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Bakhtin Today—Between Canonization,
Critique, and New Readings

Certain names maintain their presence in academic discourse across generations and
paradigms; Mikhail Mikhailovich Bakhtin is one of them. The theme of the workshop
held on September 9, 2025, in Brno, from which this volume emerged, arose from the
need to reopen the space for discussion about Bakhtin’s work and its contemporary
resonance—across disciplines, languages, and geopolitical boundaries. The very fact
that the workshop attracted scholars from various European countries and that the
discussions transcended the framework of a single school or theoretical approach
is the best proof that Bakhtin remains a living, provocative, and uncomfortable
author.

Bakhtin is read and interpreted today from many perspectives. Sometimes he is
perceived as part of the Russian philosophical and philological tradition—a name that
appears in official accounts of twentieth-century Russian scholarship. After all, he
was published, cited, translated. His books appeared in both Soviet and post-Soviet
contexts, and very soon became the subject of interest for Western intellectuals as
well. This official story often obscures who Bakhtin truly was: an outsider who for
many years could not publish; a thinker whose works sometimes circulated only
in handwritten copies; a person who, in the shadow of a repressive regime, sought
in the realm of language and thought at least a space of freedom. His personal and
intellectual biography is woven through with long periods of silence, marginalization,
ideological cover, and careful navigation between what could be said and what could
only be hinted at.

It is precisely these tensions—between official acceptance and existential marginality,
between dialogue and power, between Russia and the world—that shape today’s
reading of Bakhtin. In recent decades, voices have emerged that challenge the scope
and authenticity of his authorship; authors such as Jean-Paul Bronckart and Cristian
Bota, in their polemically toned texts, claim that much of the so-called Bakhtinian
corpus is plagiarism or the result of collective work that Bakhtin appropriated. Other
voices, more moderate, call for a more complex, less heroic, and more historical reading
of his legacy. They look at Bakhtin through the prism of his era, asking about the
relationship between theory and context, between idea and survival strategy.
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Bakhtin Today—Between Canonization, Critique, and New Readings

The workshop from which this volume emerged beautifully and vividly demon-
strated that Bakhtin remains both an inspiration and a challenge. His theories of
dialogue, polyphony, carnivalization, and the culture of laughter now enter into
conversation with cultural anthropology, digital media, performance studies, and
contemporary philosophy of language. At the same time, it also becomes clear that
precisely because of his popularity, Bakhtin is sometimes read in simplified ways—torn
from context, stripped of the tensions that were defining for his thought.

In the texts of this issue of Slavica Litteraria, the reader will find both new
interpretations of key works and polemics with the prevailing interpretation of Bakhtin
in Czech and international contexts. Alongside literary-critical and philosophical
perspectives, there are also cultural-anthropological approaches that point out the
limits of some of his concepts while simultaneously showing their potential for further
research.

Bakhtin is today an author whose voice echoes from many directions. That is
precisely why it is necessary to read him in his full breadth—as a thinker who was not
only a philologist but also an ethical reader of texts; as a person who had to remain
silent in order to speak; as a scholar who transcends the boundaries of Russia but
never completely detached himself from it.

The present volume aims to open the discussion of Bakhtin—anew and differently,
across the boundaries of languages, disciplines, and eras.

On behalf of the editorial team
Libor Pavera
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