dynamics of Trans-
mission across Generations, and Crises and Conversions: The Unlikely Avenues 
of ‘Italian Shiism.’

Methodologically, the conference brought together a broad range of approach-
es. Presenters drew from qualitative, quantitative, mixed-methods, and discursive 
research, often combining insights from sociology, anthropology, religious stud-
ies, and political science. Across sessions, there was clear interest in the affective, 
material, and institutional dimensions of religion, as well as its role in shaping 
social boundaries, moral orders, and political identities.

The programme also included a guided walking tour through Kaunas, allow-
ing participants to explore the city’s historical and religious landmarks. Com-
plementing the academic schedule were a formal opening ceremony in the uni-
versity’s Great Hall, a reception to welcome the participants, and a gala dinner 
held at the Žalgirio Arena, offering opportunities for informal exchange among 
attendees.

From our perspective as attendees, the conference offered a valuable opportu-
nity to follow current developments in the field and to engage with researchers 
working on related themes. The broad mix of topics and approaches encouraged 
us to think across disciplinary boundaries and regional contexts. We appreciated 
the chance to attend panels outside our immediate areas of research, which gave 
us new insights and raised questions we will take forward in our own work. 

The 2025 ISSR conference reaffirmed the society’s role as a central forum for 
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the sociological study of religion. Through its thematically diverse and intellec-
tually rigorous sessions, it underscored the relevance of religion not only as an 
analytical category but also as a dynamic force shaping contemporary social life 
across global contexts.


